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PREFACE. 



The present little volume does not pretend to 
be a complete and detailed exposition of the 
beautiful allegory of Israel's Exodus ; but it is 
presented in the hope that the reader will find 
it a help to a further and more particular in- 
vestigation of its instructive and divinely-inspired 
lessons. 

What is most required by the Biblical student 
is, not so much a comment on every word and 
sentence, as a clue to the general meaning and 
purport of any portion of the Word, by which 
he may, through the aid erf the Spirit, prayerfully 
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search out for himself those lessons which speak 
specially to his own soul, and may come to a 

clear apprehension of the truth. 

The Author prayerfully commends the subject 
he has selected to the perusal of the Christian 
public, hoping that it may accomplish the sole 
end for which it was written, namely, the Glory 
of God in the encouragement and comfort and 
edification of His Spiritual Israel. 



CONTEMPLATIONS 



ON 



ISRAEL'S EXODUS. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE. 
ExoD. ziii. 3. 




OW frequently we find God reminding the 
Israelites of ^ the house of bondage ! ' 
When He gives His commandments by 
Moses^ His encouragements by Joshua^ His pro- 
mises through David^ His warnings by the Prophets^ 
He refers to that miserable servitude which they 
had so long endured in the land of Egypt. When 
He speaks of Himself to remind them of His 
goodness^ or when He speaks of them to mark their 
sins, or to notice their privileges, He almost in- 
variably strengthens His declaration by saying. 
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' Thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman 
in the land of Egypt/ 

Surely God had a reason for so doing: He 
would not^ without adequate reason^ have so fre- 
quently brought the painful reflection before them. 
He had a reason^ and a wise one^ too. He had 
chosen Israel for His inheritance^ to be a peculiar 
people unto Him above all the people that were 
upon the earth. They were the descendants of the 
seed of promise^ and had been kept a distinct peo- 
ple through many generations. They had been 
highly favoured with religious privileges, and many 
wonderful manifestations of Divine power and good- 
ness. He had given to them statutes and com- 
mandments^ and had vouchsafed to rule them^ 
Himself to be their king: so that Moses^ in 
admiration of so honourable a distinction, ex- 
claimed, ^ What nation is there so great^ who hath 
God so nigh unto them ?^ ^And what nation is 
there so great, that hath statutes and judgments 
so righteous as all this law?' And even the 
heathen around, ignorant though they were of the 
extent of Israel's blessings, could not but express 
their wonder, and say, ^Surely this great nation 
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is a wise and understaading people 1' And well 
they might; for He who had called them in 
Abraham had promised^ ^ I will be their 6od^ and 
they shall be to me a people.' 

Now the Lord knew that the tendency of the 
human heart is to regard privilege in the ' place of 
merit ; that mankind are prone to take a pride in 
what they possess^ as though it were some personal 
qualification deserving praise. So He could foresee 
that the Israelites^ possessing such distinguished 
marks of God's favour, would be very prone to 
forget that their exaltation was owing to the free, 
unmerited grace of God, and to think that the 
Lord had selected them as a peculiar treasure be- 
cause they Were better and more deserving than 
other people^ and consequently, that they would, 
from the very fact of their high standing, be in 
danger of an overwhelming spiritual pride; as in- 
deed was the case afterwards when they began to 
think that being ^Abraham's children' was synony- 
mous with deserving eternal life. To counteract 
this tendency "of their nature and danger of their 
position, God would have them turn their thoughts 
frequently to their former low estate and the de- 
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gradation from which He had rescued them. To 
keep them humble^ therefore^ He said^ ^ Keroember 
this day^ in which ye came out from Egypt^ out of 
the house of bondage/ 

Let us bear in mind that the account of Israel 
from the time of their sojourn in Egypt^ to their 
entrance into the promised land of Canaan, is not 
only a history, but is also an allegory; and ^all 
these things happened unto them for ensamples; 
and they are written for our admonition.' Let us 
not^ then^ look upon these accounts merely as 
interesting narrative^ but^ by the help of God's 
teachings let us endeavour to make a profitable 
application of its lessons to our own hearts. 

Taking the passage before us in this view^ we 
learn this very needful lesson (t. e. supposing we 
have any reasonable ground for thinking we are 
God's people), 'Let him that thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he fall.' To do this (which is, to 
check spiritual pride), Christians are directed to 
look back to their former state ^ just as the Israelites 
were told to remember their low degree when bond- 
servants in Egypt. To the same effect are many of 
St. Paul's exhortations: as, for example, when he 
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talks to the Ephesians about their having been 
^quickened' by the Spirit, he tells them at the same 
time what they had previously been, and what they, 
but for the grace of Gk)d, would even now have 
been, — ^ dead in trespasses and sins, wherein in 
time past ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience: among whom also we all had our 
conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind ; 
and were by nature the children of wrath, even as 
others. . . . Wherefore remember, that ye being in 
time past Gentiles in the flesh, . . . that at that 
time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without 
God in the world/ (Eph. ii. 2, 3, 11, 12.) When 
speaking to the Corinthian Christians about the 
extreme wickedness of many, he takes occasion to 
remind them that they themselves by nature were 
no better : ' and such were some of you/ (1 Cor. 
vi. 11.) And in another place, when alluding to 
spiritual gifts, he says, 'Ye know that ye were 
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Gentiles/ (1 Cor. xii. 2.) These are not solitary in- 
stances : in fact^ as God^ through Moses and others^ 
frequently reminded the Israelites of the 'house of 
bondage,' so does He, by His Apostles, often tell 
us to think of that state from which, if we are 
verily Christians, we have by grace been deUverecL 

Let us then, following the exhortation of Moses, 
take a retrospect of the past, and endeavour to 
trace our own moral history in that of the Israel- 
ites. Taking the point immediately before us, we 
may learn that Egypt, as the ' house of bondage,' 
represents a state of sin. And the resemblance 
is striking in many respects: a few of which 
particularly claim our notice. 

I. The Israelites in Egypt were under the power 
of the king of Egypt. He had them within his 
dominions, and under his rule. And as that rule 
was absolute, he could do with them whatever he 
chose. We find him so abusing his power as to 
reduce them to the most abject slavery, and oppress 
them with the most cruel bondage. 

Just so it is with sinners; with all sinners; 
just so it was with us before we stood before the 
Cross of Him who came to save us from our sins. 



Israel's Exodus. 7 

We were by nature the children of wrath even 
as others^ under the power and dominion of sin. 
We had no power of purselves to help ourselves ; 
sin^ like a proud autocrat^ reigned in our hearts, 
shackled our souls with the chains of iniquity 
forged in heU^ bound us in the fetters of a com- 
plete subjugation^ and so encompassed us in the 
net of evil^ that no liberty of action was accorded 
us, no free will allowed us ; we were ' led captive 
by Satan at his will,' and were ' in bondage under 
the elements of the world/ Can we not remember 
the time when it was so vnth us? how helpless 
we were under the power of our sins ; how power- 
less in every temptation; how completely sin 
reigned in our members, dragging us down and 
trampling us in the mire of ungodliness when 
we could not make the feeblest effort to rise above 
that abject slavery ! Possibly it may be thus 
with us even now. If so, it would be a mercy 
if we could be made to feel it, to smart under 
the debasement, and be made to call aloud for 
deliverance unto Him who sees the oppression of 
His people, and who will, when they cry, come 
down to deliver them. 
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II. The Israelites were made to labour for the 
Egyptians. 'They did set over them taskmasters 
to afflict them with their burdens/ 'and the 
Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve 
with rigour.' 

Thus it is with those who are in bondage to 
sin; they serve sin; they labour in doing the 
works of sin. It is truly astonishing to see how 
an ungodly man toils in doing works of wicked- 
ness ; how he rises early^ and late takes rest, that 
he may devise mischief; how he will press on to 
iniquity, wearing away his strength, destroying his 
hei^th, and inducing prostration and decay of body 
and soul. The demands of his hard taskmaster 
are never exhausted, and he labours on in per- 
petual and unremitted servitude. Take, for example, 
the case of the covetous man, the man whom sin 
his master has set to accumulate riches: what 
thought, care, and anxiety, are demanded of him 
in the pursuit of wealth; what months of vanity 
and wearisome nights are appointed to him ; what 
calculation and forethought, what parsimony and 
prudence, what bodily exertion and perseverance, 
are required of him ; what an expenditure of time 
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and strength is exacted of him I And all in the 
service of sin : for he is neither pleasing Ood^ nor 
doing good to his neighbour, nor profiting himself, 
but simply yielding his members as instruments 
of unrighteousness unto sin. Or, take the case 
of a man over whom sin has set revenge as a task- 
master. How he cons over and contrives the 
means by which he may compass his purpose; 
how many bitter and painful thoughts he enter- 
tains ; what burdens of envy, hatred, and malice 
he has to bear; what assiduity is needed to carry 
out his designs, and what exertions and sacrifices 
he has to make that he may obey the dictates of 
his taskmaster and serve sin, with no reward but 
remorse and a guilty conscience I Oh, that those 
who serve the kindest of all masters, our Heavenly 
Father, would work His works with half the dili- 
gence with which the servants of sin follow the 
impulses of wickedness ! How little do we consider 
the fact, that while a state of sin is bandage, Gk)d's 
service is perfect freedom I 

III. The Israelites, when in the ' house of bon- 
dage,' were evil intreated. Their lives were made 
bitter with hard bondage : their children were taken 
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from them and destroyed: the tasks appointed 
them were more than they could fulfil, and then 
they were beaten because the work was not done ; 
and in many other ways they suffered oppression, 
so that 'the children of Israel sighed by reason 
of the bondage, and they cried/ 

In like manner, they who are living in sin find 
that they have a cruel master. A sinful life is far 
from being a happy or peaceful life. Indeed, sin 
and sorrow are so intimately connected together, 
that it is impossible to sever them ; the poor slave 
or sin is not only alienated from all true enjoyment 
of this life, and all peaceful hope of the future; 
but he is under the most direful oppression, and 
subjected to the most painful evils. Take, for ex- 
ample, the drunkard, who, while engaging in a soul- 
destroying practice, is at the same time submitting 
himself to almost every calamity which can render 
him miserable in this world. He loses his character, 
he loses his friends ; in the place of concord and 
love in the bosom of his family, contentions and 
jealousies and every bitter feeling is introduced; 
instead of the cheerful hearth, the clean home, the 
comfortable meal, he finds that poverty, squalor. 
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and indigence^ render his habitation a mere desola- 
tion. The vigour^ healthy and conscious integrity 
of manhood^ have given place to languor^ pain^ 
corporeal and mental sufferings and the loss of self- 
respect. What good thing has he not lost ? What 
ill has he not incurred? Or — let us measure this 
point by another example — that of the passionate 
man. His peculiar sinful propensity is one which 
not prospectively but at once^ not indirectly but 
immediately from itself^ heaps an intolerable load of 
suffering on his mind, and distracts him with many 
fearful and bitter thoughts, convulsing his whole 
soul with emotions so nearly akin to those which we 
suppose will hereafter harass the lost throughout 
Eternity, that he may truly be said to be tasting 
aforehand the bitterness of the cup of wrath. And 
what shall we say further of that large class of 
sinners who for their crimes are condemned to 
penalties varying in degree according as human 
justice sees fit to inflict : fines, exile, imprisonment, 
or the felon's death f Oh ! what a tyrannical 
master is sin I Oh I how full of the habitations 
of cruelty is this ^ house of bondage ! ' 

IV. The condition of the Israelites in Egypt 
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grew worse and worse. The beginning of their 
troubles appeared to be merely the jealousy of that 
king who * knew not Joseph/ but they soon found 
that their privileges were taken away one by one ; 
then they were annoyed by insult and abuse ; then 
they were afflicted with hard work and heavy 
burdens^ and eventually enslaved; the rigour of 
their bondage became heavier and heavier^ until 
cruelty was added to cruelty^ so that even the young 
children were snatched away from their weeping 
mothers and put to death. 

Yes^ and it is quite as true that the case of 
sinners is retrograde : they go from bad to worse ; 
once let a man be the servant of sin, so long as he 
continues in that bondage he is every day sinking 
deeper and deeper into the mire of ungodliness, and 
incurring more and more misery ; and, unless the 
Lord hear his cry and come down and deUver him, 
' the last state of that man is worse than the first/ 

V. There is one more observation to be made : 
it is this : The children of Israel had no means of 
escaping from the house of bondage. They were shut 
in on every side j surrounded by watchful enemies ; 
ruled by a prince, who Would not even suffer them 
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to go three days' journey into the wilderness ; they 
had no means of transport, and, indeed, did not 
know where to go. Thus, humanly speaking, it 
was impossible for them to escape. 

And how shall the sinner escape the lusts of 
the flesh, the pollution of the world, and the power 
of the devil ? Can he by resolutions cut in sunder 
the bonds of his servitude? Can he break his 
league with Satan by any effort of his own f Can 
he vanquish the inward enemy of his salvation by 
putting forth his utmost exertions? No, he is 
helpless as a babe ; fast bound in misery and irons ; 
enclosed inextricably in the meshes of the Evil 
One ; he is in the house of bondage, and Sin is his 
jailor, who bolts and bars every door of egress, so 
that he cannot escape : it is impossible (t. e. so far 
as the sinner himself is concerned, and so far as 
human aid and human friends ars concerned, it is 
impossible) for him to deliver his soul from the 
dominion of sin. 

But, thanks be to God, with Him all things 
are possible, and He can by His grace perform 
for the enslaved soul what He once did for the 
imprisoned and enchained Peter; He can strike 
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his chains in sunder^ and throw open his prison 
doors^ and say to the captive^ 'Be free/ 

Let us ask ourselves^ Has this miracle of mercy 
been exercised in our case ? Have we been brought 
« out of darkness into lights and from the power 
of Satan unto God ? Has the Son of God made 
us free from the law of sin and deaths so that we 
are no longer the servants of sin, but ' have obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine which was 
delivered us ? ^ And if so, then, while we triumph 
in so great salvation, while we rejoice in the glad- 
ness of God^s people, and give thanks with His 
inheritance, let us beware lest we be exalted above 
measure with the magnitude of our privileges, and 
endeavour to keep ourselves in that humble, lowly, 
and dependent state of mind which our Heavenly 
Father approves, by thinking often of that abject 
condition from which He has released us; let as 
compare what we are with what we once were, 
and thankfully remember the day in which we 
came out from Egypt, out of 'the house of 
bondage.' 
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CHAPTER II. 

PREPARATION FOR THE JOURNEY. 
ExoD. xii. 1-14. 




|HEN the Israelites were on the point of 
emerging from bondage they were com- 
manded to celebrate a religious feast. 



which was the origin of that ever-after solemnly 
observed and important festival called ^The Pass- 
over.^ The occasion and manner of this feast is 
fully described in the passage before us^ and the 
posture in which they were to partake of it is 
particularly noted in the 11th verse. 

The great miracle which eventually compelled 
Pharaoh to dismiss the children of Israel from his 
territories was the destruction of the first-born of 
all the Egyptians. A destroying angel was com- 
missioned to execute this judgment^ and to enter 
every house of the Egyptians at midnight, and slay 
the first-bom, ' from the first-bom of Pharaoh that 
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sat on his throne^ unto the first-bom of the captive 
that was in the dungeon.' The Israelites were to 
be spared this infliction; but in order that they 
might escape the general destruction^ each family 
was commanded to take a lamb without blemish, 
a male of the first year : this lamb they were to 
kill in the evening, and take of the blood, and 
strike it on the two side-posts and on the upper 
door-post of the houses; they were then to eat 
the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and un- 
leavened bread; and in this manner were they to 
eat it, with their loins girded, their shoes on their 
feet, and staff in hand ; and they must eat it in 
haste. When, therefore, the Lord passed through 
to smite the Egyptians, and when He saw the blood 
on the lintel and on the two side-posts, the Lord 
passed over the door and would not suffer the 
destroyer to come into their houses to smite them. 
Thus they escaped that plague, and were at the 
same time prepared for their immediate and final 
departure from that land of their captivity. 

Hence we have two distinctly marked points in 
which the story of the Israelites allegorizes the spiri- 
tual history of the sinner seeking a heavenly country. 
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I. The first of which is this. Before the Israel- 
ites could escape the terrible calamities of Egypt^ 
they must comply with the method divinely ap- 
pointed for their deliverance. They must carefully 
select the lamb; they must slay it; they must 
sprinkle the blood; they must eat the flesh. Now 
all this required faith on their part; and their 
compliance would show that they believed that the 
threatened judgment would come — that unless the]^ 
had the sign of the slain lamb on their door-posts^ 
they would suffer with the Egyptians in the 
coming calamity; that by adopting the divinely 
appointed means^ they might securely rest in their 
houses without fear of harm ; that God would fulfil 
His promise that He would not suffer the destroying 
Angel to enter their dwellings and that He would 
overrule all these momentous events to their ulti- 
mate complete emancipation. Their faith^ then^ in 
all these particulars^ would be tested and proved by 
their ready acquiescence^ and by their prompt and 
strict employment of all the means devised by the 
Almighty for their deliverance. And it is remark- 
able, that although the children of Israel on many 
other occasions showed themselves very imperfect, 

c 
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and often unwilling^ followers of the commands of 
Jehovah;^ so much so as to deserve the epithet, 
'A perverse and stubborn generation/ yet on the 
present occasion we do not read of one defaulter ; 
every man among them did as he was directed, and 
there were no delinquents to share in the calamities 
of Egypt. 

Do we not, in all this, see how absolute is the 
requirement of the gospel, that if we would be 
saved from the dominion of our sins, we must con- 
form to God's plan of salvation through Christ, 
and that there is ^ none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we must be saved?' 
And do we not plainly perceive, that if Christ Jesus 
has become the author of salvation to all them that 
obey Him, the first and only satisfactory evidence 
we can give of our being really in earnest in seeking 
salvation is exhibited in the cry of the soul, 'Lord, 
what wouldest thou have me to do ?' 

Now what are these requisites, without which 
none of us can be delivered from wrath ? They 
exactly correspond with those which were enjoined 
on the Israelites. For like as God forewarned His 
people of the approach of the destroying angel, so 
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are we moat plainly and folly advertised of the 
coming wrath of God^ which is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men. And if we disbelieve or neglect the warn- 
ings that day will come upon us unawares; the 
terrible fate of the enemies of God will overtake us 
in an hour that we look not for it^ — will find us 
unshielded^ unprotected, and will fall upon us with 
an impetuosity which it will be hopeless, yea, im- 
possible to resist. 

To take warning at once, and look around for a 
door of hope, will be the first indication^ of a 
saving faith ; faint, perhaps, as the first streak of 
early dawn, but yet as certain a precursor-of the 
approach of light. For He who causeth the light 
to shine out of darkness, will not leave the anxious 
inquirer to grope on still in obscurity, but will 
shine into their hearts, 'to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of Ood in the face of Jesus 
Christ:' 'He who spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all,' will as surely reveal 
this mystery of His love to every trembling fugitive 
from wrath. But what if this Saviour, when re- 
vealed, is rejected f what if the blood of His cove- 
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nant be counted an unholy thing f or ' how shall 
we escape^ if we neglect so great salvation V ' For 
if we sin wilfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truths there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins/ So we find^ that when the 
Israelites were to be delivered from the house of 
bondage^ they were to select as their sacrifice a 
lamb ^ without blemish/ — an apt emblem of that 
Lamb of God slain from the foundation of the 
world; of Him who 'knew no sin/ and who, 
therefore, was competent to make .satisfaction by 
His own blood-shedding for the sins of the whole 
world. Yes, indeed, this is He who, having spilt His 
blood upon Calvary, having made Himself an offering 
for sin, and in dying having overcome death and 
him that hath the power of death, is ever calling 
upon us — upon all men — by His providence, by 
His grace, and by His gospel, saying, ' Look unto 
me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth/ 

But not only must the lamb be slain, the 
blood must be sprinkled (verses 21-33). Every 
Israelite must have the mark of the Paschal lamb 
on his house, indicating his acquiescence in the 
terms of his indemnity ; there must be no fear of 
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reproach^ no cowering from publicity^ no secrecy in 
his doings; the blood must be on the most pro- 
minent place^ where it could be most easily seen : 
he must^ in fact^ own before the Egyptians and 
before Israel^ and before his neighbours and his 
household; that he relied for deliverance solely in 
that blood of the lamb. 

We^ toO; must come to the blood of sprinkling ; 
we must believe in and confess a crucified Saviour ; 
we must rely simply and solely on the blood of 
Jesus Christ to cleanse us from all sin. It is the 
only fountain opened for sin and uncleanness ; the 
only ransom which can purchase our emancipa- 
tion from sin ; the only offering which can secure 
our immunity from the sword of the destroying 
angel. Let us then accept the proffered release 
from the chains with which we have been fast tied 
and bound: let us take it as a free gift of God 
through the sacrifice of the death of Christ; and 
so iniquity shall not be our ruin ; sin shall not have 
dominion over us, ' for we are not under the law, but 
under grace/ And let our Christianity be patent 
unto the world. Let us not dream of the possibility 
of being secretly Christians — Christians in retire- 
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ment, in the doKi, or wlien in the company of 
Christ's people, while we are ashamed of Jesns 
before the world. No, while we weA to have onr 
inward man pnrified and sanctified by the atoning 
blood, let ns strike it also mi the lintel and the door- 
post; let the token of onr Christianity, the open 
avowal of onr faith in Christ, the bold acknowledg- 
ment that we belong to Christ, the nnwayering, nn- 
eompromising testimony of oor adherence to Him, 
be read and known of all men. For He has said, 
' Whosoever shall confess me before men, him will 
I confess also before my Father which is in heaven : 
bat whosoever shall deny me before men, him will 
I also deny before my Father which is in heaven/ 

II. Let ns now pass on to the second point. 
The Israelites were not only to r^ard the ordinance 
of the Passover as a means of their deliverance 
from the plague which fell npon the Egyptians, 
but were to look npon it as a preparation for their 
journey to the promised land. And accordingly 
they were to eat it in haste, as really intending 
and ready to start at once. The opportunity of 
escape was one which would admit of no delay; 
they must embrace the favourable moment when 
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Pharaoh and all the Egyptians^ terrified by the 
midnight visit of the hand of death in every honse^ 
were not only willing to let the people go^ but 
were 'argent upon them^ that they might send 
them out of the land in haste/ If this chance 
were lost, it might never recur ; and it might be 
lost if they did not make haste. Therefore they 
were to eat the Passover thus^ with their loins 
girded^ their shoes on their feet^ and their staff 
in hand ; not losing precious moments^ not wasting 
time in self-indulgence^ but in readiness for their 
immediate departure, on the alert for the signal 
which should call them to forsake the land of their 
burdens and misery, and to set ont on their journey 
towards the land ' flowing with milk and honey/ 

As believers in Jesus, who look to Christ as 
our Bedeemer, and to heaven as our home, can 
we reach yon peaceful shore, can we attain that 
heaven of joy and love, except we traverse the 
path which leads thereto, the path of life? We 
know we cannot \ we know that the narrow way 
of Kfb must be trod, if ever we would attain the 
end of our faith. Oh, how vain are the hopes, 
how delusive the expectations, of those who say 
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thfey believe in Christy but will hot follow Him ; 
who express their approval of the means of sal- 
vation^ but will not adopt them ; or who declare 
their intention of some time making a pilgrimage 
.to heaven^ but forget that 'now is the accepted 
time^ now is the day of salvation I ' Equally^ if 
not more^ fatal is the error of those who imagine 
that to enlist themselves in the ranks of professing 
Christians is all that is required of them; who 
think that nothing more is necessary, when they 
have once given in their names as followers of 
the Captain of their salvation. Such are only like 
the mixed multitude who joined themselves with 
Israel at their exodus, merely because they hoped 
to reap certain advantages, but did not consider 
that to be blessed with Israel they must be one 
with Israel, and serve the Lord God of Israel. 

Now, the chapter before us, like many other 
portions of Scripture, instructs us that the believer's 
life is a journey: it may be a troublesome and 
dangerous journey ; it may be long, or it may be 
short; it may in some respects be pleasant, in 
other respects it may be, and most likely will be, 
arduous and beset with temptations and trials. 
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For all these casualties and probable events the 
man who really desires to go to the heavenly 
Canaan must be prepared. He must at the onset 
make up his mind to endure all things for the 
attainment of so glorious a hope; he must be 
resolved to wait no longer^ but to commence his 
pilgrimage at once: feeling the burden of his sin^ 
he must hasten and escape for his life : putting 
on the whole armour of God^ he must standi 
having his loins girt about with truths and having 
on the breastplate of righteousness^ and his feet 
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. 
And being thus equipped^ he will only wait to 
receive the marching order of the God he means 
to serve ; and placing himself under the guidance 
of His providence^ he sets out in the full assurance 
of faith that he will be led in the right way^ 
preserved in all dangers^ and carried through all 
tribulations^ and brought at length in safety to 
the land whither all his hopes and desires lead 
him. 

Let us^ as the gist of all this, inquiringly and 
prayerfully ask ourselves, — Is this the case with 
us? Have we received Christ Jesus our Lord as 
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our only Saviour? Have we come to 'Jesus the 
Mediator of the new covenant^ and to the blood 
of sprinklings that speaketh better things than that 
of Abel?' Have we washed our robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb? Are we 
boldly and openly confessing Christ before men^ 
and showing by every action of our lives that we 
are not ashamed of Him? And^ lastly, are we 
really and truly determined that, in order to reach 
the heavenly Canaan, to enjoy Christ and be found 
in Him, we will from this time forth 'count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus our Lord;' that we will reckon 
ourselves as strangers and pilgrims upon earth, 
seeking a better country, that is, a heavenly ; and 
that, whatever hindrances may beset our path, we 
will earnestly ' press on towards the mark for the 
prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus?' 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE UNLIKELY WAY. 
ExoD. ziii. 17, 18. 

OD'S thoughts are not our thoughts^ 
neither are our ways His ways. In no 
particular is this more evident than in 
the leadings of His providence. Little did the 
IsraeUtes, on leaving Egypt^ think that they would 
be wanderers in the wilderness for the long period 
of forty years. And how little did they know 
of the way they should go, and the varied re- 
gions they should traverse, before their foot should 
tread the happy land, of which God had said 
to Abraham, ^To thee will I give it, and to thy 
seed for ever ! ' Probably they expected that, by 
taking a short route, a few days would bring them 
to Canaan. And indeed, humanly speaking, that 
appeared the most likely thing to happen. It 
would seem to them most feasible to march by the 
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nearest road^ which lay through the land of 
Philistia^ and which^ allowing for obstacles and 
detentions^ might easily be gone over in a week. 
They could not see any reason why this way should 
not be selected; they apprehended no danger; they 
knew of no hindrance. This was the way that 
appeared to them the right one, and they would 
have chosen it. But God designed it otherwise. 
He led them by a way that they knew not : ' God 
led the people about through the way of the 
wilderness of the Red Sea.' This way appeared 
to them the most unlikely in every respect ; they 
did not see how it was possible for them to escape 
out of Egypt by this road ; and if they did, it was 
not at all in the direction of the country they 
wished to reach. The land of Canaan lay far to 
the north, but God led them almost due south; 
so that every step they took seemed to carry them 
further and further from the country of their desire. 
Again, when ' the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Speak unto the children of Israel that they turn 
and encamp before Pi-habiroth, between Migdol 
and the sea, over against Baal-zephon,' might not 
the Israelites have thought, ' Surely God is leading 
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U8 wrong ! we shall be entangled between the 
mountains in this Pass of Hiroth, where we cannot 
turn to the right hand or to the left if Pharaoh 
should pursue after us?' Or^ when He led them on 
towards the Bed Sea^ did it not appear as though 
they were advancing in vain f For how were these 
600^000 men^ with their wives and families, their 
flocks and herds, besides the mixed multitude that 
accompanied them, to pass these deep waters ? 
They had no ships, boats, or bridges, and the 
water was too deep to ford. Gould this possibly be 
the right way? Would not Pharaoh say 'they are 
entangled in the laud, the wilderness hath shut 
.l.»,int' I. e^y p^i^lT. «..™fo„, i. -.Id 
appear to the Israelites, that instead of escaping by 
this route from the land of Dgypt, they were but 
exposing themselves to new dangers and fresh 
calamities ; and we can hardly wonder that, when 
the children of Israel lifted up their eyes and be- 
held the Egyptians marching after them, they were 
sore afraid ; and that they said unto Moses, in their 
alarm, ' Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast 
thou taken us away to die in the wilderness V 

And yet we know that it was the right way — 
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that God had special reasons for bringing them out 
by that particular road; that He had power not 
only to make the way plain before them^ but to 
remove every obstacle which might intervene to 
obstruct their progress ; and that He did eventually 
bring them in His own way to the promised land. 

Can we not learn from this history some valu- 
able lessons in the heavenly pilgrimage? Does 
not the experience of Israel in the first days of 
their journeying teach us what we are to expect f 
and how we ought to walk^ if it is our aim to 
obtain an abundant entrance into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? 
If we look upward^ surely God will give us grace 
to gather the wisdom which He has set before us 
in this portion of His word. 

I. We may learn that if^ after escaping from 
the bondage of sin^ we wish to reach heaven in 
safety^ we must submit to be guided by that AUwise 
Being, who alone can show us the way wherein 
we ought to go. 

There are two things which tend to prevent us 
doing so. Notwithstanding our extreme short- 
sightedness, we are naturally very much inclined 
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to over-estimate our own discernment ; and notwith- 
standing that the narrow way of life has certain 
immistakable guide-marks^ there is another way, 
^a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death.' How very apt 
we are to devise our own ways, thinking that we 
can see the end from the beginning; convinced 
in our own minds, that perseverance and a very 
little precaution on our part will undoubtedly bring 
us through the few lets and hindrances to where 
we would be. This is the case in respect to every 
step we take in our worldly career; but we are 
thinking now of our spiritual journey, in which we 
are apt to judge (I will not say irrationally, but) 
without scrutiny, from external appearances and 
from probabilities, rather than from ascertained and 
reliable marks. Besides which, we forget that we 
are very indi£Ferent judges of the way, and that 
God alone can lead us in paths of safety. Oh, 
what short-sighted creatures we are ! How many 
a time ' all we like sheep have gone astray, and have 
turned every one to his own way,' all the while 
imagining^ that we were right ! And when the 
precept came that we were to march in another 



82 Contemplations on 

direction ; when we heard a voice behind us^ saying, 
'This is the way, walk ye in it;' when the provi- 
dence and grace of God marked out another coarse 
for us; then we feared to tread the intricate, 
thorny, hilly, and rugged path pointed out to us : 
we fancied we could see discrepancies in the direc- 
tions, insuperable difficulties in the way, dangers 
which it would be impossible to elude, and con- 
ditions incompatible with the final accomplishment 
of our entrance into life eternal. It is well for us, 
if we have even now learned to submit our own 
judgment to the Omniscience of Jehovah, to regard 
ourselves as so ignorant and foolish that we know 
nothing as we ought, and to believe that, however 
mysterious are the ways in which the Lord may 
direct our goings, they will in the end prove to be 
the best, the safest, the surest. It is the same 
lesson which Solomon taught Behoboam, ' Trust in 
the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto 
thine own understanding : in all thy ways acknow- 
ledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.' 

IL Let us also take into consideration the fact, 
that the way by which God leads His people is often 
mysterious. 
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We cannot always see His reasons. He directs 
us to such a course of action; leads us to some 
particular locality; calls us to certain duties; im- 
poses on us various restrictions; subjects us to 
numerous trials; and in many particulars^ marks 
out for us a passage through this world very dif- 
ferent from that we should have chosen for 
ourselves. And we begin to inquire why He does 
so : and the more we inquire, the more are we 
perplexed to know the wherefore. His purposes 
are hidden from us: His reasons and designs are 
mysterious to us. 

But this, so far from affording us a pretext for 
deviating from His laws, or complaining at His 
providences, should teach us our own short- 
sightedness, and prove an efficient motive for our 
exactest following of His motions, and our com- 
pletest acquiescence in His designs. Of this we 
may rest assured, that whether we can see them or 
not, God has wise and unimpeachable reasons for 
all He does, and for all He directs us to do The 
children of Israel, in all probability, were ignorant 
of the circumstances which made it necessary for 
them to take the road they did, when they fled out 
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of Egypt. But we, having the whole history before 
us, have do difficulty in seeing that God had special 
reasons for bringing them that way; and we can 
at least discern some of those reasons, and perceive 
their weightiness. For, in the first place, when the 
Israelites would have travelled straight through the 
land of the Philistines, (which was near,) God knew 
that in passing through the territories of a warlike 
people they would have to fight their way through 
the land ; and not being inured to war, they would 
be intimidated and desire to retrace their steps; 
and God said, ' Lest peradventure the people re- 
pent when they see war, and they return to Egypt/ 
Then, again, when He led them into the intricacies 
of Fi-hahiroth, He would test both their faith and 
their obedience. And in conducting them through 
the Bed Sea, was it not that He might have honour 
upon Fharaoh and all his host ? and that the 
Egyptians might know that He was the Sovereign 
Lord of heaven and earth 7 And so it is with His 
spiritual Israel — 

' Deep in unfathomable mines 

Of never-failing skill, 
He treasures up His wise designs, 

And works His sovereign wilL' 
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He leads His people by a way that they know not ; 
for causes of which they are not cognizant; and 
for purposes which they cannot comprehend. And 
yet he shows in the end that all His leadings have 
been devised and consummated with supreme wis- 
dom, and that it is impossible for Him to err. 
Cause and effect are before Him in one view : He 
knows the end from the beginning ; He can over- 
rule all circumstances, and determine all events. 
The way He bids us to walk in may appear to us 
strange: the accomplishment of His precept may 
seem impossible : in fact. His way may seem to us 
altogether the wrong way. But in the end, when 
the path is trod and the journey accomplished, and 
our eyes are opened to see the dangers we have 
escaped, and the progress we have made, and the 
blessings we have attained, then we shall be con- 
strained to acknowledge in our own case, as David 
did in regard to Israel, ' He led them forth by the 
right way, that they might go to a city of habita- 
tion.' When we cease to rely on our own discretion, 
and yield our wills to the will of the Lord ; when 
we go forth at His command, leaning by faith on 
His promises, relying on His power, trusting to His 
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gaidance ; then all the apparent discrepancies of the 
way are reconciled with perfect wisdom ; all the dif- 
ficulties which we so much shrunk from are levelled ; 
all the dangers we apprehended are taken out of the 
way ; ' every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough places plain '/ and if the mysteriousness of 
God's ways do not entirely disappear, we shall at 
least have granted to us sufficient insight into the 
mind of the Lord to enable us to pray, ' Lead me, 
Lord, in thy righteousness • • . make thy way 
straight before my face.' 

A few concluding reflections on this passage 
will show us how much encouragement may be 
derived from it. 

We learn from it, that if we nre going by the 
directions of God we need not be apprehensive of 
danger. The Israelites were perfectly safe, although 
many things seemed to assume a menacing attitude. 
The barren wilderness, the thirsty land, the host 
of Pharaoh, each in turn threatened them with 
destruction. But no sooner did they cry unto the 
Lord in their trouble, than He delivered them out 
of their distress. ' Fear ye not^ stand still, and see 
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the salvation of the Lord^' was the encouragement 
held out to them by Moses. And may not we 
derive comfort and encouragement from a similar 
assurance^ ' There shall no evil befall thee, neither 
shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling/ if we 
have made the Lord which is our refuge, even the 
most High, our habitation ? St. Peter asks, ' Who 
is he that shall harm you, if ye be followers of 
that which is good ?' Therefore we may commit 
the keeping of our souls unto Him as a faithful 
Creator, and walk in His ways devoid of fear, and 
quiet all our apprehensions, saying, ' Though I pass 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for thou art with me/ 

Under the same heavenly guidance we need not 
be discouraged by difficulties. Difficulties we shall 
meet with. With the whole world against us ; with 
our own natural corruptions impeding us; and 
fighting our way, not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities and powers, we cannot expect 
a smooth path. Nevertheless, if we will but face 
these difficulties in the power of the Almighty — if 
we will trust implicitly to His promised help, we 
may take to ourselves the assurance that with God 
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all things are possible, and that however impassable 
may seem the barriers, however stupendous the 
impediments, however apparently inaccessible the 
acclivities, our Heavenly Father will enable us to 
surmount them all ; and nothing shall prevent us 
from entering into that rest which remaineth for 
the people of God. 

For, lastly, the consciousness that we are walking 
in the ways of God is itself a ffitarantee that we shall 
reach the desired country. He who led Israel 
forth out of Egypt never forsook them, but went 
before them ' by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead 
them the way ; and by night in a pillar of fire, to 
give them light;' and thus He continued with them 
until He brought them in to possess that good land 
which He had promised. So we know, that if we 
pursue the narrow path which God has directed us 
to walk in, it will lead us to heaven: the Good 
Shepherd will conduct us with His own staff and 
rod into His peaceful, happy fold, where cfar troubles 
will cease, and our wanderings terminate in a serene 
and joyous realization of all we had hoped and 
longed for ; where we shall rest from our journey- 
iogs, and be for ever with the Lord. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE GUIDING PILLAR. 
ExoD. xiii. 20-22. 

Would that, whenever our lips utter it, we could 
fully enter into the meaning of the prayer contained 
in the Collect, — ^Prevent us, Lord, in all our 
doings with Thy most gracious favour/ It is the 
expression of a desire on our part that God will 
ffo before us to guide, lead, and direct us in 
everything we do. Daily experience teaches us 
how needful such a petition is; for without His 
prevenience we should constantly be going astray, 
and we could have no confidence that we should 
ever reach heaven. Under this conviction we find 
Moses praying, ^ If Thy presence go not with me, 
carry us not up hence.' And the Lord, knowing 
that His people Israel would be altogether at fault 
if He left them to traverse the wilderness by their 
own unaided judgment, ' went before them by day 
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in a pillar of a cloud to lead them the way^ and 
by night in a pillar of fire to give them light/ 

What a beautiful sight must have presented 
itself to the admiring view of the collected multi- 
tudes of Israel^ as this glorious pillar of fleecy 
cloud rose before them ' in the edge of the wilder- 
ness/ as they quitted Etham ; and^ as night drew 
on, how splendid was the vision of the fiery pillar 
as it illuminated the path they trod ! The people 
must have admired it : for how can any one con- 
template the works of (jod^ and the phenomena 
of Nature, without admiration? Who has not 
fixed his admiring gaze on the starry firmament, 
or the soft waving clouds gilded by the setting 
sun ; or watched in the stillness of a winter's 
evening the magic streamers of the Northern 
Lights? Who has not admired, while totally 
unable to look steadfastly upon it, that glorious 
orb of light which God has planted in the heavens 
to give light upon the earth ? And yet there must 
have been something in the appearance of the pillar 
of cloud and of fire which would give it a beauty 
and an attractiveness superseding even these mag- 
nificent objects ; for this was the manifestation of 



IsraeVs Exodus. 41 

the effulgence of God's glory, the sensible token 
of His presence: the Lord Himself ^went before 
them by day in a pillar of a cloud to lead them 
the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give 
them light/ 

But we may be sure that God did not introduce 
this glorious appearance merely to excite admira- 
tion, although in that alone He would be glorified. 
He had a further object in view. In His love and 
in His mercy He thought upon His people whom 
He had brought out of Egypt, and would cheer 
them, and give them good courage : He would let 
them know that it was Himself who by His mighty 
hand, and outstretched arm, had brought them out 
from the land of their captivity ; and that He, the 
Mighty God, vouchsafed to be their guide. Thus, 
they would have before their eyes both the joy of 
His salvation and the comfort of His presence. 

Nor is the same blessing and the same en- 
couragement denied to us, if we are fleeing from 
our sins, and earnestly seeking heaven. We see, 
indeed, no cloudy or fiery pillar; but our faith can 
lay hold on the promise, 'I will be with thee,' 
and our heart can apprehend and respond to the 
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motions of the Spirit, of whom it is said, ' He will 
guide you into all truth/ Oh, how great is the 
blessedness of havin-r the Lord alway before us; 
of experiencing, as none but the Christian can, 
the consolation of having God so nigh unto us, 
and of entertaining the assurance that, ' being led 
by the Spirit of 6od^ in the way everlasting, we 
shall not err therein ! 

To be sure, the Israelites had sensible evidence 
of God^s presence and guidance, while we walk Jy 
faith and not by sight. Yet we are not less privi- 
leged than they were ; for though we see Him not. 
He is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, and 
He manifests Himself to us unmistakably ; for, as 
Jesus has said, ' He that loveth me shall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him and will manifest 
myself to him ; ' and ' the Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit that we are the children of 
God/ So that we need not labour under any 
doubts, or entertain any misgivings as to whether 
we are in the right way or not ; but so long as we 
are following the motions of the Holy Spirit, we 
may say with David, ' I will fear no evil, for Thou 
art with me;' we may confidently affirm before the 
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world, ' We are journeying unto the place of which 
the Lord said, " I will give it you/' ' 

Let us turn our attention to another feature in 
the narrative before us. It was in the wilderness 
that God thus led His people. They were passing 
through a country they had never seen before; 
they knew nothing of the way; there were no 
roads, no direction-posts, no guides. They would, 
(had they been left to themselves,) soon have become 
confused among the intricate defiles, the rocky 
ridges, the barren wastes, and the wide-spreading 
plains of those unexplored regions. And, therefore, 
in compassion to their ignorance, ^ the Lord went 
before them by day in a pillar of a cloud to lead 
them the way ; and by night in a pillar of fire, to 
give them light.' And thus, when they knew not 
of themselves which way to turn, they had an 
Omniscient Guide, who took care that their foot- 
steps should not err, even when there was no path 
marked out to them. 

The world is a wilderness, in which the children 
of God are often perplexed as to the course they 
should pursue. They look to the right hand and 
to the left, but there is nothing to indicate what 
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direction they should take^ in order to their spiritual 
advancement. The world affords us no helps to 
divine knowledge^ nor any insight into the way of 
truth. So far from promoting our progress in 
holiness^ the world presents to our view every con- 
ceivable barrier. The men of the world know 
nothing of the narrow road^ and^ therefore^ they 
cannot point us to Him who is ' the Way.' Oh ! 
what should we do^ were it not for the promise of 
Him who has said, ' I will instruct thee, and teach 
thee the way which thou shalt go ; I will guide thee 
with mine eye ? ' The world is a wilderness where 
we wander as pilgrims seeking for a better country ; 
here we have no continuing city ; here we have no 
certain dwelling-place; here we suffer as in a 
barren and dry land, where no water is ; and here 
we should stray and be lost, were it not for the 
loving-kindness of our God, who prevents us in all 
our doings with His most gracious favour, and 
furthers us with His continual help. To the young 
and inexperienced Christian it is an unknown and 
untrodden wilderness ; we know not at the onset of 
our heavenly journey what is before us in the world. 
Others, indeed, have traversed it before us; but 
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their experience affords us little help : we must each 
have our own experience of it ; and that experience 
would be a bitter one^ but for the manifestation of 
God's presence and guidance. We may have learnt 
from others that the way is not easy, or from the 
Bible that, ' in the world we shall have tribulation ;' 
but yet, as we look forward and endeavour to scan 
the weary waste before us, we find it hidden from 
us by the mists of uncertainty. The cloud which 
went before the children of Israel showed tbem 
only so much of the way as was immediately 
before them, while, in all probability, it obscured 
the whole of the desolate wilderness beyond. We 
know not what shall befall us. Perhaps it is a 
mercy we do not : ' sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof.' 

Still taking this allegorical view of the subject, 
we may use it to elucidate a circumstance which 
frequently perplexes the inexperienced Christian. 

We very generally find, that when the Lord is 
pleased to grant us more than usual prosperity and 
comfort, the brightness of our greatest joy is 
dimned by some intervening disappointment or 
sorrow. And when, on the other hand, the hour 
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of adversity overshadows our path, then some 
spring of consolation comes to dispel the heavi- 
ness of our soul. ' The Lord went before them by 
day in a pillar of a cloud/ They who have 
travelled under the influence of a burning sun in 
an Eastern clime, however much they may have 
admired its brilliancy or valued its light, would be 
ready to appreciate ' the shadow of a great rock in 
a weary Jand/ or the cooling effect of the cloud 
which should subdue the scorching rays. Thus we 
may suppose the Israelites felt the benefit of the 
pillar of a cloud, not only as going before them to 
lead them in the way, but as screening them from 
the oppressive heat of the sun. 

Prosperity, although very pleasant to look upon, 
and agreeable to flesh and blood, is more dangerous 
than perhaps we are aware of to our spiritual well- 
being. It operates upon our souls as the sun upon 
the grass in a barren and dry land; and there is 
little doubt that continued and unchecked pros- 
perity would soon wither all the plants of grace 
within us. It is, therefore, a matter of thankful- 
ness that it seldom or never shines upon us without 
being tempered by some alloy. If riches increase. 
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cares come with them: if glad tidings reach us 
from one quarter^ saddening intelligence arrives 
from another : if grace has caused our souls to leap 
for joy at some spiritual triumph, we have not long 
to wait before we are called to lament that Satan 
has had an advantage over us. Thus the cloud 
moderates our rejoicings keeps us from being too 
highly elated^ prevents the sunshine of prosperity 
from dazzling us with its glare; so that we are 
enabled to ^ serve the Lord with fear and rejoice 
with trembling/ 

But we have our hours of darkness also. The 
smile of nature is no longer seen : the favour of 
Providence seems to be withholden : we are ready 
to think that God has utterly turned away His face 
from us^ and that our sun has set for ever. It is 
the night of nature^ and of our souls too : ' we wait 
for lights but behold obscurity; for brightness^ but 
we walk in darkness.^ It is then that He who 
went before His people Israel ^ by night in a pillar 
of fire to give them light/ prevents us with His 
most gracious favour^ and causes the light of His 
countenance to shine upon us. He sends the token 
of His presence to cheer us under the depressing 
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influence of our calamities^ the light of His Spirit 
to instruct us bow to walk; and enables us to 
rejoice in tribulation. Thus He calls to those who 
have long sat in darkness and the shadow of death, 
' Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee.' And to the de- 
pressed and heavy-laden Christian He says, ' T^or a 
small moment have I forsaken thee, but with great 
mercies will I gather thee : in a little wrath I hid 
my face from thee for a moment, but with ever- 
lasting kindness will I have mercy upon thee/ 

Thus, in the most gloomy pathways of life, and 
in the hours of deepest adversity, the children of 
God have the presence of their Heavenly Father to 
give them light, and comfort, and peace. 

Once more : may we not regard the pillar of 
cloud and of fire as being emblematical of the 
Bible ? 

As the Christian traverses this world of ver- 
satility, in which, while he enjoys many blessings, 
he is also subjected to many reverses; in which, 
while his way is sometimes smooth and plain be- 
fore him, he meets with many intricacies, and is 
perplexed by many diverging paths ; to whom can 
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he look for gaidance^ but to the Allwise Creator ? 
And how does that Supreme Buler of the Universe 
communicate His instructions so distinctly as by 
His written word ? 

The wandering tribes of Israel^ while seeking 
their earthly Canaan^ had a plain, and palpable^ and 
infallible guide by day in the pillar of a cloud 
which led them the way, and by night in the pillar 
of fire which gave them light. That cloudy pillar, 
directed from on high^ could not lead them astray ; 
and so long as they followed in its track, they 
could not err. 

We too, have, in the Bible, a safe and true 
guide. In this heaven-inspired volume we have a 
*sure word of prophecy; whereunto we do well 
that we take heed, as unto a light that shineth in 
a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star 
arise in our hearts.' Oh, if we would but look to 
and follow the leadings of this holy book, as the 
Israelites followed the direction marked out to 
them by the pillar of cloud and of fire, how many 
of the labyrinths of error and of doubt and of 
actual sin should we avoid I Here we have rules 
for every emergency, and regulations for our con- 

E 
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duct under all circumstances^ and directions in 
every difficulty. And all so simply setting before 
us the ^ay to heaven^ that the wayfaring man^ 
though a fool, need not err therein. ' Thy word,' 
said David, ' is a light unto my feet, and a lantern 
unto my path/ He asks 'Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way?^ and here is his 
answer, ' By taking heed thereto, according to thy 
word.' Yes, we may use the Bible at all times as 
an unerring guide, confident in the correctness of 
its teaching, and assured of its inspiration from on 
high : we may safely commit ourselves to its lead- 
ing alone, believing it to contain all the divine 
knowledge necessary to our salvation, and to testify 
truly of Him who is the way, the truth, and the 
life. 

Lastly, we are reminded of the perpetuity of 
the directing presence of our God. ' He took not 
away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar 
of fire by night, from before the people.' There 
God had placed it 'to go by day and night.* 
Nothing could divert it from the right path in 
which the Lord would lead His people. Unlike 
other clouds, which appear for a little time and 
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then vanish away^ which change their direction 
with eveiy breath of wind, which any sudden gust 
might dissipate; this remained steadfast and reli- 
able 'y it withstood all the tempests of that howling 
wilderness, it moved steadily onward in front of 
them, a perpetual indication that ' the Lord went 
before them,' and that in following the pillar they 
would never want any other guide. 

How much encouragement is here given us, if 
we are sincerely desirous of walking in all the 
statutes and commandments of the Lord blameless. 
We have His promise^ ^ I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee/ ^ Fear thou not, for I am with thee : 
be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteous- 
ness/ We have His ^ everlasting covenant, ordered 
in all things and sure.^ We have His divine 
ordinances for a continual testimony of His pre- 
sence and blessing. We have His holy word, 
^ which liveth and abideth for ever,' and which, 
notwithstanding all the wicked attempts of evil 
men to corrupt it, and all the efiforts of the powers 
of darkness to suppress it, still continues to be our 
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teacher^ our leader^ our lamp^ our comforter, as we 
wend our way through this weary wilderness of 
temptation and trial. And we may with confidence 
assure our hearts that He, who will have all men 
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth, will never take away ' the pillar of the cloud 
^y day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before 
His people/ 
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CHAPTER V, 

MARCHING ORDERS. 
ExoD. xiv. 13-16. 

HE Christian's principle is to 'walk by 
faith^ and not by sight.' But it is fre- 
quently a hard lesson to learn. When 
appearances seem to militate against the promises 
of God, when we have before our eyes facts which 
appear to render the avowed designs of Jehovah 
impracticable; when we, so far as we are capable 
of forming an opinion, think we have incontestible 
evidence that what we are called upon to be- 
lieve is an impossibility: then it is that our 
faith is put to the test: then it is that some, 
incapable of resisting the conclusions of their own 
carnal judgment, abdicate the principle of faith; 
then it is that even those who most tenaciously 
adhere to the principle, are convinced of the feeble- 
ness with which they hold it ; and the most they 
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can affirm is, ^Lord, I believe; help Thou mine 
unbelief.' 

Therefore, to test, as well as to strengthen faith, 
God sometimes places His people in circumstances 
in which their faith is tried to the utmost. When 
He gave Abraham the promise, ^ In thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed,' it was a 
hard thing to believe, when both he and Sarai were 
stricken in years; but his faith was much more 
severely tested when, years after that, he was com- 
manded to sacrifice his only son. If he obeyed, 
how could the promise be fulfilled ? But he did 
obey, ' accounting that God was able to raise him 
up, even from the dead.' So also, when God had 
intimated to David His intention of placing him 
upon the throne of Israel, are we not astonished 
how David's faith could ever have been maintained 
under circumstances which seemed calculated utterly 
to preclude him from the throne; and how he 
eould leave his cause so completely in the hands 
of God, even when the opportunity appeared to be 
presented to him of accomplishing it by his own 
act? No less striking is the example we have 
before us. Here the Israelites had the promise 
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that God would that day show them His salvation^ 
and that He would so completely deliver them from 
their enemies the Egyptians^ that they should ^ see 
them again no more for ever.' This promise they 
were required to believe. But that He might try 
how firm was the confidence they reposed on His 
word^ He purposely gave this promise under con- 
ditions which made it appear hard of fulfilment. 
He gave it at such a time^ and under such peculiar 
circumstances^ that the children of Israel could not 
see any possibility of their deliverance being accom- 
plished. Their position seemed to be most pre- 
carious; and their danger imminent. They were 
beset on all sides; on either side of them were 
precipitous and inaccessible cliffs and rocks : in 
front of them was the Bed Sea^ which^ humanly 
speaking; it was impossible for them to pass over : 
and behind thena Pharaoh and the Egyptians^ with 
their chariots and horses^ and a very great army. 
And yet, while they were in this perilous state, the 
Lord spake to them by His servant Moses, saying, 
' Fear not, stand still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord.^ Oh, how human reason would have argued 
against such a precept I If they had been put 
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upon devising for themselves what was best to be 
done, we may imagine some reasoning thus, — 'We 
cannot escape now, the wilderness hath shut us in : 
if we remain where we are, Pharaoh will overtake 
and destroy us; if we go forward, we shall be 
drowned in the sea : there are but two alternatives, 
and both of them equally subversive of the fond 
hopes we had cherished of reaching that better 
land; either we must show a bold front to our 
enemies, and sell our lives as dearly as possible, 
or we must yield ourselves into their hands and 
return submissively to the house of bondage/ 
Now, had Israel acted on this principle, and regu- 
lated their actions by what they saw, instead of by 
what they were taught of God, they must have 
fallen into the hands of their enemies; had they 
doubted Grod's promises now, as they had doubted 
on previous occasions, and did doubt afterwards in 
multiplied instances, they would never have reached 
Canaan. 

Whoever is a child of God is called upon to 

believe God implicitly. In every time of danger 
we are to place our fiill reliance on His promised 
interposition; in every hour of difficulty to look 
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unwaveringly to His promised aid j on every occa- 
sion when we find our own judgment at faulty to 
trust to His never-erring wisdom* And^ more than 
this^ when all things seem to be going against us ; 
when His comforts are withholden from us j when 
we are brought into great straits^ and cannot see 
any way of deliverance ; when our soul is far from 
peace^ and we are ready to cry, 'Will the Lord 
absent Himself for ever? Will He be no more 
intreated? Is His mercy clean gone for ever? 
Doth His promise fail for evermore ? ' then, indeed, 
it is that faith alone will stand us in good stead : 
then it is that our belief will be brought to the 
test, whether we can say, with Job, 'Though He 
slay me, yet will I trust in Him/ 

Perhaps we have had some experience in this 
matter: there are few Christians that have not, 
more or less. Perhaps our state in life, or our 
position in society, have been such that everything 
(outwardly at least) has militated against our 
spiritual improvement; possibly our religious edu- 
cation has been neglected; our opportunities of 
attending the public means of grace have been few, 
owing either to sickness or to the demands which 
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the world has made on our services; perhaps we 
have been circumstantially thrown in the midst of ' 
companions who have placed in our way every 
imaginable barrier to our growth in grace; or it 
may be that our own natural propensities have 
disinclined us to walk in the narrow way, and the 
arch-tempter has been busy fanning our lusts and 
engendering doubts. These and a thousand other 
impediments have risen up on our right hand and 
on our left^ like insurmountable rocks, and be- 
fore us like a deep and impassable sea, or behind 
us like the overpowering hosts of Egypt. And 
what had we to rely upon but the never-failing 
promise of Him that cannot lie ? And if, by the 
mercy of God, we have been brought out of all 
these dangers, and carried through all these tempt- 
ations, we can now look back upon them, adore 
our deliverer, and say, ^I had fainted, unless I 
had believed.* 

Thus far the subject is clear, at least to the 
understanding. But we have further to consider 
the influence of faith on our conduct. And here 
arises a difficulty. There are positions in which 
the exercise of faith is so opposite, that the believer 
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is at times perplexed to know how to act^ and 
the least hesitancy of faith is almost sure to induce 
him to act wrong. There are times when faith 
says, ^ Stand still.' There are times when faith 
says, ' Go forward.^ 

We are not to suppose that Moses was mis- 
directing Israel when he exhorted them to ^ stand 
still;' neither are we to think that God was re- 
proving or correcting him, when He bid him 
^ speak unto the children of Israel that they go 
forward/ In the first instance Moses spake to 
them in a time of suspense: he had received no 
communication from God relative to the intended 
movements of His people: neither he nor they 
knew what was to be done, nor how God would 
fulfil His word, nor what steps He would have 
them take : they knew only that the Lord could 
and would save them in His own way, and at His 
own time. They had His promise to rely upon, 
but had no specific directions as to the course they 
were to take. Therefore, it was their wisdom, under 
such circumstances, to 'stand still,' to see the 
salvation which God would work for them, and 
wait until He should intimate His will as to what 
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they should do. But all this required faith. To 
' stand stilP when standing still seemed inevitable 
destruction^ when an armed enemy^ bent on cap- 
turing or destroying them, was pressing on and 
nearly overtaking them, required a degree of faith 
much greater than the children of Israel generally 
possessed. But it was given them : they believed, 
and their deliverance came. 

We, too, must expect at times to experience a 
like trial of our faith. In seeking to escape from 
sin, and in fleeing from the wrath to come, occa- 
sions will arise when we have nothing but God^s 
promise to rely upon. Temptations will press 
heavily upon us ; the enemy presents himself ready 
to effect our ruin ; every one of the powers of 
darkness is striving to compass our fall ; and all 
things appear to indicate that it is time to be * up 
and doing/ We want to do something, but we 
know not what to do : we imagine that it is time 
for action, but no course of action is prescribed for 
us. Our fears would suggest flight; presumption 
and self-confidence would induce us to contend : 
but faith says ' stand still,' ^ believe and be saved,' 
' in your patience possess ye your souls,' for He 
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who has brought you under these threatening evils 
' will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape.^ 

Nor is this 'standing still' the effect of a 
sluggish or indolent disposition. There are those 
who^ either under the impression that they are 
exercising an extraordinary degree of faith^ or 
under the mistaken view that by inaction they 
are honouring God's sovereign grace^ will ' stand 
still' and do nothing: 'We can do nothing of 
ourselves/ say they, ' and, therefore, we will leave 
it all to grace.' So they never trouble themselves 
to seek salvation, and yet expect that grace will 
save them. 

But this is not the ' standing still' which faith 
demands. The Israelites were indeed commanded 
to ' stand still;' but it was to be in the attitude of 
waiting, watching, attention, and readiness ; look^ 
ing for the first intimation of God's will, and 
listening for the first sound of His voice when He 
should bid them ' go forward.' Their attitude was 
like that of those who are prepared to run a race : 
they are arranged and prepared for the effort they 
are about to make : they 'stand still' (not, indeed, 
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in the expectation that standing still will win the 
race, but), they stand in breathless suspense, with 
every nerve braced for action, the eye of each 
steadily fixed on the umpire, waiting only until 
he shall give the signal, ' Off ! ' 

We may be quite certain that Ood never en- 
courages indolence in those He would lead in the 
way everlasting. There may be times when He 
would try our faith by keeping us in suspense, 
and bidding us 'standstill;^ but more frequently 
He would have us show our faith by our works : 
and then it is that He bids us 'go forward/ 

And compliance, in this case, is sometimes as 
difficult, as faith-testing, as the order to 'stand 
still.' 'The Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore 
criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of 
Israel that they ffo forward.' What ! go for- 
ward? how? whither? Into the Bed Sea, and 
there be drowned ? So unbelief would have ques- 
tioned. For, indeed, there seemed to be no alter- 
native : the only direction in which they could go 
forward was straight into the deep waters. Was, 
then, God unmindful of His promise ? or had He 
utterly rejected His people ? and, now that He had 
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brought them oat from Egypt^ was He about to 
cause them to perish ? This was the trial of their 
faith : they were to believe against sight : they 
were to hope against hope : they were to march on 
towards what appeared to be inevitable destruction', 
and yet, all the while to believe that salvation was 
nigh at hand. 

Faith, if it be firm and steadfast, will always 
render obedience prompt and implicit. Faith never 
demands the why or wherefore of the command. 
The promise being believed, the command will be 
obeyed, without even a question being raised as to 
its expediency. Thus we see the advantage which 
believers have over the rest of the world : they can 
fearlessly ' go forward ' in the path of duty, enter- 
taining no apprehensions as to the consequences; 
whereas the doubtful and wavering are almost con- 
stantly afraid of doing right, lest some calamity 
should befall them. We may expect to be 
frequently placed in circumstances in which, if we 
only look with the eye of sense, we shall see nothing 
but ruin before us, if we are to maintain our in- 
tegrity and uprightness. Religion may seem to 
stand in the way of our success ; to ' go forward ' 
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acting on Christian principles may apparently be 
highly detrimental to onr worldly interests. Or, 
again, when the Lord communicates His will to us 
and tells us to ^ go forward*/ the thing may appear 
impossible. One or other may be tempted to say, 
' Here is a duty required of me, but I cannot do it : 
so many obstacles arise, that I find it altogether 
impracticable. Surely God does not require im- 
possibilities ? I will, therefore, take it for granted 
that, though he commands me to *' go forward,'' He 
will be satisfied that I should stand still.' Thus 
' blind unbelief is sure to err.' Oh, how different 
is the utterance of faith ! Hear how the believer 
would reason. ^ I have before me,' he says, ' a 
plain command: this command proceeds from God; 
therefore I must obey it. I do not know why God 
so orders it ; I cannot see what good end is to be 
accomplished by it; so far from advancing my 
present or eternal interests, compliance would 
seem to defeat them : but I will walk by faith, 
and not by sight; as the command is plain, 
so is the promise : I will, therefore, trust and 
obey.' 

We see, then^ how it was that the children of 
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Israel were enabled to 'go forward/ They had 
confidence that God would be as good as His word; 
and thatj although they could not now see their 
way^ He would make it plain before them as they 
advanced. So they began their march; and lo^ 
even the Bed Sea no longer presented any hindrance^ 
and they went ' on dry ground through the midst 
of the sea.' 

And we leam^ moreover, how it is, that while 
faith and obedience are ours, events are God's. So 
long as we are prepared to wait when God says 
' stand still/ and to proceed when God says ^ go 
forward/ we may safely leave the issues to His 
disposal. When it is a matter of faith we have to 
deal with, we need not inquire about the means; 
and when it is a matter of obedience which is set 
before us, we need not trouble ourselves as to the 
consequences. 

Let us, then, put implicit trust in God ; let us 
give implicit obedience to His precepts ; let us pray 
unto Him to increase our faith. And then, ' though 
now for a season, if need be, we are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations,' we shall have this 
comforting assurance to cheer us, ' that the trial of 
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our £uth ' is ' iinicli more predoos than of gold that 
perisbethy' and that it shall be 'found nnto praise 
and honoiir and glofy at the spearing of Jesns 
Christ/ 
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CHAPTER VI. 

LIGHT AND DARKNESS. 
ExoD. xiv. 19, 20. 

HEBE are various ways in which the 
historical events recorded in Scripture 
may be made instructive to us. They 
may turn to our edification, either by aflFording 
examples for us to follow or shun ; or by displaying 
vividly to our apprehensions the attributes of God ; 
by illustrating man^s depravity, or by holding forth 
encouragements to the exercise of faith j and some- 
tiaies they come before us bearing solemn and im- 
pressive warnings. 

The remarkable phenomena, described as having 
been eflFected by Almighty God in behalf of His 
people Israel, may be correctly and advantageously 
taken to illustrate a principle which is frequently 
exemplified in every one^s experience, and is espe- 
cially observable in the case of true believers; 
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namely^ that many of God's dispensations affect men 
happily or adversely, according to the condition of 
the minds of those who are the subjects of them. 
The occurrence is the same to all ; but it has dif- 
ferent effects on different natures, on different 
temperaments and dispositions. 

Thus, in the case before us, there is ' a pillar of a 
cloud ;^ the Lord is in that cloud: the cloudy pillar 
is placed between the Israelites and the Egyptians, 
within sight of each host; the same cloud is seen 
by both armies; but what a different aspect it 
assumes to each I To the army of Israel it ap- 
peared as a shining light which illumined their 
path, emitting a glorious irradiancy even in the 
hours usually shrouded in darkness, and smiling 
joy into their believing hearts, even in the midst 
of those temptations and toils which, but for its 
cheering lustre, might have overcast their souls 
with the deepest gloom. To the Egyptians, whose 
thoughts probably universally coincided with the 
sentiment expressed by their king, 'Who is the 
Lord, that I should obey His voice ? ' this selfsame 
pillar was ' a cloud and darkness,^ not only hiding 
from their view those of whom they were in pur- 
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suit^ but rendering invisible the road they would 
take^ hindering them from seeing the obstacles 
which lay in their path^ and dismally foreboding 
the evils which were coming upon them^ and the 
melancholy destruction which was about to over- 
take them. 

Now, what made the difference ? Since the 
cloud was the same, why did it not bear the same 
appearance, and produce the same effect on both 
parties ? There were two reasons : or perhaps we 
should speak more correctly if we were to say there 
was a cause and a reason. The cause why it 
assumed a bright appearance to one party, and 
presented a dark and threatening aspect to the 
other, was undoubtedly the exercise of God^s so- 
vereign Will. He designed, determined, and com- 
manded that it should be so. God^s Will, so 
exercised, cannot be thwarted. His purpose, so 
determined, cannot be subverted. But when we 
speak of God's sovereign Will, we are not to imagine 
it as the mere arbitrary emanation of uncontroll- 
able power, actuated by no motives, guided by no 
principles, prompted by no reasons. Let us distinctly 
mark, that although God is not responsible to any 
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creature, He is, nevertheless, so unchangeably wise 
and good, that He invariably acts according to cer- 
tain laws and agreeably to certain principles ; that 
is. He has always a reason for everything He does. 
While, therefore, the cause of the different appear- 
ances of the cloud was that God willed it, the reason 
why God so willed it was founded upon His know- 
ledge of the characters with whom He had to deal. 
^ The Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth 
all the imaginations of the thoughts ; ' and, in the 
instance before us, the exercise of His Will was 
regulated by the different state of mind which He 
observed in the Egyptians and in Israel. The 
former He knew to be the enemies of God by 
wicked works, despisers of His laws, and haters of 
His people : therefore to them He made the pillar 
to be 'a cloud and darkness/ He knew also His 
people Israel : their faults were not hid {rom Him, 
and their waywardness was known to Him. But 
He loved them because He had chosen them in 
Abraham, and He recognised in them the faith of 
their great progenitor, when, in the face of seeming 
impossibilities, they had hearkened to His voice 
bidding them 'go forward.' Therefore did He 
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make His cloud to give ^ight by night to 
these/ 

This instructive portion of the history of Israel's 
exodus speaks to us in allegory. Let us endeavour 
to gather wisdom from it^ and by God's help to 
interpret His word to our edification. 

I. Let us^ firsts suppose the cloud to symbolize 
God's Word— the Bible. 

Like the pillar of a cloudy which was visible to 
the Israelites and Egyptians^ so has God manifested 
His word in the worlds and placed it as a pillar of 
truth and a witness for Himself before all men. 
Moreover^ God Himself is in His word^ just as He 
was in the cloudy fiery pillar ; and there we must 
search after Him if we would find Him. 

But, oh^ with what different eyes do men re- 
gard that precious revelation ! and how diverse are 
the effects produced by it ! To some who know 
not the Lord, and who obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the book seems to contain 
nothing but dull, dry, and heavy reading: they 
have no interest in its contents ; its histories relate 
nothing which they care to peruse; its promises 
have no attraction for them ; its doctrines, in their 
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eyes, are but unintelligible dogmas. Thus all ig 
' a cloud and darkness' in tbeir minds in reading 
the Scriptures, and ^the veil is upon their heart :^ 
they neither understand what they read, nor take 
delight in searching the record which God has 
given. The glorious verities, the enlightening doc- 
trines, the life-giving precepts and promises, are 
there : but ' their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes have they closed;' their hearts are un- 
affected by the truths revealed, and the light which 
is in them is darkness ; and, oh, how great is that 
darkness ! They are the children of darkness and 
of the night, and therefore they can receive no 
comfort from the Scriptures. If they take up the 
sacred volume, the word does not profit them, not 
being mixed with faith on their part; every sen- 
tence in it seems to darken their prospect ; every 
utterance of its pages seems to confirm their doom. 
The book convicts, but not convinces them ; and as 
they read their own condemnation — 'The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die,' the very blacknelss of dark- 
ness pervades their souls : they wait for light, but 
behold obscurity; for brightness, 'but they walk 
in darkness.' 
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Oh^ what a contrast is exhibited when we see 
that same Bible held forth to the believing soul as a 
pillai* of a shining cloud ! To such an one ' the com- 
mandment is a lamp and the law is Ught/ Whether 
he studies its pages by day^ or meditates thereon by 
nighty it permeates his soul with a heavenly effulr 
gence ; whether he read it in the gloomy hours of 
adversity^ or in the sunny moments of peaceful 
indemnity from care^ it is alike lustrous, di£Fu8ing 
its heaven-born beams over his path. Where, and 
under what circumstances can you place the Christ- 
ian, in which he would be beyond the influence of 
this bright and shining light ? The brightness of 
the cloud illuminated the entire path of the Israel- 
ites ; and the cheering influence of the Bible casts 
a halo over the whole of the Christianas life. When 
young and inexperienced, it distinctly marks the 
road he ought to take ; when in manhood he is able 
to digest the strong meat of the Gospel, and is 
called upon to bear witness to the truth, it shines 
into his heart, 'to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ'/ and when the feeble limbs and the hoary 
head betoken that his race is almost run, there 
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emanates from this Book of Books a radiancy 
whicli enables him to see the distant hills^ and 
joyously to exclaim, — ' Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give to me in 
that day/ 

Do we find the believer brought into great tribu- 
lation, his path beset with temptations, his life 
made weary with trials, his days saddened by sor- 
row, his energies enfeebled by toil? He has a 
bright and a shining light, which enables him to 
rejoice even in tribulation: that light is emitted 
from the Scriptures; and by patience and com- 
fort of the Scriptures he can fully appreciate the 
position expressed by St. Paul, — ' We are troubled 
on every side, yet not distressed ; we are perplexed, 
but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
cast down, but not destroyed/ 

Or do we find him compassed with blessings, 
surrounded by dear and cherished friends, con- 
sciously walking in the light of God^s countenance, 
enfolded in the peace-giving garment of Christ's 
righteousness, and entertaining a hope full of im- 
mortality ? Then, too, is his way made both plain 
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and pleasant by the word of 6od^ wbich^ like the 
sun that perpetually shines upon the earthy is a 
source of never-failing joy to his soul. Therefore 
he exclaims^ ' Thy testimonies have I taken as an 
heritage for ever, for they are the rejoicing of my 
heart.' 

II. Let us make another application of the 
allegory, and consider, as I think we may, that the 
pillar of cloud which went between the Israelites 
and the Egyptians is an emblem of God's provu 
dential dealings. 

The dispensations of God's providence are often 
mysterious to all: they are seldom such as we 
should expect : we cannot anticipate them. They 
are like the moving pillar of cloud, which sometimes 
preceded and sometimes followed the Israelites; 
and they never knew beforehand which way it would 
lead them, or what form or appearance it would 
assume. But however mysterious they may be, 
they have uniformly one aspect towards the child- 
ren of God, and the reverse towards the children of 
the wicked one: it is 'a cloud and darkness to 
them,' but it giveth ' light by night to these.' It 
is not that any particular act of providence is in 
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itoelf afthcr appaning or otbenriae; tar the same 
act or the same ifapcnaatkm may prodaoe either 
diead or hcfpe, fear or tmsty disquietade or peace^ 
d^resaioii or gladness, weeping or joy, aecording 
as a man's mind is or is not in a condition to look 
beyond the immediate interposition to Hhn who 
is the nnirenal Disposer of all eroits. For when 
a man can once realise the blessed assnrance that 
* all things work together for good to them that 
love God/ and can be satisfied on good evidence 
that he is a child of God by faith in Jesus Christ, 
he can then look npon the most calamitous events, 
not only without being depressed by them, but also 
with the belief that they are the harbingers of 
coming mercies, the instruments selected by the 
Almighty for bringing about the ' expected end/ 

We will examine an instance or two, in which 
the contrast may be seen between ' him that feareth 
God, and him that feareth Him not/ 

Suppose a man to be reduced from affluence to 
poverty : his ships, with their valuable cargoes, are 
lost at sea; or his commercial speculations have 
failed ; or fire has destroyed his warehouses or his 
barns ; or the rinderpest and unpropitious weather 
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bave deprived him of hia herds and crops. Now^ 
if the man is not a Christian^ how dark is his pro- 
spect ! what a dismal hope-destroying cload hangs 
over him ! He can see nothing before him but 
abject poverty : all that he had set his affections on^ 
all that he had built his expectations upon^ all that 
he had counted it worth living for^ is gone ! And^ 
consequently^ he becomes a dejected^ aimless^ hope- 
less wretch ; he is weighed down^ crushed by his 
accumulated calamities^ because he has no faith to 
sustain him^ or to enable him to look beyond the 
cloud which overshadows him. But let the same 
thing happen to a trusting Christian^ who has learnt 
to confide in his heavenly Father^ and to recognize 
that Father^s hand in the afflictive circumstances 
which distress him : do we find him sinking under 
the cross ? does he lie down in despair ? Far from 
it. He calmly contemplates what many would call 
his misfortunes : he views them as chastisements 
mercifully sent for his good. He feels them^ no 
doubt, as they were intended to be felt^ and perhaps 
smarts under them, but he neither murmurs nor 
faints beneath them ; with Job he says, ^ Shall we 
receive good at the hand of God^ and shall we not 
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receive evil V And more than this, he can discern 
mercy blended with the infliction, brightness shining 
out of the cloud ! for he reckons that his present 
trials, sanctified by faith, work for him an exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory ; and he hails them as 
the precursors of a cloudless, siuless existence, when 
his wanderings shall terminate by his entrance into 
the heavenly Canaan. 

How marked, then, is the distinction between 
these two classes of people in respect of Grod's pro- 
vidences ! And we may see it, not only in great 
things, but, perhaps, even more decidedly, in little 
trials and trifling annoyances. Every minute occur- 
rence of a disagreeable nature frets and distresses 
the man who is devoid of religion : if it be but an 
insignificant disappointment — a rainy day, a slight 
loss — to him it is as ^ a cloud and darkness,' which 
overcasts the whole firmament of his hopes. While, 
on the other hand, he who has learnt to hope in the 
living God can smile at misfortune and rejoice in 
tribulation ; knowing that ' tribulation worketh pa- 
tience, and patience experience, and experience hope.' 

There is another cloud, dear friends, which 
overhangs us all — the prospect of death. 
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'The living know that they shall die/ Man 
cannot hide from himself the solemn fact. And 
to the wicked it is not only solemn^ it is awfal. 
They try to evade the thought^ but it haunts them 
day and night : they try to drown it in forgetfulness, 
in the pleasures of the worlds or in the business of 
life; but it lives in their consciences as a torment- 
ing sting. They dread deaths and they dread its 
consequences ; and therefore the prospect of dying 
is as ' the valley of the shadow of death' imbedded 
in the blackest clouds^ enveloped in the most tene- 
brious gloom. Whereas the believer, sustained by 
the conviction that God is with him, will fear no 
evil, though he walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death : for even there ' light is sown for 
the righteous, and joyful gladness for such as are 
true-hearted.' His sins are forgiven for Christ's 
sake ; and therefore death has lost its sting : and, 
deprived of that, it becomes the messenger of peace, 
a pillar of shining cloud, to give him Might by 
night.' The prospect of death is to him as an 
opened door, through which he can look on the fair 
fields of the paradise beyond ; the favouring breeze 
which is bearing his bark swiftly to the haven 
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where he would ]^e; the first streak of eariydawn^ 
which prevents the morning of that eternal day 
which knows no night. There he hopes to be 
by-and-by^ where he will no longer require the 
^pillar of fire' to give him ^ light by night:' for 
^ there shall be no night there ; and th^ need no 
candle^ neither light of the sun : for the Lord God 
giveth them lights and they shall reign for ever 
and ever/ 
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CHAPTER VII. 



THE SONG OF TEIUMPH. 



ExoD. XV. 1-21. 




HE wise Preacher baa recorded . for the 
instruction of all ages^ that in this 
world of vicissitudes 'To every thing 
there is a season^ and a time to every purpose 
under the heaven : a time to weep^ and a time to 
laugh/ The Christian pilgrim has his times of 
sadness and his seasons of rejoicing. 

The Israelites had just come out of great tribu- 
lation^ and a great trial of their faith. Their 
burdens in Egypt^ the oppression of their task- 
masters^ their almost hopeless impotency^ the dan- 
gers attending their escape^ the savage malevolence 
of the pursuing enemy^ and the various difficulties 
connected with their exodus^ constituted with them 
'a time to weep.' But the trial of their faith, 

G 
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severe as it was^ did^ nevertheless^ pave the way for 
their deliverance^ and prepare their minds to rejoice 
with excessive gladness in the salvation which the 
Lord wrought for them. Their trouhle was ended^ 
their dangers were past^ their difficulties were over- 
come^ their enemies were destroyed — Egypt, and its 
shackles and its toils, were quitted for ever ; the 
intricacies of Fi-hahiroth had been safely passed; 
the depths of the Red Sea had been opened to make 
a way for them to cross from shore to shore on dry 
land ; Pharaoh and his host had been overwhelmed 
in the mighty returning billows; 'and Israel saw 
that great work which the Lord did upon the 
Egyptians, and the people feared the Lord, and 
beUeved the Lord, and His servant Moses/ And 
now was their 'time to laugh/ They were now, 
if not in the land of rest, at least in the land of 
liberty: released from their captivity, they could 
exult in their freedom : their fears were now lulled 
to repose : they now realized that which before they 
had only hoped for: they could see and experience 
that which anon they had feebly apprehended by 
faith: and in the exuberance of their joy they 
united their voices in melody, and tuned their 
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hearts to sing in one harmonious strain the words 
which Moses^ under the inspiration of God, had 
composed for that triumphant occasion. "Then 
sang Moses and the children of Israel this song 
unto the Lord.' 

How like unto this is the case of any of God's 
spiritual Israel I Have we escaped the pollutions 
that are in the world, and experienced the hlessed- 
ness of having the Lord for our God ? If so, the 
triumphant song of Israel is not strange to our 
lips, for we have sung the same praises ; if not in 
the same words, at least in the same spirit. We 
have called to rememhrance the days which are 
past, when sin had dominion over us, and Satan 
ruled in our hearts : we have taken a thankful re- 
trospect of the times of weeping, when we wandered 
in the labyrinth of doubts and fears : we even now 
shudder at the recollection of the narrow escapes 
we have had from everlasting destruction, when the 
enemy came in like a flood pui'posing to destroy 
our soul. We have been brought to see the Lord's 
hand guiding, protecting, and leading us : and we 
have known the happy feeling of security when, 
delivered from the thraldom of sin, we were first 
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numbered among Ghrist^s freedmen* And^ ob, the 
excessive ecstacy • of that moment when we first 
realized the power of redeeming love ; when we first 
felt the blissful sensation of pardon and justification 
applied to our conscience : how exhilarating were 
the emotions which agitated our emancipated soul, 
as for the first time we set our foot on the heayen- 
ward shore, and recalled all that the Lord had dime 
for us to bring us to a sense of His peace^ which 
passeth all understandings and of that joy with 
which the stranger intermeddleth not ! 

That was indeed with us 'a time to laugh/ 
We have had many peaceful happy moments since 
then ; but never, from that hour to this, have we 
ever felt the same exuberant buoyancy of heart — 
the same heavenly emotions. And now we often 
ask ourselves how it is that the gladness of that 
day never returns ; that those pure celestial exult- 
ations^ which at the time we thought would flow 
in a continuous stream of never-failing delight, 
have vanished^ not in oblivion, but to be remem- 
bered only with a sigh. 

Nevertheless, at the time it was invigorating. 
That was a holy, happy hour, in which we rejoiced 



IsraeVs Exodus. * 85 

with exceeding great joy : ' then was our mouth 
filled with laughter^ and our tongue with singing;' 
and the burden of our song was this^ — * The Lord 
hath done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad/ 

And let us not think^ that because the dove 
does not return to our bosom^ that because we do 
not now feel that same chaste serenity^ our glad- 

great. No^ we had abundant cause to be joyful 
then ; it was a time and an occasion for the enter- 
taining and expression^ and the overflow of heartfelt 
joy : we had far more reason then to sing the song 
of triumph than had Israel when^ standing on the 
shore of the Red Sea^ they contemplated their 
deliverance and exulted over their fallen enemies. 
And let us not suffer our heart to be grieved that 
it is not so with us now. Many a true disciple of 
Jesus has made himself sad by comparing his pre- 
sent apparent apathy with the unbounded exhilara- 
tion which characterized the occasion when the 
Gospel first divided the sea which separated him 
from Christy and placed him in the fold of the 
Good Shepherd. We need not make the compari« 
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son at alL That was a special and peculiar oecasiouy 
which cannot recur; and its sweetness was accorded 
us, hot as a permanent enjoyment or continuoua 
feast, but as a foretaste only of what we may hope 
to experience in perpetuity hereafter, and as an 
encouragement for us to liye in the hope .and 
anticipation of those joys which are at God^s right 
hand for evermore. 

Let us remember that we are strangers and 
pilgrims upon earth; and, as such, it is not be- 
fitting that we should always be gay. The Israelites 
sang on the shores of the Bed Sea, but they had 
stiU forty years to spend in the wilderness : and if 
they sang the praises of Jehovah every day, it was 
not every day with the same lightsome heart. Their 
cup sometimes contained many ingredients of sad- 
ness, and the bitter was mingled with the sweet. 
And this is just what we are now lamenting. But 
why lament? The Israelites were as much the 
chosen people of God when they were weeping as 
when they were singing ; equally partakers of His 
love, equally overshadowed by His wing. If they 
had been without trials, toils, privations^ sorrows, 
would they have longed for Canaan as they did. 
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and looked to it for their rest? And we, if we 
could uninterruptedly enjoy that first bright ra- 
diance of joy, should we be so wishful to depart and 
be with Christ ? should we hope for heaven with 
the same yearning desire ? No ; our religion may 
be as true, our repentance as sincere, our faith as 
lively, our hope as sure, as it was then: but it is 
not essential, indeed it is not expedient, that our 
joy should be the same. 

Our attention is next attracted to two or three 
points observable in the song of the Israelites. 

I. It was a song of thanksgiving. In the midst 
of all their rejoicing, they did not forget to whom 
they were indebted for such great and signal mer- 
cies ; and they felt that ^ it is a good thing to sing 
praises unto our God ; yea, a joyful and pleasant 
thing it is to be thankful.' 

The heart which overflows with gratitude, and 
can render unto God the calves of the lips in the 
voice of thanksgiving, greatly enhances the enjoy- 
ment of the blessing. If we have no gratitude for 
what the Lord has done for us, we lose half the 
benefit of the gift : and if that gratitude exist, yet 
is unexpressed, we lose half the pleasure. An un- 



88 Contemplations on 

thankful spirit is not advantaged^ and a silent spirit 
is unrefreshed. How many there are who receive 
gifts and blessings continually^ and yet are hardly 
aware of the existence of those blessings; so in- 
adequate is their appreciation of them^ so little are 
they affected by them ! In fact^ if they have any 
enjoyment of them at all^ it is but for a moment : if 
they derive any pleasure from them^ it is but a 
carnal pleasure. And the reason is that they are 
unthankful^ and know nothing of the delightful 
occupation of singing unto the Lord with thanks- 
giving. If we would wish to be made truly happy 
by the multiplied instances of the Lord^s loving- 
kindness towards us^ we shall * enter into His gates 
with thanksgivings and into His courts with praise.' 
And surely no time can be mor« opportune for 

praising Him with joyful lips^ than when our heart 

« 

is big with emotion and our soul swelled to over- 
flowings when we first realize the liberty wherewith 
Christ doth make us free. 

II. It was a song of adoration. In it they 
magnified the Lord^ setting forth His glory, ma- 
jesty, and pow^r, as these attributes had been so 
conspicuously exhibited before them in the events 
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they were now celebrating. It was a song * unio 
the Lord:* and the expressions used to set forth 
His greatness and goodness are very sublime^ — 'He 
hath triumphed gloriously' — ' The Lord is my 
strength and my song^ and He is become my sal- 
vation' — * The Lord is a man of war; the Lord is 
His name' — 'Thy right hand^ O Lord^ is become 
glorious in power' — 'Who is like unto thee, O 
Lord, among the gods ? who is like thee, glorious 
in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?' — 
'The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.' Such 
were the glories they attributed to Him : and much 
reason they had for doing so. When He first sent 
Moses to declare His purpose of delivering them. 
He had revealed Himself to them by His name 
'I AM;' thus leading them to believe in His ex- 
istence and eternity. From that time he had 
gradually unfolded Himself to them, teaching them 
by His wonders in Egypt more and more of His 
excellent greatness, as they were able to receive it ; 
and at last, when by a mighty hand and outstretched 
arm He had compassed their deliverance, they had 
before their eyes a demonstration that the Lord was 
their God, a mighty God and a terrible, and at the 
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same time full of loving -kindness and truth. 
Therefore 'sang Moses and the children of Israel 
this song unto the Lord/ 

I helieve that the nearest approach we on earth 
can make to the occupations of ' the spirits of just 
men made perfect/ is when we how before Jehovah 
in the act of adoration; when we 'speak of the 
glorious honour of His majesty/ and ' declare His 
greatness ; * when we abundantly utter ' the memory 
of His great goodness^ and sing of His righteous- 
ness/ But how can we do this, if we know Him 
not ? If we know nothing of His perfections, how 
shall we proclaim tbem ? Therefore it is that, be- 
fore we can extol God, we must study His nature, 
His character, and His attributes ; the most sublime 
of all studies, the loftiest subject on which the 
human intellect can exercise its functions, the most 
soul-inspiring knowledge which the mind of man 
can penetrate : the acquisition of which is so love- 
inspiring, that in proportion as we know God will 
be the ardour of our adoration, tbe vehemence of 
our praise. 

Let us, then, as those who are preparing to sing 
that ' new song* in the world above, set our minds 
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frequently and intently on the contemplation of 
Grod^ as He is in Himself: let us think of Him^ 
study Him — in nature^ in His works^ and in His 
word : let us try every day to know more of Him, 
and seek further influences of His Spirit to enlighten 
us in the knowledge of Him. This is what we are 
pressed to do in the hook of Job, — ' Acquaint now 
thyself with Him, and be at peace ; thereby good 
shall come unto thee/ And perhaps this was the 
practice to which David alluded when he said, ' I 
have set the Lord alway before me'/ this, no doubt, 
was what inspired his tongue to exclaim, ' Be thou 
exalted, O God, above the heavens ; let thy glory be 
above all the earth/ Following the ' man after 
God^s own heart' in these meditations by day and 
night, our insight into the Divine nature will be 
like his, and the theme of our song will be the 
same, — ' Glory to God in the highest/ And when 
have we so clear an apprehension of the Almighty — 
when have we so palpable a manifestation of Him 
to our conceptions, as when we have just alighted 
on heaven's side of the 'Slough of Despond?' or 
when, having approached the foot of the cross, we 
have felt the burden of our sins removed 7 Then, 
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above all other occasions^ we can ' sing this song 
unto the Lord/ 

III. It was a song of triumph. The Israelites 
were rejoicing over a fallen enemy. Those who had 
oppressed and overburdened them in Egypt ; who 
had * dealt subtilly ' with them^ and ' evil-entreated* 
them; who had 'cast out their young children to 
the end they might not live;* who had pursued 
them with the malignant design of cutting off their 
retreat ; who had followed them with chariots and 
with horses even into the Bed Sea: these their 
enemies were now subdued^ prostrated by an arm 
against which no weapon can prevail. ' And Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea -shore.* It 
was a time to triumph — a time to 'sing for joy of 
heart.* 

But there was something peculiar in IsraePs 
song on this gladdening occasion. It was not like 
the proud boastfulness and self-complacent assump- 
tion of honour which characterized the triumphal 
procession of a Csesar^ or the vain-glorious entry of 
an Alexander. There was no self-praise in all their 
gratulations ; no credit laid to the account of their 
own bravery and prowess : all the honour, and all 
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the glory was attributed to God, who alone, as they 
well knew, had achieved the victory. Their words 
corresponded with this conviction, — ' I will sing unto 
the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously; the 
horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea/ 
And, perhaps, David had this in his mind when he 
wrote the 98th Psalm, — * O sing unto the Lord a 
new song; for He hath done marvellous things: 
His right hand and His holy arm hath gotten 
Him the victory/ 

You and I, dear reader, if we are the children 
of God by adoption and grace, may blend our 
voices with those of Israel : we, too, may exult over 
fallen foes. It is true that our enemies, unlike the 
Egyptians, are still alive ; we see them not ' dead 
upon the shore : ' they still live and are mighty. 
Nevertheless, they are conquered enemies : con- 
quered, not by our own might, but by the power of 
Him who became partaker of flesh and blood, 'that 
through death He might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is the devil/ And Uhanks be 
unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in 
Christ:^ in Christ, who is the great 'Captain of 
our salvation,^ who goeth on 'conquering and to 
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conquer/ Is the World our enemy f Christ says, 
'Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.^ 
Is the Flesh our enemy ? We are assured, ' Sin 
shall not have dominion over you, for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace.' Is the Devil our 
enemy ? ' The Gk>d of peace shall bruise Satan under 
your feet shortly.' Are Death and the Tomb our 
enemies ? We are taught to say, ' O death, where 
is thy sting? grave, where is thy victory?' 
' Thanks be unto God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ/ 

May we all be enabled, sooner or later, to join 
in this song of Thanksgiving, this song of Adora- 
tion, this song of Triumph May we go on our 
way rejoicing in the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus j through Him overcome every enemy of our 
salvation; and finally reach that peaceful shore 
whither no disturber of our rest shall enter j and 
where we shall 'sing the song of Moses the 
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb,' and 
ascribe 'Blessing and honour, aiid glory and 
power, unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever/ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

BITTER WATERS. 
ExoD. ZY. 23-26. 

njE have lately seen Israel full of rejoicing^ 
singing the songs of Moses and Miriam^ 
as they triumphed over their enemies 
and gloried in their liberty. 

It is but a very little while before they change 
their song for lamentation^ their exultation for de- 
pression^ their thankful spirit for a disposition to 
murmur. We cannot admit that they did wrong 
in rejoicing as they did j and we shall see as we go 
on how far they did wrong in repining now. 

But there is one mistake which I think they 
made^ and which we must notice at the onset. It 
appears probable from the narrative^ that in the 
midst of their rejoicings they made this mistake^ 
that they supposed that their gladness would be 



mtcnnioable and uuiitaniptedL Hmd they not 
demeBcqwdfipom l^jpt, nerer to letum? Were 
not Fhanoh and his umies destroyed, never to 
midest them more ? Were they not now fidrly on 
their way to Canaan, with the never-£uling cloud 
to gnide them, so that they eonld not eir firom the 
fig^t road? What, then, eoold ever mar their 
happiness, or intermeddle with theb joy ? So they 
might have thought and reasoned. And if so, they 
were doomed to be disappointed. For as soon as 
their festive demonstrations were terminated 'Moses 
brought Israel firom the Bed Sea, and they went 
out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went 
three days in the wilderness, and found no water/ 
Little did they think that, during the whole of their 
pilgrimage through the wilderness, trials and afflic- 
tions awaited them : and little did they know the 
instability of their own hearts, and the feebleness of 
their faith, and how impotent they were to bear up 
under even the least of their trials. Consequently, 
when the temptation came, it took them quite by 
surprise; they were altogether unprepared to meet 
it, and were so discouraged and discomposed at 
finding that their way was not so smooth as they 
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expected; that their faith failed them^ and they 
were led into the sin of murmuring. 

We may read a lesson from IsraePs sad expe- 
rience. Perhaps we have^ at one time or other^ had 
such happy experiences of the power of religion in 
our hearts^ such lively apprehensions of the bless- 
ings of redemption applied to our own souls^ such 
sweet foretastes and anticipations of heavenly joy^ 
that, for the time beings we either forgat that these 
glad moments of excessive happiness could not be 
permanent^ or we believed on equally unwarrantable 
grounds, that we had now once and for ever done 
with those terrible conflicts with the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, which had so long shut us out 
from peace. The consequence has been (and per- 
haps we are feeling the soul-saddening effects of it 
to this day), that when the excitement of the occa- 
sion was past; and trials again awaited us, and 
enemies once more rose up to withstand us, and 
we were required to buckle on our armour afresh, 
we had not the heart to do so. It was a terrible 
disappointment, a sad blank to us, to find that 
we had still much to do, and much to suffer, be- 
fore we could reach the Canaan above. And so 
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we lost all courage ; and instead of enduring 
hardness ^as good soldiers of Jesus Christy' we 
wasted our time in unprofitable repinings and 
vain regrets. 

Should this accord with the present condition 
of soul of any of us who hope that we belong to 
Christy let us look to the case of Israel^ as that 
which will explain whence our error arose, and 
suggest the remedy. We are taking a sorrowful 
retrospect of the past, as if it were something unreal, 
which has faded away like a shadow : our spirits 
are depressed, and we cry, — 

*• Where is the happiness I felt, 
When first I knew the Lord V 

And now for the cause of all this. We shall get 
to the root of the matter if we consider prayerfully 
the following points of the narrative before us. 

I. The Israelites, having been without water for 
three days, at length found water at Marah. But 
it was bitter; therefore the name of the place was 
called 'Marah.' 

We are supposing ourselves to be in this po- 
sition: — Having once partaken of living waters, 
having ' tasted that the Lord is gracious,' we have 
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now for a season been deprived of the joy of His 
countenance ; and we sigh for the refreshing springs 
of Divine consolation : we look earnestly for some 
token for good, saying, ' I am weary of my crying, 
my throat is dried, mine eyes fail while I wait for 
my God/ And anon God brings us to Marah; 
and there in His providence opens to us a well of 
salvation, the partaking of which would do us 
good, would refresh us after our weary wander- 
ings, would invigorate us for pursuing our heaven- 
ward journey, would give us fresh evidence of our 
call by grace, and remove from our mind those 
melancholy doubts and fears which harass us. But, 
unlike our first sweet experiences, th^se waters are 
bitter. Whether they be presented in the form of 
providences which are to test the stability of our 
faith, or means of grace which are to try the 
sincerity of our desires, or duties which call upon us 
to prove the ardour of our love ; there is in them an 
ingredient which renders them bitter and unpalat- 
able, something against which flesh and blood 
revolts : in a word, however beneficial they may be, 
they are not agreeable. As for instance, when we 
are thirsting for spirituality of mind, God knows 
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that it will be promoted if, in His providence^ He 
' take away the desire of our eyes with a stroke^' or 
^ that whereon we set our niinds^ our sons and our 
daughters/ ffe sees that it will tend to wean us 
from the worlds will bring us to a closer walk with 
Gody will subdue our spirit as a weaned child^ will 
lead our thoughts to things divine^ and materially 
establish our hope and trust in the living God. But^ 
alas ! it is a bitter cup which is presented to our 
lips : the benefit we were craving for is sent^ but it 
is mingled with gall : it strikes to the very core of 
all our afiections^ severs the ties which most closely 
attached us to life, causes the most sensitive chords 
in our breast tp vibrate with painful emotion^ and 
creates a sickening sadness in our inmost soul. 

Or, is our soul athirst for the influx of grace^ 
and for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit ? He who 
alone can bestow these blessings, and who is ever 
willing to bestow them, appoints the channels by 
which they may be conveyed, and requires us to 
adopt the stated means. It is a simple require- 
ment, but it involves self-abasement; and that is 
bitter: it demands the unreserved submission of 
our own judgment and our own wisdom to the 
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fiat of the Almighty; and that is bitter: it 
presupposes a large measure of self-denial blended 
with a complete acquiescence in the method pre- 
scribed by God; and that^ too^ is not without a 
proportionate degree of bitterness. However blessed 
and inspiriting may be the effects produced^ the 
adoption of the ordained medium is not that sweet 
and pleasant draught we had anticipated. 

Or^ once more^ are we hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness^ longing for the opportunity of 
exhibiting in our lives some incontrovertible evi- 
dence of our devotion to Him who has redeemed 
us with His own blood ? For a while we wander in 
the wilderness, and find no water ; no circumstance 
arises which gives occasion to display our zeal ; no 
opening presents itself for the exhibition and de- 
velopment of our love. At length we find it at 
'Marah:^ there the long-looked-for water bubbles 
forth. A gracious opportunity is offered for glo- 
rifying the Redeemer's name; a great door and 
effectual is opened for us to do good in our gene- 
ration. But still the waters are bitter. We have 
the chance of greatly extending the kingdom of 
Christ ; but it is by giving our first-bom an offerin 
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to God as a missionary abroad^ perhaps never to 
meet again on this side the grave ; and that makes 
it bitter. Or a time arrives when, by our assiduous 
labours, we may be instrumental in effecting a 
wonderful revival of religion in the neighbourhood. 
It is just what we would wish ; but we must be pre- 
pared to encounter jxmth opposition, to incur un- 
wonted opprobrium, to suffer great reproach for 
Christ: and that constitutes its bitterness. 

Thus, in all these respects our circumstances 
very closely resemble those of the Israelites at 
Marah. And does not our conduct under these 
circumstances also too frequently follow the pattern 
of waywardness we see in them? There are two 
particulars in which that waywardness showed 
itself: — 

First, ' they could not drink of the waters of 
Marah .^ Thirsting though they were, their palate 
revolted at the acrid draught ; and they would even 
risk losing the advantages, and endanger their lives, 
rather than partake of such bitter waters. 

And how has it been with us ? Have we not 
foregone many religious advantages ; have we not 
let slip many precious opportunities of doing good ; 
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have we not freqaently forfeited spiritual influences, 
because of some unacceptable condition annexed to 
the privikge ? The requirements appeared to us 
too exacting : there was a demand on our exertions, 
a demand on our faith, a demand on our patience 
and endurance, a demand on our self-denial. And 
from each of these we turn away ; grieved, indeed, 
to lose the coveted benefit, but unwilling to take 
it in combination with its griefs and trials. The 
waters are bitter, and we cannot drink them. 

The other point in which their wayward spirit 
is noticeable is shown in v. 24, — ^ And the people 
murmured against Moses, saying. What shall we 
drink V In this their folly was great; they ought 
not to have murmured, for they were in the en- 
joyment of many blessings, and had the promise 
that all their wants would be supplied : they should 
not have murmured against Moses, as if he were 
the cause of their present distress ; for Moses had 
nothing whatever to do with it, and could not 
make the waters sweet or bitter; and instead of 
appealing to Moses, saying, 'What shall we drink V 
they ought to have addressed themselves immedi- 
ately to Him who alone could supply all their need. 
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Alas^ how often we find ourselves repining^ 
when we ought to be rejoicing; and murmuring^ 
when we ought to be praising I Murmviring is a 
sin which is found even in God's own people^ but 
it is none the less a sin on that account. It 
betokens a very unsatisfactory condition of mind^ 
and a low state of grace^ when we find fault with 
God's dealings with us^ and complain at His dis- 
pensations towards us. And the sin is rather 
augmented than lessened when we lay the blame 
on second causes, or lay to the charge of our fellow- 
men, our rulers, our masters, our pastors or teachers, 
those ills or privations which are evidently sent by 
the Almighty. And we still further aggravate our 
guiltiness, while at the same time we exhibit our 
folly, when, instead of coming to Him who knows 
our necessities before we ask Him, we seek relief 
at the hands of fallible men, who are equally un- 
acquainted with the actual measure of our require- 
ments, and impotent to satisfy our wants. 

Let us, then, watch against this sad sin of 
murmuring. Let us put our trust in the living 
God for the supply of all our wants; and while we 
commit the keeping of our souls to the faithiul 
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Creator, let us pray that He will teach us from oar 
heart to say, 'Thy will be done/ 

II. And now we will look at the remedy God 
provided for IsraePs troubles. 

When Moses ' cried unto the Lord * (which no 
doubt he did with the deepest earnestness and 
fullest faith), ' the Lord showed him a tree, which 
when he had cast into the waters, the waters were 
made sweet/ 

Oh, how ready God is to hear the supplications 
of His people ! What wonderful words are those 
which are given us in Isa. Ixv, — 'It shall come 
to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear I ^ His 
willingness to hear and answer prayer was exem- 
plified when Moses cried unto Him ; and is verified 
every time a child of God presents his supplications 
at the throne of grace. Here, then, is the clue 
which will lead us to peace, the telescope which, 
while it excludes from our vision all sublunary 
objects, enables us to fij[ our admiring gaze on the 
' distant hills ' and the gates of the celestial city. 
As strangers and pilgrims upon earth, we have 
wandered as in a barren and dry land where there 
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is no v^ater : we have felt the depressing influence 
of an unalleviated thirst for spiritual joy^ and we 
have experienced, or are now experiencing, the 
bitter things of religion, its trials, its persecutions, 
its privations, its crosses. And we have hitherto 
shrunk from all these, and so were ready to halt 
and go backward, and return to the leeks and the 
onions of Egypt. But, in a happy moment, we are 
brought to our knees : we cry unto the Lord in our 
trouble, and He delivers us out of our distresses. 
Or if He do not remove the occasions of our sorrow, 
He softens and makes them endurable; if He do 
not take away the bitter waters. He makes them 
sweet; if He do not extirpate tribulation from 
our path. He enables us to rejoice in it. 

And how is this accomplished? Much in the 
same way that the waters of Marah were made 
sweet. 'The Lord showed Moses a tree, which 
when he had cast it into the waters, the waters were 
made sweet.' 

Some have supposed this tree to typify Christ : 
some, the sufferings of Christ : some, the cross of 
Christ. But without laying stress upon any one 
of these interpretations, we may safely say that 
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what allays the bittemesd of the Christian's suffer- 
ings^ that which makes it possible for him to 'take 
pleasure in infirmities^ in reproaches^ in necessities^ 
in persecutions^ in distresses for Christ's sake^' is 
that he has, in answer to his prayer, been taught 
to look to the Cross of Christ, and cast all his 
burden upon the Lord : he looks, both for example 
and for saving grace, to Him who, for the joy that 
was set before Him, endured the cross, despising 
the shame/ And thus the cloud which hid the 
joyous side of religion from his eyes is wafted 
away: he is a happy, confiding, loving, rejoicing 
child of God, and the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, keeps his heart and mind through 
Christ Jesus. 

Yes, fellow-pilgrims, the fault will be our own 
if we continue to be sorrowful Christians. There 
is that provided in the gospel which will sweeten 
the bitterest cup we may be called upon to drink. 
The complete redemption that is wrought for us, 
the grace that is given us, the exceeding great and 
precious promises which are held out to us, the 
hope which is laid up for us in Christ Jesus, 
and the consolations of the Holy Ghost the Com- 



108 Ccntemplationg on 

forter; — lay hold on these; cast them as a 
healing tree into the bitter waters; and by them 
every labour will be made easy^ every duty 
pleasant: by these every trial will turn to your 
joy, every affliction be sanctified; by these your 
doubts and fears will be removed, your heavy heart 
will be made glad. 'Therefore with joy shall ye 
draw water out of the wells of salvation/ and 
eventually drink of that ' river, the streams whereof 
shall make glad the city of God/ 



IsraeVs Exodus. 109 




CHAPTER IX. 

ANGELS' FOOD. 
ExoD. xvi. 

LTH0U6H we cannot pretend to compare 
one miracle with another^ so as to say 
that one is greater or more marvellous 
than another; we may yet observe in some of them 
a greater display of mercy^ and more significance^ 
than in others. For example, the turning of the 
water into blood may have been quite as great and 
convincing an instance of the power of the Divine 
hand, as the desiccation of the deep bed of the Red 
Sea : but while the one displayed judgment and 
power, it was destitute (so far as the miracle itself 
was concerned) of the love and favour which cha- 
racterised the latter. And I think we shall not be 
wrong in attaching to the miracle mentioned in 
this 16th chapter of Exodus an amount of provi- 
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dential love, and a purport and significance pecu- 
liarly its own. It instructs us, by exemplification, 
how great is the reliance we may repose in our 
heavenly Father's care to provide for us all things 
needful for the body ; and it teaches u^, by an easy 
allegory, what abundant provision He has made for 
our souls. 

Lord, give us this day our daily bread : feed us 
with food convenient for us : grant that we may 
partake freely of the bread of life, and nourish us 
unto life eternal ! 

Perhaps none of us deny, and few of us entirely 
overlook the fact, that the circumstances of our 
lives, and all events that befall us, are under the 
immediate eye, and controlled by the directing 
hand, of the Almighty. But it is in detail that we 
are sceptical : in broad, general terms, we acknow- 
ledge an overruling Providence : but when we have 
to make a particular application of the principle, 
then it is that our faith staggers. And in no case 
are we more liable to desert our principle than 
when, either being filled with meat to the full, we 
neglect to thank the Givw, or when, being destitute 
of such things as we need, we forget to trust Him. 
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In all extraordinary events^ and in any important 
step we take in life, we acknowledge and bow to the 
decrees of Providence ; but as regards the common 
necessities of life, and the details of our every-day 
occupations, these we are apt to ascribe to second 
causes : we refer them (with supposed wisdom) to 
the laws of nature ; or we take them as matters of 
course ; forgetting that all things come of God. 
Indeed it is no uncommon thing for men to imagine 
little things to be beneath the notice of the great 
God. ' Why should He,^ they would argue, 'Why 
should He, the Mighty God, notice an insignificant 
sparrow that falls to the ground, or a poor beetle 
that is trodden underfoot, or a hair of the head 
which is loosed ? ' 

Now, let us be fully persuaded in our mind, 
that by a mere general belief in the doctrine of a 
Divine Providence, or by only attributing to Him 
the great, the startling, and the wonderful works, 
we shall never arrive at that calm and placid com- 
posure of mind which it is the privilege of the 
believer to enjoy in the midst of abundance, and in 
the hour of privation. How greatly our happiness 
would be enhanced; how much our cares and 
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anxieties be obviated^ if we would but trace all that 
we possess to His bountiful band^ and look con- 
fidingly to Him to supply all our need I 

May we not take the case of the Israelites as 
an instructive example ? What unhappiness, and 
trouble, and anxiety^ and siu^ they brought on their 
own shoulders by their want of trust in the living 
God ! How many temptations and trials they 
incurred through their unbelief! And yet they 
were neither infidels nor sceptics: they had a 
general belief in God, and in many respects they 
manifested considerable reliance on His word. In- 
deed, in all their great movements they looked to 
Him for guidance : in all their great dangers they 
trusted on Him for protection. And besides this, 
when referring to their past history, and especially 
to the notable events which had recently occurred, 
they could plainly discern, and were free to acknow- 
ledge, that the Lord alone had wrought these 
wonders in Egypt and at the Red Sea; and per- 
haps they could even have trusted Him in similar 
great emergencies. But when it came to the simple 
question of food when they were hungry, they could 
not believe that He had it in His power to minister 
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to their relief. 'Can God furnish a table in the 
wilderness?' said they. * Behold, He smote the 
rock, that the waters gushed out and the streams 
overflowed ; can He give bread also ? can He pro- 
vide flesh for His people?' While their hearts 
were thus barren of faith, the children of Israel 
were indeed in a deplorable condition; starvation 
stared them in the face; their past mercies and 
deliverances shed no comfort on their path; a 
melancholy present and the prospect of a terrible 
end dispelled all joy from their countenance, and 
they would utterly have fainted had not God dealt 
more kindly with them than they had dared to 
hope ; and, exceeding His own gracious promises, 
had 'rained down manna upon them to eat, and 
had given them of the com of heaven.' 

Let this teach us to rely on the providence of 
God, in the least as in the greatest of our wants ; 
to look to Him in the smallest as in the most 
stupendous difficulties; to confide in Him in the 
most trifling as in the most terrible of dangers. 
'In your patience possess ye your souls;' 'In 
quietness and confidence shall be your strength.' 
Happy is the man who can evermore realize the 

I 
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watchful presence^ the almighty protection^ the pre- 
serving grace^ and the providential care of our 
Father which is in heaven ! 

Let us now turn our attention thoughtfully to 
the grand truth set forth in this passage : a truth 
which we can hardly suppose the Israelites to have 
realized. But whether they discerned it or not^ 
God certainly conveyed to them and to us by this 
miracle^ a lesson at once solemn and comforting. 

When He promised, ' Behold^ I will rain bread 
from heaven for you/ He gave the world an assur- 
ance of His purpose to send., from His own celestial 
throne^ His Son to be the Saviour of mankind; 
and in the ^ manna ' which He caused the Israelites 
to gather. He presented a type of that Saviour, and 
a pledge to assure every beUever of the sufficiency 
of Christ to supply all the spiritual food which is 
requisite to nourish the soul unto life eternal. 
It was this that Jesus alluded to when he said, 
' Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for 
that meat which endureth unto everlasting life.' 
It was thus that He explained it when the Jews 
said unto Him, ^ Our fathers did eat manna in the 
desert, as it is written. He gave them bread from 
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heaven to eat/ * Jesus said unto them^ Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that 
bread from heaven, but my Fatheir giveth you the 
true bread from heaven ; for the bread of God is 
He which cometh down from heaven, and giveth 
life unto the world:' 'I am the bread of life/ 
Oh that, like the Israelites hungering and craving 
for bread in the wilderness, and like the people 
when they heard the gracious words which pror 
ceeded out of the mouth of Jesus, we too may utter 
the importunate cry, ^ Lord, evermore give us this 
bread I ' 

The manna is described as ' a small round thing, 
as small as the hoar-frost on the ground,' and 
having a resemblance to ^ coriander seed, white ; 
and the taste of it was like wafers made with 
honey/ 

Do we not see- in this something corresponding 
to the person and character of the Redeemer? 
Does not the minuteness of the manna, ^a small 
round thing, as small as the hoarrfrost on the 
ground,' indicate the inobtrusive character of Him 
who grew up 'as a tender plant, and as a root out 
of a dry ground;', who 'made Himself of no repu- 
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tation^ and took upon Him the form of a servant^ 
and was made in the likeness of men ; and being 
found in fashion as a man^ He humbled Himself ?' 
And does not the pure whiteness of this ' bread from 
heaven * aptly symbolize the spotless innoeeney of 
Him whose corresponding type is that of a ^ lamb, 
without blemish and without spot^? of Him who 
'knew no sin, neither was guile found in His 
mouth ; ' ' who through the Eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God?^ And still further, 
can we not take the sweetness of the manna, whose 
taste 'was like wafers made with honey/ to repre- 
sent all the amiable qualities of the Saviour, His 
gentleness, meekness, goodness and love ; and to 
show how 'precious' and ' altogether lovely ' He is 
to all who receive Him into their hearts by faith ? 
It will, indeed, be no difficult task for us to perceive 
how accurate is the similitude, ' if so be we have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious/ 

The manna appears to have fallen with the dew 
in the early morning. ' And when the dew that lay 
was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilder- 
ness there lay a small round thing, as small as 
the hoar-frost on the ground/ and the children of 
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Israel 'gathered it every mornings every man 
according to his eating/ 

The Holy Spirit, like the early dew, falls gently 
and imperceptibly on the soul; there abides, and 
by His quiet operation continues as a fertilizing 
agent 'until Christ be formed^ in us. Christ, 
being received into the heart by faith, becomes the 
sustenance of the soul, is gradually apprehended 
by the perceptions, and is manifested more and 
more clearly unto the perfect day. 

But Christ, thus revealed by the Holy Spirit, 
must not only be appropriated by each individual 
beUever to himself : He must be sought after con- 
tinually, and the daily supply of His grace must 
be gathered day by day. The Israelites gathered 
the manna ' every morning/ And we, too, if we 
desire to ' grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,^ will ' every morning * make 
it our first care to lay up a goodly store of spiritual 
food for the coming day, by a renewed appropriation 
of Christ as our own, gathering the 'bread of' 
heaven * on our bended knees at the throne of grace, 
and filling our omer from the abundance yielded 
by the Word of God, 
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'The children of Israel did eat manna forty 
years^ until they came unto a land inhabited/ It 
was their constant food; sweet to the taste^ plea- 
sant^ wholesome, nutritious. 

As long as we are in this wilderness^ until we 
come to that land inhabited by angels and just men 
made perfect, that ' city of habitation/ the heavenly 
Canaan, Christ is the one provision which God has 
made for our souls; permanent, enjoyable, life- 
sustaining : ' for the bread of God is He which 
cometh down from heaven,' as the manna descended 
with the dew, 'and giveth life unto the world.' 
' He that cometh to me,' said Jesus, ' shall never 
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst.' ' Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, hath eternal life ; and I will raise him up 
at the last day : for my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in 
him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live 
by the Father, so he that eateth me, even he shall 
live by me.' Even the manna faQed in one respect 
to typify fully the sufficiency of Christ : for as He 
remarked, 'Your fathers did eat manna in the 
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wilderness, and are dead : this is the bread which 
cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat 
thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which 
came down from heaven : if any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live for ever.^ What more can we 
wish for ? If Christ be ours, then all things are 
ours : and we know that He is given to us freely 
at all times, and especially as our spiritual food and 
sustenance in the Sacraoient of His holy Supper, 
in which He gives His body and blood, * which 
are verily and indeed taken and received by the 
faithful/ 

The Israelites had no difficulty in finding the 
manna. Wherever they wandered in that wide 
wilderness, they had but to go outside the camp to 
seek it ; and there it was in abundance. And that, 
not for a day, or a week, or a year, but for the 
space of forty years. Thus 'man did eat angels' 
food : He sent them meat to the fuU.^ 

Wherever we are we may find Christ : ' He is 
not far from every one of us; for in Him we live, 
and move, and have our being.' Do we seek Him 
in His word ? there we find Him revealed in every 
page; and there we may, by thoughtful study, feed 
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on Him abundantly. Do we go to His consecrated 
dwelling? there He is set before us as an ever- 
present Saviour; and wherever two or three are 
gathered together in His name, there is He in the 
midst of them. Do we seek Him at His throne of 
grace? there, too, He makes Himself known unto 
us by the gracious readiness with which He responds 
to all our petitions, and provides for all our wants. 
Are our inquiries after Him in the quiet seclusion 
of the closet, or in the midst of the busy bustle of 
the never-resting world ? Do we ask for Him amid 
the congregation of saints, or search for Him among 
the heathen ? Do we wait for Him in our Christian 
home, or wander in the desert ? In every place, 
and under all circumstances, the same promise 
holds true, — ' They that seek me shall find me.' And 
oh, how blissful, how inspiriting and encouraging, 
is the thought to the Christian, that whenever he 
hungers after Christ, he may be filled 1 No stated 
times, no limited hours^ are indicated : but come 
when he will, as often as he will, every day, every 
hour, from the first moment that he tastes the 
sweets of religion to the hour when he dips his 
feet in the brim of the waters of Jordan, the Sa- 
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viour is to be foand^ the joy and rejoicing of his 
heart in the days of gladness^ and ^ a very present 
help in trouble/ 

The manna was to be gathered fresh every day. 
It would not keep till the morrow : they might not 
gather two days' store at once, to avoid the neces- 
sity of repeating their work. Some of them tried the 
experiment^ but it would not do : the manna thus 
laid by ^ bred worms and stank.' 

We may not think^ because we have ' once tasted 
the good gift of God/ that we have no occasion to 
seek further supplies ; or that by occasional extra- 
ordinary efforts we can furnish our soul with a store 
of heavenly food to last us many days. No : if it be 
needful to furnish the body with food every day^ and 
at different times in the day j much more is it re- 
quired of us to see that the soul has its portion in 
due season. And this cannot be unless we every 
day seek to know more of Christy and to imbibe 
fresh influences of His Spirit. By daily readings 
by daily prayer and meditation^ by daily religious 
converse with our fellow-Christians^ let us endea- 
vour to replenish our souls : and^ like David; de- 
termine^ * evening and morning, and at noon, will 
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I pray, and cry aloud/ Let us come constantly to 
the never-failing source of spiritual food, and par- 
take freely where it is so freely offered. ' Eat ye 
that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in 
fatness/ Through life let the Lord Jesus be the 
strength of our heart, and our portion for ever. 

Lastly, let us ponder the imperative necessity of 
partaking of the Bread of Life. 

We know that the Israelites would have perished 
in the wild, uninhabited waste, had they refused 
that wholesome manna, or neglected to gather it 
when sent. So He, who is ^the true bread from 
heaven,^ has said, ^ Except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life 
in you.' Words cannot be more positive than 
these : and therefore it is in vain to expect spiritual 
life, or hope for life eternal, otherwise than by an 
appropriating faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
has said, ' No man cometh unto the Father but by 
me.' If, therefore, we are carelessly leaving our 
souls in spiritual destitution, or thinking to nourish 
them with only the husks which the world and the 
flesh afford, we shall experience a gradual decay of 
all right principles : all pure thoughts will die out : 
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conscience will lose its vital power : every amiable 
disposition^ every good wish, every cheerful hope, 
will become extinct ; and the soul will droop; fade, 
and die. Whereas, if Christ be in us ' the hope of 
glory ;^ if we embrace Him by faith, and feed on 
Him continually, our inward man will grow 
' stronger and stronger ; ' we shall perceptibly ap- 
proximate more and more unto ' the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ/ until, being 
made perfect, we receive * the end of our faith, even 
the salvation of our souls/ Therefore let us not 
labour ' for the meat which perisheth, but for that 
meat which endureth unto everlasting life.* We 
shall then be able to say, * The life which I now 
live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.' 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE FOUNTAIN AND ITS SOURCE. 
ExoD. xvii. 1-7. Num. xx. 1-11. 1 Cor. x. 4. 

HERE is some difficulty in ascertaining 
the exact character and extent of this 
miracle: for it would appear from the 
Apostle's words in 1 Cor. x. 4^ that more is implied 
in this miracle than is actually recorded hy Moses. 
The account as given in the books of Exodus and 
Numbers^ narrates the distress of the Israelites on 
finding themselves in a wilderness without waten 
their murmuring against Moses^ Moses' appeal to 
Godj and God's answer to Moses that he should 
smite the rock in Horeb; and then it relates the 
manner in which he smote the rock^ and how 
the water gushed out^ and the people drank and 
were refreshed. And here the narrative of Moses 
ends. But we gather from the words incidentally 
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used by St. Paul^ the probable circumstance that 
the waters thus supplied either formed a continuous 
and permanent river^ which flowed through the 
valleys wherever the people of Israel wandered^ for 
many years; or else that the rock itself^ like the 
pillar of a cloud, accompanied them everywhere, and 
yielded them a perpetual spring of refreshing water. 
The ^ Rock/ he says, ^followed themJ 

The only other passage in scripture which 
strengthens this opinion is found in Ps. Ixxviii. 15, 
16, — * He clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave 
them drink as out of the great depths : He brought 
streams also out of the rock, and caused waters to 
run down like rivers :' which, even allowing for the 
poetic strain of the psalm, would indicate not only 
an abundant, but a continued supply. 

Of one thing there can be no doubt : the rock 
in Horeb was intended to be a type of the Saviour ; 
and the copious streams of water issuing therefrom 
to represent the never-failing benefits resulting from 
His death to a perishing world. ^ That Rock was 
Christ,' who Himself has said, ' Whosoever drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him shall never 
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall 
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be in him a well of water spriDging up unto ever- 
lasting life.' 

We have then to consider, — 

I. The Rock. 

Journeying from the wilderness of Zin^ the chil- 
dren of Israel pitched their tents in Rephidim, in 
the neighbourhood of Horeb, close to the imposing 
mountain of Sinai. Here there stood a ' rock ;' 
possibly not very large (the one pointed out to 
travellers in the present day as identical with this is 
not more than six yards square)^ but it was probably 
a conspicuous object in the desert, standing out 
prominently among the surrounding objects, and 
attracting the attention of every one who passed 
that way : it is called ^ The rock in Horeb,^ evi- 
dently implying that it was an object of attraction, 
and was well known. 

This rock was a type of Chiist, who indeed was 
lowly, and made Himself of no reputation : but yet 
' He could not be hid ;' for from first to last the 
attention of the world was directed to Him. He 
was truly ' manifested ' unto the world ; and all, 
from the wise men of the East to the poor shepherds 
on the hills, from Herod on his throne to the blind 
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beggar^ from the rich man of Arimathsea to the 
lowly fishermen^ — all took notice of the Man of 
Sorrows^ observed His character^ and beheld His 
works. 

This rock in the wilderness was destined to give 
to the Israelites that water of which they so greatly 
felt their need. It was to be the source from 
whence should issue the streams which should giv^ 
new life to the perishing multitudes. 

So the Lord Jesus Christ is the 'fountain of 
living waters.^ He possesses in Himself an inex- 
haustible store of grace^ ready to be poured forth for 
His people: He comprises in His own nature an 
unlimited supply of every blessing which a sinful 
world can require to make it happy. ' For it pleased 
the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell.' 

II. The thirsting people. 

We read (Exod. xvii. 1-3) that ' there was no 
water for the people to drink. Wherefore the people 
did chide with Moses^ and said^ Give us water that 
we may drink. And Moses said unto them^ Why 
chide ye with me ? wherefore do ye tempt the Lord ? 
And the people thirsted there for water.' They 
were on the point of perishing ; and the wilderness 
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could not render them that which was essential to 
their life : and they had no knowledge^ no concep- 
tion, of the virtues of the rock before them. 

How many of those who beheld Christ in the 
flesh could not recognize in Him the Messiah who 
was to give life unto the world ! Most of them 
thought He was only an ordinary man; a few 
regarded Him as a Prophet : but, alas I what a 
^ little flock ^ was that which recognized in Him the 
source of all blessedness, and came unto Him that 
they might have life ! And in every age since 
then, how many of the children of God, even when 
thirsting for the life-giving waters, have failed, for 
a time at least, to draw them from the wells of 
salvation 1 Longing as they are for a sense of 
pardon and justification, hungering as they are and 
thirsting after righteousness, pining also for lack 
of spiritual-mindedness, and desiring, but hardly 
daring to hope for life and peace; they continue 
from day to day, and from year to year, destitute 
of these blessings. They look to Christ for redemp- 
tion ; they believe Him all-suflScient to save ; they 
trust in Him for protection ; they behold Him as a 
Rock of Strength, ' a hiding-place from the wind, 
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and a covert from the tempest;' but yet they can- 
not distinguish Him as sending forth 'rivers of 
water in a dry place/ and sayings ' If any man 
thirsty let him come unto me and drink/ They 
look in vain for comfort and consolation from the 
world j and equally in vain do they seek in their 
own hearts for the sources of hope^ joy^ and peace. 
They pine and are in distress^ and murmur that 
religion does not make them more joyous and 
happy ; and their place may be appropriately called 
* Meribah,^ 

III. Let us turn our attention again to the 
Bock : not the rock as it stood in silent and un- 
disturbed majesty in the wilderness^ but the Rock 
smitten. 'And Moses and Aaron gathered the 
congregation together before the rock^ and he said 
unto them. Hear now, ye rebels I must we fetch you 
water out of this rock ? And Moses lifted up his 
hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice : 
and the water came out abundantly, and the con- 
gregation drank/ It was not until the rock was 
smitten that its fountain sent forth those salubrious 
and invigorating streams. 

Our thoughts are carried to Oethsemane; and 

K 
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there we behold the Bock of Ages in the retirement 
of the garden, ^ smitten of Gk)d and afflicted ;' and 
immediately the fountain was opened, 'and His 
sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground/ Our thoughts turn to con- 
template the same Bock erected for a while in 
'the common hall/ near the place of judgment, 
'smitten' again: ' a crown of thorns' opens the 
hidden springs, and the purple streams course their 
way down His saddened brow — streams poured 
forth to bless His people. Our thoughts follow 
Him to Calvary : there, too, the Bock is smitten ; 
' for the transgression of my people was the stroke 
upon Him;' and the nails burst open the arteries 
of redeeming love, and cause to flow a perpetual 
' river of the water of life.' A little while, and the 
Bock is smitten again ; ' and one of the soldiers 
with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith came 
thereout blood and water.' That spring shall never 
fail, that fountain shall never cease to send forth 
its waters, that river of life shall never run dry, 
until all the people of God have partaken freely, 
until every child of grace has been refreshed, 
until all shall have passed clean through the barren 
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and dry land, and all Israel shall be saved. Nor 
even then shall its existence or its influence cease : 
but the river of the water of life shall run through 
and irrigate heaven itself ; shall diffuse itself 
through every quarter of the heavenly Jerusalem ; 
shall penetrate every crevice, and permeate every 
portion^ and fertilize every hallowed region in the 
paradise of God. 

IV. The Rock ' followed them.' 

Whether we are right or wrong in our inter- 
pretation of these words in reference to the miracle 
itself, we can have no hesitation in accepting their 
full applicability to Christ ; and no difficulty in 
determining their meaning. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is ever in the midst of 
His people : ilis abundant blessings are ever ready 
to be poured upon them : the benefits of His suffer- 
ings and death always flow before them : the 
cleansing and sanctifying influences of His Spirit 
only wait till they are willing to 'wash and be 
clean : ' the outpouring of His grace never fails 
them, but * shall be in them a well of water spring- 
ing up into everlasting life.* Wherever the Christ- 
ian wanders in his heavenward journey, he has near 
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« 
at hand a copious supply of all that his thirsty 

spirit needs : he has but to put forth his hand^ and 

his ^ cup runneth over.' He has not to traverse the 

wide waste ; he has not to tread over weary miles ; 

he has not to search during tedious hours : the 

Bock ^ follows' him ; the channels of mercy are at 

his feet, and ' the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Ghost/ are with him. 

Have we believed, and do we realize this blessed 

truth, the omnipresence of Christ as a rock of 

salvation, and as a source of every spiritual blessing, 

to which we may come at all times ? I fear we 

scarcely do so : there are occasions, I fear, when 

our thirsty soul wanders far and wide in fruitless 

search for some needed mercy, some desired benefit, 

some indispensable grace; while yet the full river 

which meanders at our feet, and from which we 

might draw without restriction all that we require, 

is overlooked. Oh, how blind, how unbelieving, 

how slow of heart are we! Why is it that we 

manifest such reluctance to come to Jesus? Surely, 

if we knew the gift of God, and who it is that 

saith, ^If any man thirst, let him come unto me 
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and drink^' we should ask of Him^ and He woidd 
give us 'living waters/ 

y. But what are these living streams ? what is 
their nature? and how do they affect us? 

We may arrive at a solution of these questions 
by a consideration of the circumstances under which 
we may most ordinarily avail ourselves of these 
waters. 

Thirst, when excessive^ is generally allowed to 
be the most painful of all the sufferings to which 
the body is subject. It constituted^ perhaps to a 
greater degree than we are apt to conceive^ apart of 
our Saviour's sufferings on the cross. His cry^ ' I 
thirst !' had a significance which can only be fully 
comprehended by one agonizing between life and 
death in a barren and dry land^ where no water is. 
And further^ we may believe that vehement thirst is 
one of the miseries which the wicked will have to 
endure in hell. It was the cry of one who ' lift up 
his eyes in hell^ being in torments/ ' Send Lazarus^ 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water^ to 
cool my tongue. 

It is not without reason^ then^ that this expres- 
sion is made use of to represent that painful anxiety 
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of mind^ that longing desire of the soal^ which the 
Christian feels when he is searching after spiritual 
blessings. It is not a simple wishy as a man desires 
drink for the mere pleasure of drinking ; it is not 
only a strong desire^ as a weary traveller may quicken 
his steps to reach more soon the limpid fountain : 
but it is the cravings agonizing thirst for the water 
that Christ giveth^ which has its representative only 
in the dying wanderer of the desert, who would 
give all that he possesses in the world for a cup of 
cold water. 

' Blessed are they who ' thus ' thirst after right- 
eousness^ for they shall be filled/ The Rock, who 
is 'the Lord our righteousness/ has sent forth a 
stream which is all-sufficient; and whosoever will 
drink thereof shall be 'justified from all things.^ 
He has felt himself a dying sinner; he has expe- 
rienced the distress of a soul parched and exhausted 
by sin; he has from time to time hewn out for 
himself 'cisterns/ but they have proved 'broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water:' but he has con- 
tinued to seek, and at length he has found ' the 
fotlntain of living waters/ and is 'justified freely 
by His grace.' 
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How many thirsty souls there are to whom 
this promise would he "precious if they could helieve 
it, — ' With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells 
of salvation.' It is one of the most natural things 
in the world for a child of God to thirst after joy. 
He has heard of 'joy unspeakable and full of 
glory ;^ he has heard the precept, 'Rejoice ever- 
more;' he has often read and meditated on that 
sweet promise, ' Behold, my servants shall sing for 
joy of heart.' But his heart is heavy> and he goes 
in the bitterness of his soul : gladness has not yet 
sprung up within him. He cannot tell why it is ; 
he is a Christian, for he believes in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but he is not a happy Christian. He longs 
(oh, how he longs !) to taste that cheerful happiness 
which he sees in other and maturer Christians; 
he prays (oh, how earnestly he prays!), '0 satisfy 
me early with thy mercy, that I may rejoice and 
be glad all my days.' But nothing seems to 
remove the weight which depresses him, nothing 
seems to inspire him with delight, until he remem- 
bers that 'there is a river, the streams whereof 
shall make glad the city of God;' and then, bring- 
ing his slumbering faith into active exercise, he 
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draws largely from the Miving waters/ and has 'joy 
and peace in believing.' 

In this world of many temptations and trials, 
what is more likely to be an object of desire with 
the Christian^ than the refreshing and comforting 
of his faint and weary spirit? Many and pro- 
tracted are the days of his heaviness; he goes 
' mourning all the day long/ sayings ' when wilt 
thou comfort me 7^ 'As the hart panteth after 
the water-brooks^ so panteth my soul after thee^ 
Godj my soul thirsteth for God, for the living 
God/ And it is not until he has learnt to look 
to the smitten Bock, and come to the 'fountain 
opened/ that he is able to satisfy that thirst. He 
is summoned to that fountain by the voice of the 
Saviour, saying, ' Come unto me, all that travail 
and are heavy-laden, and I will refresh you.' 
Then his whole burden falls to the ground; his 
depressing cares and troubles cease ; the Good 
Shepherd makes him to lie down in green pastures, 
and leads him beside the waters of quietness, and 
there he reposes, saying, ' Thy comforts delight my 
soul.' 

Thus, these waters are a river capable of fur- 
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nishing at any time^ and at all times^ a sufficiency 
of every spiritual blessing needed by the Christian^ 
and constitute a panacea for every spiritual wound. 
Whatever we require to fill up the wants of our 
soul^ or whatever healing waters are requisite for 
the malady which afflicts our mind^ may be drawn 
from these perpetual springs. 

Why, then, 'should we continue destitute of any 
one blessing ? If we have come to the fountain- 
head for wisdom, and righteousness, and sancti- 
fication, and redemption, why not approach the 
same source for renewal, assurance, joy, peace, and 
consolation? Having once drawn waters out of 
the wells of salvation, we are not thereby dis- 
qualified from drawing again : nay, rather, we are 
on that account the more free to drink deep, to 
bring our vessel again and again, till our ^cup 
runneth over/ No Israelite was ever repulsed from 
the rock in the wilderness, and no believer shall 
fail of his welcome to the Saviour, who has ex- 
plicitly promised, ' Him that cometh unto me I 
will in no wise cast out.* How is it, that while the 
Israelites were all eagerness to drink the refreshing 
waters in Horeb, the Christian pilgrim should 
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manifest such tardiness^ and almost reluctance^ to 
partake of life-giving benefits which are in Christ 
Jesus ? Is it that we are afraid to come ? do we 
apprehend a refusal ? Why should we ? The 
words of invitation are express ; they are given to 
all, and therefore to us, — ^ Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath 
no money ; come ye, buy and eat : yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price/ 
^ And the Spirit and the Bride say. Come; and let. 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst come ; and whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely.' 
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CHAPTER XI. 

UPLIFTED HANDS. 
ExoD. xvii. 8-X6. 

HEN Israel came out of Egypt^ and the 
house of Jacob from among the strange 
people^ ' God led them not through the 
way of the land of the Philistines^ although that 
was near; for God said^ Lest peradventure the 
people repent when they see war, and they return to 
Egypt.' He had compassion on their weaknesses, and 
therefore would not lay upon them greater tempta- 
tions than they were able to bear. 

That was in accordance with His usual mercy 
and tender consideration for the infirmities of His 
neophytes. He seldom brings the young convert 
all at once into the heat of the spiritual contest, 
and if at any time He does permit them to encounter 
trials at the onset, He proportions their strength to 
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their day^ and with the temptation makes a way 
also to escape, that they may be able to bear it. 
lie takes special care of^ and a pecoliar interest in, 
those who are just entering the ranks under the 
banner of the Gross. 

But as Israel's march through the wilderness 
was not to be an uninterrupted progress, so neither 
is the Christian's advance towards heaven intended 
to be without let or hindrance. Enemies will come, 
whether we wish them or not; just as Amalek came 
and fought against Israel. Yes, the time was now 
come when the Israelites must buckle on their 
armour, and fight against those who would oppose 
their progress ; they were on their way to Canaan, 
and if they submitted to be driven back by these 
foes, or if they permitted themselves to be intimi- 
dated from proceeding, they might as well at once 
relinquish all hopes of ever reaching that happy land. 
Ood would try the steadfastness of their hopes, the 
firmness of their trust, and the stability of their 
love, by placing them in a position in which they 
must either testify the reality of these principles by 
their valour, or forfeit their claim to them by their 
servile fear. 
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We need not here inquire into the reasons which 
indaced Amalek to wage war with Israel : whether 
they were under the apprehension that the Israelites 
intended to dispossess them^ and had come out of 
Egypt with these inimical purposes; or whether 
they, being a warlike people, were actuated by the 
mere love of contest, or by the hopes of spoil ; or 
whether it arose from an inherent hatred of the chil- 
dren of Israel, the residuum of that old feud which 
originated in the quarrel which took place between 
their progenitors, and which caused so long and 
lasting a separation between the two brothers, Esau 
and Jacob. It is sufficient that we are acquainted 
with the fact that Israel's march was intercepted by 
a powerful and warlike enemy, and that they must 
now fight their way to Canaan. 

And are we, as heavenly pilgrims, to expect a 
quiet and uninterrupted course as we advance to- 
wards the city of habitation, the land of our desires ? 
No; there are enemies, aye, and they mightier 
and stronger than we, awaiting us, to arrest our 
steps, and rob us of our inheritance, — the World, 
the Flesh, and the Devil : we soon learn their names : 
bat, oh, it is not until we come to a hand-to-hand 
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fight that we become aware of their power^ and 
learn our own impotency. Against these we are 
called to contend; and in the contest to endure 
hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. As Joshua 
received his commission from Moses^ ' Choose us out 
men^ and go out^ fight with Amalek;^ so is our 
' Joshua/ appointed of the Father to be the Captain 
of our salvation^ and to select out of the world a 
chosen band of faithful followers^ who^ clad in the 
whole armour of God^ shall go forth under the banner 
of His Cross^ and fight manfully^ courageously^ and 
perseveringly, under His leadership. 

' So Joshua did as Moses had said to him^ and 
fought with Amalek/ It was the first battle in 
which Israel had been engaged^ and on the issue 
of that battle much depended. We may imagine^ 
then^ that it was a scene of the deepest interest^ 
and that all eyes were on the combatants; that 
every deed of bravery, and every failure of courage 
was noted, as if the result hung by each stroke 
that was levelled or warded. There would be 
shouting in the camp when Israel prevailed, and 
exultation on the other side the valley when Amalek 
prevailed. All, or nearly all, would watch the 
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successive encounters^ as if the victory was to be 
won and lost just as the one army should prove 
itsqlf more strong or feeble than the other. But 
in this they would be wrongs as a very little con- 
sideration would have taught them. Israel^ no 
doubt, fought valiantly ; and so also did Amalek. 
But the Israelites were novices in fighting, and the 
Amalekites were men of war from their youth ; the 
Israelites were deficient in weapons, while the army 
ranged against them were well equipped with every 
warlike appliance. It is evident, then, that Israel 
in their own strength had, humanly speaking, very 
little chance of conquering their foes. But *the 
race ia; not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong;' and as David said to the Philistine, so 
might Israel have now said to Amalek, — 'All this 
assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not. with 
sword and spear, for the battle is t)ie Lord's, and 
He will give you into our hands.' 

Yes, for while the Israelites were striking their 
feeble blows, and the Amalekites wielding their 
weapons with stout arm, there was a quiet and 
inobtrusive process going on at the summit of a 
neighbouring hill, which exercised a more potent 
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inflaeiioe in dedding the battle than all the bravery 
and prowess of the troops arrayed against each 
other on the field. ' Moses, Aaron and Hnr^ went 
up to the top of the hill : and it came to pass, 
when Moses held np his hand that Israel pre- 
Tsiled ; and when he let down his hand, Amalek 
prevailed/ 

Moses' holding np his hands in prayer for 
Israel may be taken as a double type, unfolding 
to ns the grand secret of the Christian's success 
in the warfare against the World, the Flesh, and 
the Devil. 

I. Who can look upon that yenerable man of 
fourscore years (who had carried Israel as his child 
out of Egypt, and watched over them with more 
than parental solicitade), now lifting up his hands 
to the throne of grace on their behalf, without at 
once recognizing in him a type of the Great Inter- 
cessor of the people of God ? Standing on the top 
of the hill, with the rod of God in his hand, he 
conveys to our minds an impression of our great 
and all-prevailing Advocate, who has ascended up 
on high, bearing the insignia of His office, the 
token of His wonder-working power ; and our faith 
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will almost enable us to look up steadfastly into 
heaven^ and with the vision of a Stephen to see 
^ Jesus standing on the right hand of God.' Taking 
his place upon the stone which Aaron and Hur 
had provided for him^ he leads us to contemplate 
and to bless ^ Him that sitteth upon the throne.' 
And the continual outstretching of his hands to- 
wards the mercy-seat^ gives us a clear and en- 
couraging perception of the unceasing advocacy of 
Him who ^ever liveth to make intercession for 
us.' 

But we have to inquire still deeper into the 
spiritual meaning of this part of the allegory. We 
have to investigate the effect of this lifting up of 
Moses' hands : for the result was evidently the 
effect of the action^ or of the prayerful and pleading 
spirit indicated by the action. For 'it came to 
pass^ when Moses held up his hand^ that Israel 
prevailed.' God looked upon that act of inter- 
cession^ and had regard to that prayer^ more than 
to the valour and spirit displayed by the contending 
armies. 'The effectual fervent prayer of a right- 
eous man availeth much;' and as long as Moses 
continued in the posture of supplication, the burden 
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of his prayer came before the Lord^ and the object 
of his desire was granted : ' Israel prevailed.' 

We^ like Israel^ are more dependent on the 
intercession of our ascended Lord, than on anything 
we can do of our own strength. We may be very 
determined in our opposition to sin ; we may be 
very courageous in resisting our spiritual foes^ but 
' by strength no man shall prevaiL' All effectual 
resistance^ all actual success, every real advantage 
gained in the spiritual warfare^ must be attributed 
to the prevalence of the intercession of Him whose 
prerogative it is, while pleading His own merits, 
to claim at the hands of His Father that help from 
above which His people need. 

Moses, indeed, grew weary, and his hands fell 
down ; and then Amalek prevailed. And should 
our heavenly Advocate cease to plead for us, Satan 
would surely have an advantage of us. Bat He 
who sitteth at the right hand of God ' fainteth not, 
neither is weary.' We, therefore, who sally forth 
at His command, and under His banner, are re- 
lieved from all apprehensions of defeat^ so long as 
we lift the eye of faith to Him, and strengthen our- 
selves ^ in the Lord, and in the power of His might.' 
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To encourage oarselves to do so^ we have but 
to hearken to the strain of His prayers for His 
followers while on earthy and give attention to the 
confident manner in which they were addressed to 
the Father. What a sweet specimen of intercessory 
prayer is recorded for our consolation in John^ xvii. 
9-24 1 And let us remember^ that these requests 
were preferred by One who was equal to the Father 
as touching His Godhead, and linked, as touching 
His manhood, with those for whom He prayed ; by 
One who, on another occasion^ had declared His 
assurance, and had attested it before men in these 
words, — ^ Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard 
me : and I know that thou hearest me always/ 
Oh, then, let not the soldiers of the Cross be faint- 
hearted : for although Joshua would never have 
discomfited Amalek, had not the hands of Moses 
been ' steady until the going down of the sun ; ' and 
although the Christian warrior can never triumph 
but in Christ ; nevertheless, all believers, having an 
interest in the intercession of our great High Priest, 
shall undoubtedly go on from strength to strength, 
and in the end come ofF'more than conquerors through 
Him that hath loved us and given Himself for us.' 



148 Contemplations on 

II. But again^ Moses^ in the attitude of suppli- 
cation^ represents the praying Christian. His up- 
lifted hand is an emblem of the desire and hope 
with which the believer reaches upwards towards 
heaven^ in expectation to receive the blessings which 
shall descend in answer to his prayer. 

As * every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights/ the Christian raises himself, as it were, as 
near to heaven as may be: he not only 'prays 
everywhere, lifting up holy hands,' but he prepares 
himself for the effectual offering of importunate 
supplication, by elevating his soul and mind, spirit 
and desires, to the very realms where all spiritual 
blessings are laid up in store for them that love 
God. And especially when he finds himself ha- 
rassed from within and from without by the repeated 
onslaughts of his spiritual assailants ; when he has 
to contend ^ not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities and powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places,' he then mounts upward to the 
throne of grace : detaching his thoughts from mere 
earthly things, he encourages them to soar aloft into 
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the regions of the blessed : weaning his affections 
from ' things on the earth,' he seeks ' those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God:' extricating his soul as much as 
may be from the trammels of the flesh, he prepares 
it, by holy meditation and an appropriation of the 
promises, for its flight to the presence of the Hearer 
and Answerer of prayer : his desires, which had too 
much cleaved to the dust, he now stretches upward 
to purer and better objects. Thus he prays 'with 
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, watching 
thereunto with all perseverance/ 

Whilst thus 'continuing in prayer* he is sure 
to prevail. His requests being made known unto 
God through the great Mediator, and seasoned with 
His merits, are set before Him 'as incense, and the 
lifting up of his hands as the evening sacrifice.* 
Such prayers engage the Omnipotent on our side ; 
and ' if the Lord be for us, who can be against 
us?' Are we beset by the World? its attractions 
lose their magnetic power in the face of this spiritual 
exercise; its most fascinating occupations cease to 
captivate us ; its enticements can no longer inveigle 
us into its snares; its threats lose all power to 
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terrify as ; its riches and its honours cannot seduce 
us. Prayer turns the battle against this wicked 
worlds and a prayings spiritual Israel prevails. Or 
does the Flesh lust against the Spirit f So long as 
we continue on bended knee^ with desires aspiring 
toward the mercy-seat^ ' the lust of the fleshy the 
lust of the eyes^ and the pride of life/ can take no 
hold on our body^ which is protected by a covering 
from on high^ and are unable to cope with that Spirit 
which is given us in answer to our prayer. Or 
that most malignant of all enemies^ the Devil, does 
he come to the charge ? With hands and hearts 
stretched out, as though to span the space between 
us and our Intercessor above, we may defy all 
Satan^s power : though he hurl at us all his fiery 
darts of temptation, we shall be able to quench 
them all ; and though he bring against us all the 
powers of darkness, they shall be made to quail: 
his wiles and his terrors, his crafty devices and the 
fearful thundering of his malignity, shall alike prove 
powerless when we bring against them the puissant 
weapon of prayer. 

^ And Satan trembles when he sees 
The feeblest saint upon his knees.* 
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Bat^ oh, when our hands hang down and our 
knees are feeble ; when our eyelids droop and no 
longer gaze into the heavens ; when want of faith 
causes our heart to faint within us ; when our lips 
are sealed from uttering our words and desires; 
when our petitions^ like discarded parchments^ lie 
prostrate in the mire : in a word, when we re- 
linquish prayer ; what is the consequence ? When 
Moses ^ let down his hand, Amalek prevailed :' and 
just as surely, when we abandon our strong position 
at the door of heaven, our enemies will prevail. 

Does not this open our eyes to the cause of 
many a defeat we have sustained ? From time to 
time the world has seduced us, the flesh has en- 
trammeled us, or Satan has had an advantage over 
* us. But when was that ? Certainly not while we 
continued ' instant in prayer.^ 

Oh, then, while we fight the good fight pf faith, 
and endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ, let us bear in mind that we have an Advo- 
cate with the Father who never slumbereth nor 
sleepeth : let us pray the Father in His name to 
render help from on high; and then we shall be 
privileged to take up the strain of the Psalmist — 
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^The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear f The Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid ? When the wicked, even 
mine enemies and foes^ came upon me to eat np my 
flesh, they stumbled and fell. Though an host 
should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear : 
though war should rise against me, in this will I 
be confident.' 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE LAND AND ITS CORN. 
Josh. v. 10-12. 

E have thus far directed our attention to 
the ExoduB of Israel^ viewed as an 
allegory: in which we have seen many 
of the early experiences^ trials^ and mercies of the 
Christian strikingly brought into relief^ and the 
path of the just set before us as in a well-executed 
chart for our guidance and comfort. We have, in 
part, contemplated their joumeyings for forty years 
in the wilderness, their sorrows and their comforts, 
their sins and their repentings, their conflicts and 
their triumphs, their tears of anguish and their 
buoyant shouts of rejoicing. In all which every 
Christian may see much which resembles his own 
case, and much which illustrates God^s dealings 
with His spiritual Israel. 
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Bearing still in mind these various points^ we 
may now betake ourselves to the study of the 
termination of all their wanderings, and their happy 
entrance into the land of Canaan. May our con- 
templations on this subject be so blessed to us, that 
we may be filled with faith, hope, and love, and live 
in the anticipation of beholding the glory of God! 

Let us first endeavour to surmise what must 
have been the sentiments of the Israelites on this 
occasion. 

They would, in part, have reference to the past. 
Their reflections would be retrospective. Their 
minds would revert to a thousand incidents of days 
gone by. True, there were no very old men among 
them : none of them had attained more than three- 
score years, except Caleb and Joshua. Still there 
were many of them who could remember Egypt, 
and they all could remember the wilderness. There 
were plenty of incidents afforded within those sixty 
years, and even within the recollection of them all, 
to make them look back with solemn yet thankful 
remembrance. How must their hearts have over- 
flow:ed with gratitude, how must their lips have 
been filled with praise, as they compared their 
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present complete liberty with tbe shackles^ and 
stripes^ and burdens of Egypt ! How unmingled 
must have been their joy^ how ardent their triumph^ 
as they contemplated the victories which God had 
given them over their enemies ! When they re- 
garded the now ended toils^ dangers^ and dis- 
couragements of the way^ how fervent must have 
been their love to Him who had given them rest ! 
Oh, how their bosom must have swelled with emo- 
tion, while the pitcher of their soul was running 
over with the sweet waters of love, joy, and peace ! 

Such sentiments must, in a greater or less de- 
gree, have crossed the minds of the Israelites when 
they first trod the land of promise. They, no doubt, 
are akin to, and are descriptive of those feelings, 
which ^ just men made perfect' will entertain when 
they enter within the portals of heaven. But, oh, 
they do not, they cannot equal them in intensity. 
What they felt and thought was indeed significant ; 
but it was only tbe shadow of what we shall realize 
if we enter through Him, who is ' the door,' into 
our eternal rest. Aye, we are now passing through 
those various stages of thraldom and emancipation, 
of warfare and conquest, of dangers and escapes, of 
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temptations and deliverances^ of effort and success^ 
of faith and its results^ which, when the joarney of 
life is ended^ we shall look back upon with mingled 
feelings of gratitude and joy, of exultation and 
peace. But we shall then see them in a brighter 
light than we now do ; their importance will be 
more conspicuous in the retrospect than while they 
are being transacted; the hand- which so beneficently 
led us through them will be more sensibly apparent^ 
and more fully recognized; and the praise which 
shall issue from our lips will be^ not like that dull, 
heavy, constrained homage which we render now, 
but in accordance with the new unfettered nature 
with which we shall then be invested. We shall 
regard all these things as events of the past ; mer- 
cies eclipsed by the glory that shall be revealed in 
us; and all sorrow and crying supplanted by 
immaculate and never-fading joy. 

But the Israelites not only called to remem- 
brance the former things which were passed away : 
they would also be enabled to realize their present 
happy lot. 

That which, from the days of Abraham, had been 
held out to them as the great object of their de- 
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sires; that excellent inheritance^ which had con- 
stituted the substance of so many and repeated 
promises^ was now their own. God had promised 
that He would give it them : Abraham^ Isaac^ and 
Jacob had lived in the full expectation of it : Joseph 
had given charge that his bones should be hrought 
to this land: Moses had applied these promises 
repeatedly^ as an unfailing encouragement to Israel 
in their difficulties^ as a restraining power when they 
were disposed to rebels as a stimulus to their efforts 
when their energies began to flag. And now^ all 
that they had hoped for and waited for was be- 
stowed upon them ; all their wanderings were 
ended ; all their hopes realized. They had entered 
into their rest ; they had come to the land ' flowing 
with milk and honey ;^ and God had given it to 
them for an everlasting possession. 

How glad they must have been now! how ecstatic 
their joy of heart, as they thought on their present 
blessedness ! how enthusiastic their chant of praise ! 

Such in character, but loftier, holier, purer, 
will be the rapture of the redeemed, when they 
become occupants of that world beyond the sky. 
Those promises, which now sustain the weary and 
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heavy-laden^ will all have been falfilled: those 
hopes, which now urge us to press on through the 
wilderness, will have resulted in a full fruition: 
faith will have ended in our beholding those things 
of which it is now the evidence : what we now see 
through a glass darkly, our eyes will then see in all 
their brilliancy and perspicuity. It is little indeed 
that we now know of these things : all we can at 
present say of them is, ' Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love Him.' But in that day they will all be familiar 
to us, as appropriated and possessed. We shall 
enjoy the sense of fireedom from sin, the conscious- 
ness of being holy as God is holy, and pure as He 
is pure : we shall bask in the sunshine of His 
righteousness, and revel in the light of His coun- 
tenance : we shall be happily aware of the blissful- 
ness of His heavenly mansions, and knowingly wear 
the crown that never fades. These and a thousand 
other blessed experiences, the half of which no 
human tongue can enumerate, will make us so in- 
effably happy, that we shall ' with one mind and 
one mouth glorify God.' 
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To carry this point still further^ we may notice 
that the glad feelings of the Israelites would be 
heightened by thinking of the prospect before them. 
Their joy would be intensified by the knowledge 
that their inheritance was secured to them in per- 
petuity: it was their settled home^ •guaranteed to 
them for all generations. In that land they would 
have a fixed worship and continuous ordinances; 
and the God who had brought them through all 
their past tribulations^ and introduced them into 
their present quiet habitation^ would be their ever- 
lasting King^ and their Ood for ever and ever. 

And this same reflection will operate to the 
augmentation (or perhaps^ rather^ to the consum- 
mation) of our felicity in the realms of bliss. We 
shall not then estimate our enjoyments as we do 
here^ by mensurable divisions of time^ be those 
divisions generations^ or centuries^ or ages ; but we 
shall hold them as an inalienable right conferred 
upon us, which will continue unremitted^ unalloyed^ 
untarnished^ throughout the interminable duration 
of an endless eternity. 

Yes^ the heavenly Canaan will be our home for 
ever : the song of the redeemed will be a never- 
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ending song: the praises of our God will never 
cease to proceed from our lips day or night : we 
shall dwell there; abide there; and shall 'go no 
more out/ This it is which constitutes the perfec- 
tion of heaven^s happiness, and at once distinguishes 
it from all sublunary joys. The greatest of earthly 
blessings is always shaded by this imperfection, that 
it is temporal and must have an end ; and this makes 
us sad, even in the transport of the highest gratifi- 
cation. But there is no limitation of pleasures at 
God^s right hand ; for the things which are unseen 
now, but which we shall see hereafter, are etemaL 

We have now to consider another remarkable 
point in connexion with the entrance into Canaan, 
namely, the cessation of the manna. 'And the 
manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten 
of the old com of the land : neither had the child- 
ren of Israel manna any more.' 

Now this manna had been an inestimable benefit 
to the children of Israel : it had been their chief 
support during their sojourn in the wilderness : it 
was very pleasant to the taste, and very wholesome 
and nutritious. We might perhaps suppose, there- 
fore, that they suffered a calamity when it ceased 
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from among them^ and that the privation was great 
when it was taken away. And so^ indeed^ it would 
have been^ had nothing else been substituted for it. 
But there was ; food^ in greater variety^ and in some 
sense of superior excellency^ was given them in- 
stead : ' they did eat of the fruit of the land of 
Canaan that year.' And so^ as the partaking of the 
manna had prepared them for a more thorough 
relish of the fruit of Canaan, so the withholding it 
not only proved that it was no longer needed by 
them, but, by throwing them more exclusively upon 
these fresh dainties, increased their enjoyment of 
them. 

We have many blessings and privileges even in 
this world, and I trust we feel it to be the case : 
for there is hardly anything more painfdlly saddening 
thai;! to hear a person say, ' There is nothing in this 
world worth living for.' These blessings may not 
be comparable to those which are prepared for them 
that love God ; but many of them are closely akin 
to those better things, and, if rightly received and 
used, will lead us on towards them, and prepare us 
for the reception and enjoyment of them. And 
when these cease, those will begin. 

M 
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Let us see, then, what there is in the Christian 

dispensation which in this respect corresponds with 

the manna. As the subject of the manna has been 

before our thoughts already^ it may suffice us now 

to observe^ that as manna was daily supplied to the 

Israelites for their food in the wilderness, so during 

our earthly pilgrimage God gives us day by day our 

daily bread: but when we go to heaven this will 

cease. But this will be no loss to us : for we shall 

be in circumstances in which we shall not require 

it ; our natural bodies will then be made spiritual 

bodies^ and we shall ' hunger no more, neither thirst 

any more/ In this world we daily need^ and^ when 

we seek it, God as regularly supplies us with His 

sanctifying grace : but in heaven we shall not seek 

it, for it will not be requisite j for we shall be holy 

as God is holy^ and pure as He is pure. Now we 

have to look for constant increase of faith, as the 

Israelites went out every morning to gather manna : 

but when we reach our inheritance above, faith will 

no more be heard of, it will be lost in vision. And 

above all these, we have given to us, and revealed in 

us, Christ Jesus whose flesh is meat indeed, and 

whose blood is drink indeed : but in heaven we shall 
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not want Christ as a Saviour^ a Redeemer and 
Intercessor : but we shall possess Him as our ever- 
lasting King^ and behold His glory^ and be made 
like unto Him in His eternal and everlasting glory* 

Then, indeed, we shall eat of the fruit of the 
Happy Land : then we shall partake of all the 
blessings of immortality: then we shall sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of 
God. ^ Blessed are they that do His commandments, 
that they may have right to eat of the tree of life 
which is in the midst of the Paradise of God ;' and 
* Blessed are they that are called unto the marriage 
supper of the Lamb/ 

All these 'exceeding great and precious pro- 
mises^ are held out to us. Heaven, with all its 
bliss, is offered for our acceptance, as Canaan was a 
land promised to Israel. ' There remaineth therefore 
a rest to the people of God.^ Let us, however, re- 
member, that not all who came out of Egypt attained 
th^ Holy Land : many of them perished in the wil- 
derness. And why ? ' They could not enter in be- 
cause of unbelief.' ' Let us, therefore, fear, lest, a 
promise being left us of entering into His rest, any 
of you should seem to come short of it.^ 
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Farewell^ Christian Reader; God grant that 
when the ' ten thousand times ten thousand' mingle 
their harmonious voices in adoration of the Lamb^ 
you and I may be there. 



LONDON: 

Printed by Stranobways and Walden, Castlo St. Loioestor Sq. 




Morks f uHrs^etr 



HATCHARD AND CO. 



BoDksellen to H3.H. the Princess of Walee, 



187 PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 



Messrs. HATCHARD & Co. 

BOOKSELLERS TO H.R.H. THE PRINCESS OF WALES, 

Mespectfully invite an Inspection of tJieir Stocky 
which consists of one of the Largest Assortments in 
London of 

Religious Works, Illustrated Books for the Table, 

Juvenile Books, Standard Works, and 

Books of Reference, 

In every variety of Morocco, Calf, and Cloth Bindings. 

Also of Bibles, Prayer-Books, and Church Services, 

Of the best quality, and in the newest styles. 
A Liberal Discount for Cash. 



THE LARGEST TYPE MORNING AND EVENING CHURCH SERVICE 

IN SEPARATE VOLUMES. 



Just published, 
A New Edition of the Hon. Charlotte Grimston's 

arrangement af tl)e OTommon Stager 

anti He^sonst, 

In 2 vols. 12mo. morocco plain, 25«. ; best morocco plain, 30«. ; 

extra or antique, 35«. 

Also in various ornamental bindings, in cases suitable for Christmas 
or Wedding Presents, from 2 to 7 guineas. 



A NEW CHRISTENING PRESENT. 



rHE SPONSORS' BIBLE, 

A Portable Volume, with a Clear Type, an Illuminated Title- 
page, and Presentation Fly-leaf, handsomely bound in antique 
morocco, price 21«. ; with massive clasp, 25«. 



LONDON : HATCHARD AND CO. 187 PICCADILLY, 

^ookselUrs ia Jf-Sl.S. t^e ^rxnass ai Attics. 



Hatchard and Co, 187 Piccadilly, 3 



A Change and Many a Change. Fcap. cloth, 

3«. 6(2. • 

" A little tale with a moral and religiouB bearing, showing how the sorrows and 
strangles of Fanny Powell, the dRu;;hter of a Welsh clergyman, served to develope her 
spiritual nature, and to make her the beloved of alL"— I<onaon Revieu, 

ANDERSON, Rev. R. — A Practical Exposition of the 

Gospel of St. John. By the late Rev. Robebt AMDsasoN, Perpetual 
Curate of Trinity Chapel, Brighton. 2 yola. 12ino. cloth, \Ag. 

Ten Discourses on the Communion Office of 

thia Church of England. With an Appendix. Second Edition. 12mo. 
cloth. It. 

ANDREWES, Bishop.— Selections from the Sermons 

of Lancblot Andbewes, sometime Lord Bishop of Winchester, with 
a Preface by the Venerably the Abchdbacom of Sqbbet. Fcap. 
cloth, 3«. 

ANLEY, ])l[i8S C. — Earlswood: a Tale for the Times. 

By Chablotte Anlbt. Second Thousand. Fcap. cloth, hi. 

"A pleasing and gracefully written tele, detailing the process by which persons of 
piety are sometimes perverted to Romish error "—English JRevieio. 
"This tale is singularly well conceived."— EvanpelicoZ MagaUn*. 
" We can recommend it with confidence."— CArUtton Timei. 



Miriam ; or, the Power of Truth. A Jewish 

Tale. Tenth Edition, with a Portrait. Fcap. cloth, 6«. 

BACON, Rev. H. B.— Lectures for the Use. of Sick 

Persons. By the Rev. H. B. Bacon, M.A. Fcap. cloth, 2«. 6tf. 
" The Lectures possess two very great recommendations. First, — they are brief. 



concise, and to the point ; and secondly, — ^the language is plain, free from ambiguity, 
and scriptural. • * * It may be very profitably meditated upon by the sick ; and 
young clergmnen will not lay it down after perusal without having derived some instmc- 
tioxL.''—ChruHan ChianUan. 

BATEMAN, Mrs.— The Two Families; or, the 

Power of Religion By J. C. Bateman, Author of " The Metherwoodi 
(;f Otterpool." Fcap. cloth, 3s. 6(2. 

" This is an entertaining book, written in an unambitious and clear style, showing 
the elevating influence of religion, and the baneful effects of neglecting it The moral 
of the story is healthful and not overdrawn, although rather hackneyed. We cordial^ 
praise the book for its earnestness and simplicity." — Public Opinion. 

" This little book is so well written, that we trust it wQl have a very wide circulation. 
Mrs. Batoman's clever volume is admirably adapted for young people, but all may profit 
by its contents."— £xamin«r. 

BIBLK— THE SPONSOES' BIBLK — Band- 

soisely bound in morocco. Price 2U. ; or with clasp, 25«. 

This has been prepared to supply a want long felt of an appropriate Baptismal pre- 
sent^ which should be elegant without being costly. It consists of a handsomely printed 
edition of the Holy Scriptures, in clear type, with an illuminated title-page, and an 
illuminated leaf for an inscription. 

Bible Stories, selected from the Old and New 

Testament, familiarised for the Use of Children ; in Portions. By the 
Author of " Questions on the Episties," &c. Third Edition, i vols. 
18mo. half-bound, each 2s. 6d, 



4 



Works Published by 



BIBD,Bev. C. S. — For Ever; and other Devo- 
tional Poemfl, particularly Hymns adapted to the Earlier Psalms. 
Second Edition, asmo.silk, 2«.6d. 

BLUNT, Rev. H. — Posthumous Sermons. By the 

late Rev. HsmT Bluitt, M.A. Reotor of Streatham, Surrey. Third 
Edition, with a Portrait. 3 voli. 12mo. cloth, each 6«. 

A Family Exposition of the Pentateuch. 



Fourth Edition. 3 vols. Ifimo. cloth, each 6«. 



Nine Lectures upon the History of Saint Peter. 



Nineteenth Edition. 12ino. cloth, 4«. 6<f. 



Eight Lectures on the History of Jacob. 



Seventeenth Edition. 12mo. cloth, 4t. 6<f . 



Twelve Lectiu^es on the History of Abraham* 



Thirteenth Edition. 12mo. cloth, bs. 6<i. 



— Lectures on the History of Saint Paul. 

Eleventh Edition. 2 Parts. 12mo. cloth, each 6«. 6<f. 

— Lectures on the History of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Twelfth Edition. 3 Parts. 12mo. cloth, each 

— Discourses upon some of the Doctrinal 

Articles of the Church of England. Ninth Edition. l2mo. cloth, 



5«. 6d. 

Sermons preached in Trinity Church, Chelsea. 

Seventh Edition. 12roo. doth, 6». 

A Practical Exposition of the Epistles to the 

Seven Churches of Asia. Fifth Edition. I2mo. cloth, 5«. %d. 

Lectures on the History of Elisha. Seventh 

Edition. 12mo. cloth, 5«. 6<2. 

BOSANQXJET, S. E. — Excelsior. Fcap. cloth, 2$. 6d. 

Contents. — Let us go on unto Perfection — An Inquiry after a higher 
Christianity — New Demonfttration of the Uegeneration — The Re- 
demption of the Body — The Second Coming of the Hcly Spirit — 
The Approaching Sabbath of the World — Especially throuiirh a Typical 
Parallel between the Seven Days or Ages of Creation and the Seven 
Thousand Tears of the Re-Creation of Man to the Image of God. By 
S. R. BosANQDET, Author of "New Logic," &c. 

The Bible: its Superiority in Character, 

Composition, Information, and Authority to all Uninspired Literature. 
Fcap. limp cloth, )s. 6d. 



Hate hard and Co. 187 Piccadilly/. 



Bow in the Cloud : a Memoir of M. E. H. By 

her SisTBR, Author of ** Ellen MardAunt.** Fcap. cloth, 3t. 6d. 

"A simple, bnt touehlns Mo^i»hv. It reecnrds the txials and the oonsolations of one 
whose father died aAer a lingering illness, shortly before the period of her own dissolu- 
tion ; and whose mother snrylTed this shook for a few months only. The experience of 
sorrow is thus sketched, under no ordinary circumstances, b^ the only surriying mMnber 
of the family. There is nothing of maudlin sentimentalism m the book ; it conveys some 
weighty lesBons to the Christian reader."— XivefiMoi Courier. 

BRABLET, Eev. A. — Sermons, chiefly on Character: 

preached at Hale, Surrey. By the Rev. Abtbub Bradley, M.A. 
Perpetual Curate of Hale, and Biichel Fellow of Queen's College, 
Oxford. Foap. cloth, bs. 

BRADLEY, Rev. C. — Practical Sermons for every 

Sunday and Principal Holyday in the Year. By the Rev. Charles 
Bbadley, Vicar of Glasbury, Brecknockshire. Fifth Edition. 2 vols. 
8vo. cloth, 14«. 

Sermons preached in the Parish Church of 

Glasbury, Brecknockshire, and St. James's Chapel, Clapham, Surrey. 
Ninth EcUtion. In I vol. 8vo. cloth, \0s. 6d. 

Sermons on some of the Trials, Duties, and 

Encouragements of the Christian Life. Second Edition. 8vo. cloth, 
10«. Bd. 

BURNSIDE, HELEN.— Poems. By Helen Bubn- 

siDB. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

" Miss Bnmside's Poems are always flowinf; and pleasant. The general character- 
istics of the verses are those ofqniet domesticitj'. of home affections, of cheerful resig- 
nation to a misfortxine sent by Heaven, and of pure religious feeling."— Z/Ondon Rerieie. 

BURTT, J. — Exempla Necessaria; or, Elementary- 
Latin Exercises on all the Parts of Speech, and the Substance of 
Syntax ; containing English Words and Sentences to be turned into 
Latin, Latin into English, and numerous Examination Questions to be 
entered on with the Accidence. With an Introduction. By J. Bdett, 
Teacher of Latin, &o. Third Edition, much enlarged. 18mo. cloth, 
2s. Qd. 

Calling and Responsibilities of a Governess. By 

AuiCA. Fcap. cloth, 3«. 

CHAMBERS, ISisB A.— Comfort in Sleepless Nights. 

Passages selected by Anne Chambers. Royal 8vo. (large type) cloth, 
Ss.6d. 

Christ our Example. By the Author of **The 

Listener." Eighth Edition. Fcap. cloth, ftf . 

Contents.— 1. In the Objectof Life— 2. In the Rule of Life— 8. In his 
Intercourse with the World— 4. In the Condition of Life— 5. In his Sorrows 
—6. In his Joys — 7. In his Death. 



Works Published by 



Chrietian Observer, conducted by Members of the 



Christian Sympathy; a Collection of Letters ad- 
CHUBION, Rev. H. B. W.— Thoughts on the Land 

H, B. Whit. IE.' Chd»to», M.A., Vtc.r of IcklB.h.m. Suiul, ChkplDa 

CLOSE, Daan. — Miscellaneous Sermons, preached 

Edition. 3iol<. Std. boirdB. 'Jli. 

The Footsteps of Error, traced through a 

iK.utit.''9.o"ioih,9r. ""■'"• """" 

Eighty Sketches of Sermons- Second Edi- 

Colenso, Bishop, on the Horns of a Dilemma, 

Crown Sto. cloth. Si, 

Common Sense for Housemaids. By A Ladt. 

Fifth Edlllon. corrected. ISmo. U, ■ 

Companion to the Book of Common Prayer of the 

VnlUd Church of Bnglindand Inland. 34niD.c]oth,Si. M. 

Confirmation : its Nature, I mportance, and Benefits. 

B7 Ihe RsT. T. GlirnTB. A.M. td. ; or 3t. 6d. per doten. 

A Plain and Affectionate Addi-ess to Young 

Penona shout tc bo CcDflrmed. Bj the Right Rct. D. Wiuon. Ut« 
Loi-d Biihop of Calcutta. I9ina. til. 

By lie lamt Atillutr, 

A Plain and Affectionate Address to Young 

Consistency. By Charlotte Elizabeth. Sixth 

Edition. IBma.burd>.^fi.«i<. 

Constance and Edith ; or, Incidents of Home Life. 

BjaCLEROTHAH'B WiTE. Fcup. cloth, 5«, 6d. 

"":Br,;;-,£.T.',iS'L„., „ 



Hatchard and Co. 187 Piccadilly. 



COURTEKAT, Bishop.— The Future States, their 

Evidences and Nature : eonaidered on Principles Physical, Moral, and 
Scriptural, with the Design of showing the Value of Gospel Revelation. 
By the Right Rev. Rkoinald Coubtenay, D.D. Lord Bishop of 
Kingston, Jamaica. 8to. cloth, 6«. 

Joseph and his Brethren. 

" Which things are an allegory." 
Crown 8yo. cloth, 2«. 6tf. 

Select Verses from the Psalms, the Proverbs, 

and Ecclesiastes, for Private Meditation and Private Primer. Fcap. 
cloth, 2«. 

COUTTS, Miss BURDETT. — A Summary Account 

of Prizes for Common Things, offered and awarded by Miss Bnrdett 
Coutts at the Whitelands Training Institution. Third Edition, greatly 
enlarged, 8vo. cloth. U. 6tf. 

CRTJDEN, A. — A' complete Concordance to the 

Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament; or, A Dictionary and 
Alphabetical Index to the Bible. In Two Parts. To which is added, 
A Concordance to the Apocrypha. By Albxanpbs Cruden, M.A. 
Fourteenth Edition. With a Life of the Author, by Alex an des Cb al- 
KSBS, F.8.A. 4to. boards, 1/. U. 

CUNNINGHAM, Kev. J. W.— Six Lectures on the 

Book of Jonah. By the late Rev. J. W. Cunnimghak, A.M. Vicar of 
Harrow. Fcap. boards, Z». 

DBUMMOND, H. — Social Duties on Christian 

Principles. By the late Henbt DauMMOND, Esq. M.P. Fifth Edition. 
Fcap. cloth» 4«. 

The East and the West: our Dealings with our 

Neighbours. Essavs by different Hands. Edited by the Hon. Henst 
Stanley. 12mo. cloth, 7«. 6d. 

EDMUNDS, Rev. J.— The Seven Sayings of Christ 

on the CrosiT. Seven Lent Lectures. To which is prefixed, a Gospel 
Harmony of the Passion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. With 
Explanatory Notes. By the Rev. John Edmunds, M.A., formerly 
Fellow of the University of Durham. Fcap. cloth, 3«. ^. 

Sermons, preached for the most part in a 

Country Church in the Diocese of Durham. Second Series. Fcap. 



cloth, 5«. 6(f. 



" The Seimons contained in this volume are generally sound and eminently practical, 
and admirably adapted for the parpose for which they arc Dublished— to dc 
families to children and servants on the Sunday eTening."— «7oAn Bull. 



>e read in 



Eighteen Maxims of Neatness and Order; to 

which is prefixed an Introduction. By Theresa Tidt. Twenty-fifth 
Edition. 18mo. sewed, 6tf. 



8 Works Published by 



Far Off: Part I. ; or Asia Described. With Anec- 
dotes and numflrous Illustrations. By the Author of *' Peep of Day/' 
&c. Twenty-sixth Thousand. Fcap. cloth, 4«. 6tf. 

" We hare sometimes met clergymen who are in the habit of endeaTotiring to promote 
the Missionary caase in their parishes, who would be thankful for such a little Dook as 
this. It seems to us Just the sort of book that might be read out to a class of young per- 
sons, either in National Schools or otherwise, and which would be certain to interest 
them exceedingly."— JSftylifA Review. 

Part 11. ; or, Australia, Africa, and America 

Described. With Anecdotes, and numerous Illustrations. Seven- 
teenth Thousand. Fcap. cloth. As. M. 



PAWCETT, Rev. J. — An Exposition of the Gospel 

according to St. John. By the Rev. .Tohk Fawcett, M.A. late Incum- 
bent of St. Cuthbert's, Carlisle. 3 vols. 8vo. cloth, 2]«. 

An Exposition of the Acts of the Apostles. 



3 vols. 8vo. cloth. 24«. 

Christian Life ; or, the Principles and Prac- 
tice which distinguish the Genuine Christian. Illustrated in Thirty 
Discourses. 8vo. cloth, Zs. 6d. 

PENELON. — Extracts from the Religious Works of 

Fenelon, Archbishop of Cambray. Translated from the Original 
French by Miss Marshall. Eleventh Edition, with a Portrait. 
Fcap. cloth, b$. 

Footprints of the Horse. By " Eos," Author of 

" Gift Poems." Fcap. limp cloth, 2s. 6d. 

PORSYTH, Rev. J. H. — Sermons hy the late Rev. 

John Hamiltov Fobstth, M.A. Curate of Weston-super-Mare, and 
afterwards Minister of Dowry Chapel, Clifton, Domestic Chaplain to the 
Marquis of Thomond. With a Memoir of the Author by the Rev. 
Edward Wir-soN, M.A. Vicar of Nocton, Lincolnshire. Third Edition. 
8vo. cloth, with Portrait, 10#. 6d. 

" The character of Mr. Forsyth is one which we greatly admire," &c.— ChrUtian 
Obierver. 

Gabrielle Hastings. A Tale. By A. S. W. 

Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 5«. 

" This is a charming story, written with an excellent pnrpose, and with sufficient 
point and intelligence to do a large amount of good."— Weekly Mestertger. 

" Young readers may spend some hours agreeahly, and not without profit. It' is a 
pathetic, well-written story." — Reader. 

" It is intensely intoresting, and the style of writing is of a high order. We seem to 
hreathe the air of domestic purity, and to enjoy the society of highly-polished minds, 
as we read these pages . The descriptive parts are also well conceived' and finished, and 
the whole impression conveyed by the narrative is that the writer has considerable 
delicacy of feeling and much mental -poVLsh."— Clerical Journal. 

" The story is well worth reading on its own account. The plot is naturafand inte- 
resting, the characters well conceived and distinctly drawn, and the style of writing 
easy, pleasant, and readable throughout"— £conotni5(. 
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GAGE, Hon. Mrs. — New Chronological Tables for 

the Use of Schools. By the Hon. Mrs. ti age. 4to. cloth, S«. M. 

GAEBETT, ArcMeacoiL — Christ on Earthy in Hea- 
ven, and on the Judgment-seat. By the Yen. James Gabbett, M.A. 
Archdeacon of Chichester. 2 vols. 12uio. cloth, 12«. 

"No one can read theM volames without great delight and profit."— Cikr<«Man 
Ob$arver. 

Parochial Sermons. 2 vols. 8vo. cloth. 



each IS«. 



Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King ; being a 

Vindication of the Church of England from Theological Novelties. In 
Eight Lectures, preached before the University of Oxford at Canon 
Bampton's Lecture, 1642. 2 vola. 8vo. cloth, W. 4«. 

The Beatitudes of the Mount. In Seventeen 

Sermons. 12mo. cloth, 7«. 

" There is a depth and a solidity in these disconrBes, which favourably distinguish 
them from so many of the snperfl'cial productions with which the press is teeming. 
The reader cannot but feel that he has something worth thinking of presented to him ; 
and the more he ponden them the greater will be his jfiofLtr— Church of England 
Magazine. 

GELL, Rev. P. — On Sacramental Baptism: What 

says the Liturgy? What is it made to say? What should it say, if 
revised? the rule by which to Judge being. What saith the Scripture? 
An Inquiry. By the Rev. Philip Gell, M.A., laie Rural Dean, and 
Minister of St. John'!>, Derby. 12mo. cloth, 2«. 

GIBBON, E. — The History of the Decline and Fall 

of the Roman Empire. By Edwaud Gibbon, Esq. New Edition. 
8 vols. 8vo. cloth, U. 

GIBSON, Bishop. — Family Devotion ; or, an Ex- 
hortation to Morning and Evening Prayer in Families: with Two 
Forms of Prayer, suited to those two Seasons, and also fitted for the use 
of one Person in Private, &c. By Edmund Gibson, D.D. late Lord 
Bishop of London. (Reprinted fh)m the Eighteenth Edition.) Fcap. 
cloth, %$. 

Gift Poems. By Eos. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 4«. 6rf. 
Gipsies (The). Dedicated, by permission, to James 

Orabb, the Gipsies' Friend. Fcap. cloth, 4«. 6tf. 

GOODE, Rev. P. — The Better Covenant practically 

Considered, from Heb. viii. 6, 10-12; with a Supplement on Philip, ii. 
12, 13, and Notes. By the late Rev. F. (iOode, M.A. bixth Edition. 
To which is added, A Sermon on Jer. xzxi. 81-34. Fcap. cloth, 5«. 
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OOODE, Dean. — Fulfilled Prophecy a Proof of the 

Truth of Revealed Religion ; being the W&rburtoniAn Lectures for 
I8S4-IH58. With an Appendix of Notes, including a full Investiga- 
tion of Daniel's Prophecy of the Seventy Weelcs. By the Very Rev. 
William Goods, D.D. F.8.A. Dean of Ripon. 8vo. cloth, 10«. 

The Nature of Christ's Presence in the 



Eucharist ; or, the True Doctrine of the Real Presence Vindicated ; 
in opposition to the fictitious Real Presence asserted by Archdeacon 
Denison, Mr. (late Archdeacon) Wilberforce, and Dr. Pusey: with 
full proof of the real character of the attempt made by those authors 
to represent their doctrine as that of the Church of England and her 
divines. S vols. 8vo. cloth, 2U. 



A Vindication of the Doctrine of the Church 



of England on the Validity of the Orders of the Scotch and Foreign 
Non-Episcopal Churches. 8to. cloth, hi. 



The Doctrine of the Church of England as 

to the Effects of Baptism in the case of Infants. With an Appendix, 
containing the Baptismal Services of Luther and the Nuremberg and 
Cologne Liturgies. Second Edition. 8to. doth, reduced to 7«. 

The Divine Rule of Faith and Practice. 

Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 3 vols. 8to. 21«. 

The Gospel of Other Days ; or, Thoughts on Old 

and New Testament Scriptures. By the Author of " Seed-Time and 
Haryest." 18mo. doth, 2«. 

" We heartily welcome the little book .... As a soimd and eminently practical 
eompression of a great subject into a very small compass, we can heartily recommend 
i\.r—Biekenteth't Weekly VitUor. 

GBAGLIA, C. — A Pocket Dictionary of the Italian 

and English Languages. By C. Geaolia. Square l8mo. bound. Am. 6d. 

QEANT, HENRY. — Memorabilia Ecclesise : A Se- 
lection of Passages of Interest connected with the History of the 
Christian Church. By Hxmbt Gkant. Vol. I. 8vo. cloth, 9«. 

GBAT, Miss A. T. — The Twin Pupils; or. Educa- 
tion at Home. A Tale addressed to the Toung. By Amm Thohson 
GaAT. Fcap. cloth, 5«. 

" The story is well planned, well varied, and well written"— Spectator, 

" More sound principles and useful practical remarks we have not lately met in any 

work on the much-tieated subject of education. The book is written with liTeliuess as 

well as Rood sense."— Literorv Oazette. 

" A volame ot excellent tendency, which may be put with safety and advantage into 

the hands of well-educated young people."— fivatveticcU Magcutine. 
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GRAY, Mrs. H. — History of Rome for Young 

Persons. By Mrs. Hamilton Grat. With numerous Wood Engravings. 
Second Edition, corrected. 1 vol. 12ino. cloth. 6«. 

"A very ingenious attempt to bring th« recent discoveries of the critical school into 
working competition with the miserable Goldsmiths and Plnnocks of oar youth."— 
ChrUtian Remembrancer. 

" The clear, lively, and pleasing style of narration is admirably calculated to awaken 
and sustain the attention."— .i<A«N<mm. 

Emperors of Rome from Augustus to Con- 

stantine : being a Continuation of the History of Rome. 1 vol. 12mo. 
with Illustrations, 6<. 

" So many applications are made to us for histories suited to a period of life when 
the mind is beginning to developc its power, and to find satisfaction in connecting the 
past with the present and the future in human affairs, that we are induced to recom- 
mend these volumes, which, however widely circulated, have not half the circulation 
which they deserve. They are clearly written. They neither minister to childish im- 
becility, nor take for granted a measure of knowledge which cannot be lawfalljr expected 
of the young. They present the page of history as it really is — not a series of dry 
details, nor of gorgeous spectacles, but with enough of plain fact to instruct the under- 
standing, and of romantic incident to kindle the sympathies and aff'ections." — 
Chrutian Observer. 

" We have no hesitation in saying, that this is one of the best histories of the Boman 
Empire for children and young people which has come under our notice. Mrs. Hamil> 
ton Gray has made herself acquainted with at least some of the more important ancient 
writers on the subject of which she treats, and also with the criticisms of Niebuhr and 
other modem investigators of Boman history."— ^<A«n<rttm. 

" It may be recommended as a clear, rapid, and well-arranged summary of facts, 
pointed by freauent but brief reflections. . . . The book is a very good compendium 
of the Imperial History, primarily designed for children, but useful for all."— Spectator. 

"It would be an erroneous impression to convey of this volume, that it is written 
solely for schools and children. In reality it is an abridgment far more likely to be uf«e- 
fnl to grown-up persons, who can reflect upon the working of general laws, and make 
their own observations upon men and things. A striking characteristic of the book is 
the impartiality of its political tone and its highmoralfeeling."— £xam<n«r. 

The History of Etruria, Part I. Tarchun 

and his Times. From the Foundation of Tarquinia to the Foundation 
of Rome. Part II. From the Foundation of Rome to the General 
Peace of Anno Tarquiniensis, 839, B.C. 348. 2 vols, post 8vo. cloth, 
each 12«. 

" A work which we strongly recommend as certain to afford pleasure and profit to 
erery reader."— .it^iuvum. 

Tour to the Sepulchres of Etruria in 1839. 

Third Edition. With numerous Illustrations, post 8to. cloth, U. \t. 

" Mrs. Gray has won an honourable place in the large assembly of modem female 
writers."— Quorter/j/ Review. 

"We warmly recommend Mrs. Gray's most useful and interesting volume."— 
EdMburgh Reneto. 

GEIPPITH, Rev. T.— The Lord's Prayer: con- 
templated as the Expression of the Primary Elements uf Devoutness. 
Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, 2s. 

The Spiritual Life. Eighth Edition. Fcap. 



cloth, 4«. 
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aBIPFITH, Bev. T.— The Fatherliood of God. By 

the Rer. Thoxab Obipfith, A.M. Prebendary of St. Paul's, and Minister 
of Ram's Episcopal Chapel, Horoerton. Fcap. 8vo. cloth. At, 6<l. 

" This is a thouKbtfdl and valuable book, from an Anthor adTantageoiuly known by 
his former publications. It ia divided into tbree parts : tlie Fatherhood of Ood Aa< 
■erted. the Fatherhood of Ood Vindicated, the Fatherhood of Ood Establiahed. There 
are phenomena which seem to contradict the notion we are justly taught to form of the 
Deity. How are we to understand them ? What are we to infer from them ? Questions 
of this kind have perplexed and distressed m my minds. Mr. Oriffith considers them 
sensibly and scripturally ; and we feel convinced that the study of his work will satisfy 
manj aonbts. We are much pleased with ths chapter on the toleration of Moral Evil. 
There are also some Judicious remarks on prayer, the position it holds in regard to 
Ood's assumed immutability. In short, many of the topics now specially exercising 
men's thoughts are here well treated."— CfcwrcA ofEnfflavd M,agtunine. 

" The Divine Fatherhood is the most soul-invigorating and soul -raising of all truths ; 
whilst practically disregarded by the world, it is often concealed from congregations by 
the cloudy dogmas of the pulpit. We gratefully hail, thprefore, every attempt of the 
pulpit to briuR out this grand truth in bold relief before the consciences of men. This 
is no commonplace production. Many of the thoughts are strikingly original, the 
reasoning is everywhere close and cogent: the illnstratlons are telling; the style is 
pithy and pungent; and the spirit that of a manly and catholic evangelism."— 21kc 
HomOui. 

Sermons preached in St. James's Chapel, 

Ryde. Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, bt. 

Live while you Live. Seventh Edition. 

18mo. cloth, I«. 6</. 

Confirmation, and the Baptismal Vow for 

Catechumens, Communicants, Parents, and Sponsors; with Practical 
Helps for Catechumens. Fifth Edition. Fcap. cloth, S«. 

Confiimation : its Object, Importance, and 

Benefit; with Practical Helps for those about to be Confirmed. 
Ninth Edition. Price id. or Zt. 6d, per doz. 

GBIIKESTON, Hon, Miss. — Arrangement of the Com- 
mon Prayer-Book and Lessons. Dedicated, by Permission, to Her 
Mi^esty. 

The peculiar advantage of this arrangement consists in having the entire 
Morning and Evening Services printed in a clear type, in two portable 
volumes, one for the Morning and the other for the Evening. 

The large riM, 12mo. morocco, plain 

Ditto „ best 

Ditto „ extra gilt 

Ditto „ ditto 

The small size, royal 32mo. morocco, plain 

Ditto „ best 

Ditto „ extra gilt 

GBOYES, Rev. W. K. — Lines to a Socinian Friend ; 

or, the Deity of the Lord Jef^us Christ Demonstrated by His Life. Also 
THE SACIIED HISTORY OF RUTH, in Spenserian Stanzas. By 
the Rev. W. Ktnastom Gaovss, A.M. senior Chaplain, Boalogne-sur- 
Mer. Fcap. cloth, &t. 
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HANKINSON, Rev. T. E. — Poems. By Thomas 

Edwabbs Hankimbon, M.A. late of Corpus Christ! College, Cambridge, 
Btid Minister of St. Matthew's Chapel, Denmark Hill. Edited by hit 
Brothers. Fifth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 7«. 



Sermons. 8vo. cloth, IO5. 6A 



HARE, Rev. A. W. — Sermons to a Country Con- 
gregation. By AnousTus William Habb, A.M. late Fellow of New 
College, and Rector of Alton Barnes. Eighth Edition. 2 vols. 12mo. 
cloth, 14«. 

" They are, in truth, as appears to us, eompositioiii of vMy rare merit, afid realise a 
notion we have always enlertained, that a sermon for our rural coagregations there 
somewhere was, if it could be hit ofT, which in language should be familiar without being 
plain, and in matter solid without being abstruse. -^^uorfarJy RevUw. 

HASTINGS, Bev. H. J. — Parochial Sermons, from 

Trinity to Adrent. By Hbnbt JAiCEfl Hastings, M.A. Honorary Canon 
of Worcester, Rural Dean, Rector of Martley, Worcestershire. 8vo. 
cloth, 12«. 

HATCHARD, Rev. T. G. — The Floweret Gathered; 

a Brief Memoir of a Departed Daughter. By T. Qoov^iv Hatcbabd, 
M.A. Rural Dean, Rector of St. Nicholas, Guildford. Third Thousand. 
Square 16mo. 1<. 

"This is an account of one of the lambs of Christ's fold, who exhibited the truest 
simplicity and natural character of a child, united to unwavering trust in and love to 
that SaylouT, who toolc her early to himself, tt is calculated botn to interest, and, we 
trust, greatly to profit, our young friends, as apattem of early piety."— CkuroA of England 
Sundaytchool Monthly Mageuinefor Teacheit. 

" No one can rise from the perusal of this little volume without feeling deeply inter- 
ested in the lovely character of the dear AMie"—JetDUh Intelligence. 

" This is a touching little narrative for tlie young. Few will read it without a ftiU 
heart, and the shedding of a tear of sweet sympathy with ' The Floweret Oathered."*— 
GMldren'M Jetrtth Advocate. 

Thanksglvmg ; or. The Wave-Offering and 

the Heave-Offering. A Harvest Sermon preached in Havant Church 
on Sunday, August 20, 1854. 8vo. price 6d. 

The , German Tree j or, a Moral for the 

Young. Price 1«. 

Feed My Lambs : a Lecture for Children in 

Words of One Syllable ; to which it added a Hymn. Seventh Thousand . 
32mo. 3d. ; or 2a, 6d. per dosen. 

Food for my Flock : being Sermons delivered 

in the Parish Church of Havant, Hants. Fcap. doth, b$. 6d. 

" These Sermons are marked by unaffected piety, great clearness of exposition, and a 
direct plainness of style and purpose which render them pre-eminent^ practical."— 
Britannia. 

" A set of plain, spirited discourses, which are not unlikely to disturb the repose of 
the drowsy, and to send home simple truths to the hearts tiMt heed them. The Sermons 
are, besides, scriptural in their doctrinal views, charitalile in temper, unpolemici^ 
rather asserting the truth than contending for it."— GTIristfon Oluerver, 
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HEADLAND and SWETE.— St. Paul's Epistles to 

the Thefsalonians. With an Introduction, Notes, Practical Thoughts, 
and Prayers, for Private and Family Use. By Edwabd Headland, 
M. A., Rector of Broadwey, Dorset, late Fellow of Caius College, Cam- 
bridge; and Hembt Babclat Swete, M.A., Fellow of Caius College, 
and Curate of Blagdon, Somerset. Crown 8yo. cloth, 4«. 

" This work is admirably adapted to answer the puipose for which it has been pre- 
pared and published ; viz. ttiat of supplying the wants of intelligent and inquiring 
readers of we Holy Scriptnres with the means of becoming acquainted with the best 
results of modem Biblical research, who have not the learning requisite for seeking 
them in the critical and elaborate works which have been put forth of late."— CJerical 
Journal. 

" This will be found a valuable little book, illustrating the Epistles in question rather 
with a devotional than a critical purpose."— Jofcn Bull. 

" We can bear testimony to the scriptural orthodoxy, evangelical spirit, accurate 
scholarship, and lucid style which characterise it throughout. The notes are brief, but 
to the point, and omit no topic of interest or importance, and are interspersed with 
apposite sayings from commentators, ancient and modem, which often contain a world 
of truth. The Practiced Thoughts' bring the truth of each chapter to bear on the heart 
and the conscience in a plain and instructive way, which renders the book very useful 
for reading at family worship ; and a carefully- written Appendix presents the reader 
with a digest and criticism ofthe various interpretations which have been put forth on 
the Man of sin of the second chapter."— iiecoro. 

^ Ae same Editors.' 

The Epistle to the Galatians. With an Introduc- 
tion, Explanatory Notes, Practical Thoughts, and Prayers, for Private 
and Family Use. Crown 8vo. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

" The whole of this work is worthy of great praise, especially the practical notes, 
which are minute, careful, easily understood, and so comprehensive as to be useful to 
the theological student and to the general reader."— CAurc/i and'State lievitw. 

N.B.— The above Three Epistles are published in one volume, price 6«. 

HEARD, Rev. J. B. — New Wine in Old Bottles. 

By the Rev. J. B. Heabd, M.A., Incumbent of Percy Chapel, London. 
Vcap. 8vo. cloth, 3«. 6(/. 

" The contents of this volume embrace the topics handled in ' Essays and Reviews,' 
and expose in many respects very wfell the errors of that notorious volume. If we do 
not agree with all Mr. Hoard's positions, we certainly think that his book deserves care- 
ful perusal, and that the train of thought he has suggested may be usefully carried out." 
— Church of England Magazine. 

HILLER, Rev. 0. P. — Pocahontas; or, the Founding 

of Virginia. A Poem in Three Cantos. By the Rev. <>. Frescott 
HiLLBE, Author of " The Pleasures of Religion." Fcap. cloth, 2«. 6d. 

Hints on Early Education and Nursery Discipline. 

Seventeenth Edition. 12mo. cloth, 3«. 

Hints for Reflection. Compiled from various Au- 
thors. Third Edition. 32mo. cloth limp, 9d. 
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HEY, Mrs. — The Holy Places; a series of Sonnets, 

and other Poems. By Rkbecoa Hbt, Author of "The Moral of 
Flowers," "The Spirit of the Woods/' "Recollections of the Lakes," 
&c. &c. Fcap. cloth, 6«. 

" ' The Holy Places and other Poems ' are of no common oider ; the thoughts being 
finely conceived, and the expression very perfect. The Sonnets deserve to be generally 
known."— Clerical Journal. 

" Chaste, sweet, and musical are these poems. There is a spirit of natural poetry in 
every throb of her muse, and one can hardly rise from a perusal of this little volume 
without having imbibed pleasure and instruction."— Critic. 

" There is vigour and freshness about these poems, combined with much real earnest- 
ness of purpose."— BeU'f Meuengcr. 

" These poems are conceived in an eminently pious spirit^ and mavked by a very fair 
amount of literary ability. The proceeds of the work are to be devoted to the aid of the 

Special Missions in Indfa."— The Star. 

» 

HODGSON, Rev. C— Family Prayers for One Month. 

By various Clergymen. Arranged and Edited by the Rev. Chablzs 
HoDosoN, M.A. Rector of Barton-le-Street, Yorkshire. Abridged 
Edition. To which have been added. Prayers for Particular Seasons. 
Amongst the Contributors are His Grace the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the late Rev. Chancellor Raikes, the Yen. Archdeacon Sandford, 
the late Rev. J. Haldane Stewart, Rev. Charles Bridges, Rev. C. A. 
Thurlow, the late Rev. E. Bickersteth, &o. &c. Fcap. cloth, 3*. 6tf. 

HUME and SMOLLETT.— The History of England, 

from the Tnvasion of Julius Csesar to the Death of George the Second. 
By D. MuME and T. Smollett. 10 vols. 8vo. cloth, 4/. 

The Interrogator; or. Universal Ancient History, 

in Ctuestions and Answers. By A Ladt. I2mo. roan, 6«. 

Intervals of Rest and Refreshment during the Heat 

and Burden of the Day. By A Labodkkb in the Vinstard. With a 
Preface by the Right Rev. the LoaD Bishop of Ripon. Fcap. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

" This book will have a special charm for those who, like the writer, hare been in 
the habit of visiting the poor, or in any way engaged in any active Christian work ; tiiere 
is a depth of sincerity pervading all the poems, and charming ideas, which indicate 
that the writer felt whut she wrote."— Afomin^ Post. 

JACKSON, Rev. P. — Sermons. By the Rev. Fre- 

Dsaio Jackson, Incumbent of Parson Drove, Isle of Ely. S vols. fcap. 
cloth, each 6«. 

" Discoorses addressed to a village congregation. The chief aim of the preacher has 
been to enforce practical conclusions for the guidance of Uie humblest, tram some of the 
most striking events or sentiments of Scripture. The style is plain and forcible."— 
Spectaior. 

JEWSBURT, Miss M. J.— Letters to the Young. 

By Mabia Jams Jbwbbdrt. Fifth Edition. Fcap. cloth, S«. 

JONES, Archdeacon. — Hints on Preaching, designed 

for the use of the younger Clergy, and of Candidates for Holy Orders. 
By J. Jones, M.A. Archdeacon of Liverpool. Foap. cloth, 2<. 
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KEBBISON, Lady C. — Plans and Estimates for 

Labourers' Cottages. Second Edition, 4to. cloth, 3«. 6<<. 

" There is here snfficlent material given for an estimate of cost, and in the simple 
elegance of the designs and well-packed arrangement of the accommodation which they 
give, is evidence of the thorough fitness of the authoress for the benevolent work she has 
undertaken. Nothing can be more simple or in better taste than the stvle of the buildings 
here recommended ; and an examination of the designs will show that Liady Kerrison 
has here made a very useful contribution to the efforts now beii^ made to improve the 
condition of the labourer."— Gardeners' Chronicle* 

LANQLEY, Rev. J. — The Retributive Justice of 

God. By the Rev. John La-nolet, M.A. Rector of St. Leonard's and 
St. Mary's, Wallingford. Fcap. 8to. cloth. 3«. 

Life Lost or Saved. Words of Affectionate Counsel, 

especially addressed to Young Persons in the Higher Classes of Society. 
** What shall a man give in exchange for his soul ? *' Fcap. cloth, 5s. 

'"8. D.,' a thoughtful and intelligent lady, has ventured, with the help of a few 
friends, to publish this delightfully refreshing series of earnest, warm-hearted, religious 
discourses on the vital importance of personal religion."— Public Opinion. 

" This is a volume of earnest exhortation on matters of practical religion, written in 
forcible and graceful language."— CAurc/iman. 

" The writer manifests much fervour of Christiaa feeling, and sound knowledge of 
the essentials of religion." — Nonconformist. 

Light in the Dwelling ; or, a Harmony of the Four 

Gospels, with very Short and Simple Remarks , adapted to Reading at 
Family Prayers, and arranged in 865 sections, for every day of the year. 
By the Author of " The Peep of Day," " Line upon Line," &c. Revised 
and Corrected by a Clergyman of the Church of England. Twenty- 
first Thousand. Post 8vo. cloth, 8«. ; or in 8vo. large type, 10«. 

Line upon Line ; or, a Second Series of the Earliest 

Religious Instruction the Infant Mind is capable of receiving ; with 
Verses illustrative of the Subjects. By the Author of " The Peep of 
Day," &c. Part I. One Hundred and Thirteenth Thousand. Part II. 
Ninety-fourth Thousand. iSmo. cloth, each 2«. ftd. 

A Cheaper Edition of Fart I. is in the Press. 

Lines left Out ; or, Some of the Histories left out 

in " Line upon Line." This First Part relates events in the Times of the 
Patriarchs and the Judges. ** The time wottld fail me to tell qf Gedeon, 
and qf Baraks and qf Samson, and qf Jephtfue.** — Heb. xi. 32. By the 
Author of the "Pe^ofDay." Tenth Thousand. 18mo. cloth, with 
28 illustrations, 3s. 

LUTHER, MARTIN.— The Prefaces to the Early 

Editions of Martin Luther's Bible. Edited by T. A. Rbadwin, 
F.O.S. &c. 8vo. cloth, 'ii. 6<2. 

M'NEILE, Rev. Dr. — Lectures on the Sympathies, 

Sufferings^ and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, delivered in 
Liverpool during Passion Week and Easter Day. By Hugh M'Neile, 
D.D., Hon. Canon of Chester, and Incumbent of St. Paul's Church, 
Prince's Park, Liverpool. Third Edition. 12mo. cloth, 4s. 6d. 

The Marathon and the Mediterranean. The Nar- 
rative of a Coasting Voyage. 1 2mo. cloth, b$. 



Hatckard and Co. 187 Piccadilly, 



17 



HAEBIOTT, Bev. H. — Sermons on the Character 

and Duties of Women. By the Rev. Habtkt Ma&biott, Yioar of 
Loddiswell, and Chaplain to the Bight Honoorable Lord Kenyon. ISmo. 
doth, St. Bd. 

Four Courses of Practical Sermons. 8va 

eaeh 10*. Bd. 

MAESDEN, Rev. J. B.— The History of the Early 

Puritans; from the Reformation to the Opening of the Civil War in 
1642. By J. B. Mabsdbm, M.A. Second Edition. 8to. cloth, 10«. 6d. 

The History of the later Puritans; from the 

Opening of the Civil War in 1642, to the E;jeetion of the Non-oonfoiming 
Clergy in 1662. Second Edition. 8vo. dcih, lOt . 6<f. 

Sermons. Second Edition. 12mo. cloth, 65. 



— The Churchmanship of the New Testament 

An Inquiry, Historical and Theological, into the Origin and Progress 
of certain Opinions whioh now agitate the Church of Christ. Post 8vo. 
cloth, 6c. 

— Discourses for the Festivals of the Church 

of England: ccmtsining a Discourse for every Festival for which a 
Collect and Epistle are appointed in the Prayer* Book. With Notes. 
8vo. cloth. 12«. 

— Sermons from the Old Testament 12mo. 



cloth,6«. 

KASSHALL, lliss. — Extracts from tlie Religious 

Works of Fenelon, Archbishop of Cambraj. Translated from the 
Original French by Bfiss Mauhall. Eleventh Edition, with a Por- 
tndt. Fcap. cloth, 5«. 

HEEE5 Rev. B. — The Mutual Recognition and Ex- 
alted Feliei^ of Glorified Saints. By the Rev. Robs&t Mebk, M.A. 
Rector of St. Michael, Sutton Bonnington, Notts. Sixth Edition. Fcap. 
cloth, 3t. dd, 

METHTJEN, Bev. T. P. — An Alphabetical Psalm 

of Christian Life By Thomas Plumpt&b Methcbn, M. A., Trin. Coll. 
Camb., Clerk in Holy Orders. Square 16mo. cloth, 2». 

Mid-Day Thoughts for the Weary. Third Edition. 

32mo. cloth, U. 6d. 

The Montgomerys and their Friends. A Tale. 

Small post 8vo. cloth, 6t. 

" The pnrpoBe of this book seems to be to prove, by sa seeomit of peaeeM deaths, the 
power of vluU evanoelical religion."— Ptvm. 

" A natural and thorough^ pleaBsnt picture of the life of English sehool-girla. ' The 
Mcmtgomezys and their Fnends ' deserves a high plaoe among books for yonng people."— 
AOieniBUin. 

" We have sdd<nn laid down a work of fiction with a more lEavovirable appreeiatioB of 
its merit than in the case of this pleasant Tolmne."- fiV. Jeanes'M Chronicle. 

" A tme English stovy of English life, tnthfolly seasoned with pleasant passages and 
quaint little adventures, while its mam flow rolls smoothly ana deeply on."— Jtfoniifv 
AdoertUer, 

a2 
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MOON. a. W.— The Dean's English. A Criticism 

on the Dho of CtnUrbur^'g Biufa on tbe ttneen'i Engllih. Bj 
ai' y*'^'"'™'' Moon, Ftlloat of lb« Rojtl Sudety of Lltentnn. 

■' ImiiniHliillBg Uiil wMta Ibe uiio 'imd'atook la InMrnEl Obat, he mi hlnHlf 
•rat • «iu™ In maUfn orgnnu™,'— 3»r fUMmrfit HerfM. 
WMt bojDfl UoRht"— I?i« Aa^ord. ' ' 

pnri^fo thlieitamrcDf UuD«tnBEiig]i>tt — 21? CJ»fcftni(i.i. 
juJlrSm *ll«illM of »U ■tndeiili of onr loflgDe I*« Snirffi^ JtBinwi of 

■ ^11 I I \ I [iL.'*'poeii7.'"""By 



L G Wa in\(,TOS MooNj 






Ur. Uoon hu mccfeded tn HdvHDduB manj princlplpi ejid tnwHtiani 



IS Hid JolbiDi 

., c/BwiiBullf*. 

It Mil )ia?s latinod dul to iHm.wUf^ndlU iuki 
"— BrIlUn QiutVrlr Halai. 

Id lunol be le^ ntb^t r^llL-— Curl^'£^nal, '' 



HaUhard and Co. 187 HecadiUy. 



Near Home ; or, the Countries of Europe described 

to Cblldnn, »IUi AoeedotM. Sj Die Autbor ot " Pwp al iny," 
-Llgbt In thi DwaUlsj,- fto. lUiinnUd with nunwrMU Wood Br 
inniDBi. FortHlftliTh ' ~ .... 



HESBITT, EHILT G. — Stories about St. Paul. 

Bt EHtuG Nbbtt Aulhor oT Mubidb • Nair B b « StorlM, Ac" 



inlon S ri Bbo S F w<U Hi Uma Umt '"a mclMd 



Little Archie's Catechism. Square 16mo. 

cloth, It. Ed. 

mmraHAM, W.— A Tribute of Sympathy Ad- 

dreaad to Uonman. Kj W. NrwuBUt, Etq. EleTentli Edlllon. 

Fclip. clDth. it. 

ContenU:—]. In^genw ot Grief.— 3. UodoraUon of Oiiaf.— B. Ei. 
Oes^ve Sormw. — 4. AdvuiUget of Sontnr. — D. aolf'QXAminUloD.^fl. Be- 
tfgiuthja..— f. Bourcoi of ConsoUtloD. 

Sunday -Evening Letters: a Correspondence 



fight of Toil; or, a Familiar Account of the 

Xtbonn or tbe Flnt HMonarlag <n Ih« Sooth Su liluidi. B7 tha 
Aolhor of " Tba FMp of Diqi," " Neu Homo," be. riftk Edition. 
FCJ^. cloth, 4f . 
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imn), Bev. W. — Lecture- Sermons, preached in 

* Coantry Pariah Church. By Wiluak Niin>, M.A. late FeUow of 
St. Peter's College, Cambridge, and VIear of Chetzy Hinton. Seoood 
Series. 12mo. doth, 6«. 



" Sermons di«tlngnlth«d by breTlty, oood aeiiM, and a pUbuien of maimer and ei^o- 
sitlon which well adapt them for famLqr perusal, espeelally as their s^le is neat and 
simple, not bare."— Ajptfetator. 

" The many who have read the first vohmie of these aermoBS will weioome, no doubt 
with Joy, the appearance of the second. They are readable and preaehaUe ; and those 
of the second volume are even plainer and simpler than theix pzedeoesson. We reeom- 
mend both volnmes moat heaztuy.'**~Ai0Utk Anrigw. 

NIVEK, Eev. W. — The Victory over Death: a 

Practical Exposition of the Fifteenth Chapter of St. Paul's First 
Epistle to the Corinthians. By the Rer. Williak Nivbh, B.D., 
Incumbent of St. SmIout's, Chelsea. Second EdltLm. Fci^p. 8ro. 
cloth, 2«. 6(1. 

** If r. Niven has done ample Justice to this beantlfU ehapter. He has jnme tho- 
rouffhly into the literature of the subject ; has fairly granpled with all the ufficulties 
uf the passaoe as they arise : has given his solutlcm of them in a clear and eonylndng 
manner ; ana has so conducted the whole argument, that while it is all along exposT 
iory it is alao, and pairi poim, eminently pxaetleaL"— BrMaft and Foreign Ev<mgeUeal 
Stvitio* 

" It la replete with rery pieeloQa leasons tooehing the great aubjeet of wUeh it 
treats. Let this book be thoroughly worked into the head, and into the heart, and 
death will have no terrors. Tt exhibits the SaTiom'B work in rsfesenee to mortality 
and immortality, with great beauty and feeling.**— .BrMik Standard. 

" A plain, simple, and praetieal exposition of one of the most cheering and con- 
solatory portions of Holy writ that was ever given to the Christian Church, combined 
with an eamestnebs of purpose which does infinite credit to the clergyman who has 
prepared ilW—Belfi Weekly Meetenger, 

" We think this an admirable specimen of thorouflhly Evangelical Pulpit teaching : 
and it is our earnest prayer that, from all the pulpits of our land, matter so good 
touching the King may be heard from Sabbath to fiabbath. We heartily commend 
this volume to our nuiea."— Weekly Review. 

" We have nmch pleasure in commending this little work to the pnblio, for we 
believe it will cany comfort into many a bereaved and mourning home, and prove 
.useftd in throwing much light on the great subject with ^riiich it deals."— Aeeord. 

" We think this a valuable little book. We are much interested with the ehapter on 
' the resurrection body ;' and we willingly recommend the volume for ita devout tone 
and weighty practical lessons."— CJtorvA of England Magaeiate. 

'^e give this volume our heartiest commendation. It is suitable either tax fiami^ 
reading, tat the study, or to the cloaet."-^EngUeh Preebytertan Eeviev. 

" We can only hope that Mr. Niven's book will afTord the comfort to many a somm- 
Ing mourner which it Is so ftdly calculated to gire."— CikrMtot Advoeatem 

Thoughts on the Kingdom of Grod. Third 

Edition. Fcap. 8to. doth, 2s. 6d. 

** We can safely say that this little volume contains as safe an exposition and treat- 
ment of the pre-millenarian system as we know ; and its style is cuaste, olaesic, and 
tcee ttom all tawdry omament."— BrttM and Foreign Evangaieal Bedev. 

" Ifr. Niven writes on a difficult subject with moderation and ability, and shows that 
the subject of the Uedeemer's kingdom may be so studied as to be practical sad profit- 
able to the simple Christian."- C^rMtoi Observer. 

NUGENT'S Pocket Dictionary of the French and 

English Languages. The Thirtieth E dUtion, rerised by J. C. Tabyzb, 
French Master, EUax, 8to. Square 18mo. bound, U. 6d, 
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KOBTHESK, CoimteBS of. — The Sheltering Vine. 

Selections by the Codntbbs of Nortbssk. With an Introduction by 
the Mo0t Rev. R. 0. Tumcb« D.D., Archbiahop of Dublin. Eighth 
Thousand. S vols, small 8to. cloth, 10«. 6d. 

The object of this Work is to afford consolation under the Tarious 
triids of mind and body to which all are exposed, by a Selection of Texts 
and Passages from Holy Scripture, and Extracts from Old and Modern 
Authors, in Prose and Poetry, with a Selection of Prayers adapted to 
the same. 

A Selection of Prayers and Hymns, for the 

Use of her Children. In Two Parts, 12mo. sewed, U.; cloth, 2«. 

OASLEY, Rev. C. E.— The English Bible, and its 

History. A Lecture delivered in the School-room at Tortworth Court, 
Gloucestershire, January 23, 1864. By the Rev. C. £. Oaklbt, B.A. 
Rector of at. Paul's, Corent Garden, London, and Domestic Chaplain 
to the Earl of Ducie. Fcap. cloth, U. 6d. 

OXENDEN, Rev. A. — Sermons on the Christian Life. 

By the Rev. Ashton Oxbmdem, Rector of Pluckley, Kent. Ninth Thou- 
sand. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, %s. * 

God's Message to the Poor: being Eleven 

Plain Sermons. Fourteenth Thousand. 18mo. cloth, U. 6d. 

Prayers for Private Use. Ninth Thousand. 

18mo. cloth, U. 

Baptism simply Explained. Sixth Thousand. 

18mo. cloth, U. 



The Lord^s Supper simply Explained. Nine- 



teenth Thousand, 18mo. cloth, U. 



Fervent Prayer. Nineteenth Thousand. 



18mo. cloth, U. 



A Plain History of the Christian Church. 



Fifth Thousand. 18mo. cloth, 1«. 

The Story of Ruth. Fourth Thousand. 18mo. 

doth, U. 6d. 

OXFORD, Bishop of. — Four Sermons, preached 

before Her Most Gracious MiO^sty Queen VictoHa in 1841 and 1842. 
By Samuel, Lord Bishop of Oxford, Chancellor of the Most Noble Order 
of the Garter, Lord High Aimoner to the Queen. Published by Com- 
mand. Third Edition. Fcap. 8to. cloth, i$. 
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FABBT, Sir W. E. — Thoughts on the Parental 

Character of God. By Rear- Admiral Sir Wii.liam Edward Pakbt, R.N. 
late Lieut.-6ovemor of Greenwich Hospital. Fifth Edition. 18mo. 
cloth, U. 6<<. 

Passion Flowers: Meditations in Verse. Fcap. 

8vo. cloth. 3«. 

FEABS, Rev. S. A. — Over the Sea; or. Letters 

firom an Officer in India to his Children at Home. Edited by the Rer. 
8. A. Peau, D.D. Fcap. cloth, with Uluatrations. 4j. 6d. 

"These letters from ' Orer the Sea' contain Just the kind of information that one 
wishes to have about the conntxy and the people of India, and the mode of life of the 
English in the East The descnption of scenery and sketches of native character and 
castoms are graphic and entertaining, and the pictures are all the more vivid from the 
style being such as was deemed most adapted for youthful readers."— Z<iterary Qfuetle. 

"... their tone is so manly, sensible, and aiTectionate, with a pervading element of 
nnobtrusive religious principle, that it is impossible to read them without a feeting of 
regard for the anonymous writer, and interest in his youthfial correspondents."— 
(huxriiani. 

" These letters possess two valuable qualities— reality and simplicity."— iSecord. 

Short Sermons on the Elements of Christian 

Truth. Preached in the Chapel of Repton School at the Time of 
Confirmation. By the Rev. S. A. Peaxs, D.D. Head Master. Fcap. 
cloth, 2«. 6d. 

" While intended for young persons, these discourses may be read with advantage by 
more advanced Christians, as affording some defence against some of the errors of the 
day." — Clerical Journal. 

" Are chiefly worth noticing for the preface about 'Essays and Reviews,' prefixed to 
the volume. It contains a great deal of good sense, and of sound and thoughtful remark, 
well expressed ; and it deals with the case on its true footing, by treating the imperfect 
scepticism of the advanced portion of the Essayists as merely a gateway to the more 
logical and consistent infidelity of the ' Westminster Beview.' "— Guardian. 



Three Lectures on Education. 18 mo. cloth, I*. 



" The position occupied by Dr. Pears ought to give authority to his remarks on 
Education, and all that is contained in this little book is characterised by practical 
wisdom."— Clerical Journal . 

" We recommend this little book to the notice of every teacher and head of a family.** 
—Tht Beacon. 

PEARSON, Rev. J. N.— Sunday Readings for the 

Family and the Closet. By the Rev. J. Nobman Peabson, M.A. 
12mo. cloth. Is. 

" Sound and practicaL"— HriNfft MagoHne. 

" A most valuable work."— CiiurcA of England Magatine. 

The Days in Paradise, in Six Lectures. 



12mo. cloth, 3<. 
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Two Hundred and Twentieth Thousand, Illustrated, 

Peep of Day ; or, a Series of the Earliest Religious 

Instruction the Infant Mind is capable of receiving. With Verses 
illustrative of the Subjects. Revised and Corrected. 18mo. cloth^2«. 

Cheap Edition, limp cloth, 1«. 2c?. 

By the tame Author. 

Line upon Line ; or, a Second Series of the Earliest 

Religious Instruction the Infant Mind is capable of receiving. Fart I., 
18mo. 28, &/. 13th Thousand. Illustrated. 

Part IL 18mo. is, M, 98th Thousand. 

Illustrated. 

III. 

Lines Left Out; or, some of the Histories left out 

in " Line upon Line." This First Part relates Events in the Times of 
the Patriarchs and the Judges. " The time would fail me to tell of 
Godeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthss."— Heb. xi. 32. 
18mo. 3«. iOth Thousand. Illustrated. 

IV. 

More about Jesus: a Sequel to "Peep of Day." 

18mo. 2«. 6d. 21st Thousand. Illustrated. 

V. 

Streaks of Light; or, Fifty-two Facts from the 

Bible for the Fift>-two Sundays of the Tear. 18mo. 3«. 10th Thou- 
sand. Illustrated. 

VI. 

Reading without Tears; or, a Pleasant Mode of 

Learning to Road. Square cloth, 2«. 15th Thousand. Illustrated. 

[Part II. in the press. 

VII. 

Near Home ; or, the Countries of Europe described 

to Children. With Anecdotes. Fcap. cloth, 5«. 45th Thousand. 
Illustrated. 

VIII. 

Far Off, Part L ; or, Asia Described. With Anec- 
dotes. Fcap. cloth, 4«. %d, 28th Thousand. Illustrated. 

IX. 

Part II. ; or, Australia, Africa, and America 

Descril>ed. With Anecdotes. Fcap. cloth, 4«. 6c{. 19th Thousand. 
Illustrated. 

X. 

Light in the Dwelling; or, a Harmony of the Four 

Gospels. With very Short and Simple Remarlcs, adapted to Reading 
at Family Prayers, and arranged in 365 Sections 'for every Day in the 
Year. 2l8t Thousand, thicic crown 8vo., cloth, price 8«.; and in 8vo., 
large type, price 10<. 



24 



fVorks Published by 



By ike §ame Autkor. 

XI. 

Tli^ Night of Toil ; or, a Familiar Account of the 

Labours of the Firsl Miatioiiaries in the Sonth Sea Islands. Fifth 
Edition. Fcap. oloth, AM. 

xn. 

Teaching Myself; or, an Abridgment of " Reading 

without Tears." For the Cottager in his own Home. 7th Thousand. 
Square 16mo. paper oorer, Ad, 

xiik 

The Angel's Message ; or, the Saviour made known 

to the Cottager. 10th Thousand. Square 16mo. paper cover. Ad. 

XIY. 

Tracts for Children ; or, Fifty-two Scripture Facts 

in Simple Language. In a packet of 52 Tracts; or bound together in i 
cloth. Uth Thousand. 2<. 

Pinacea). A Handbook of the Firfe and Pines. 

By Senilis. 8vo. cloth, lOr. M» 

POWER, Mrs. — Tales illustrative of the Beati- 
tudes. By Mrs. Habeut Powbb, Author of " Beatrice Langton/' &c. 
Crown 8yo. cloth, 6f . 

" Mra. HaiTiet Power is an old-establiBhed favourite. On this occasion she baa written 
eight stories to illustrate the Beatitudes contained in the introdnctorv verses of the por- 
tion of Scripture known as the Sermon on the Mount. They are full of incident, aomi- 
rably illustrate human character, and enforce the blessedness of the peculiar graces of 
meekness, purity, peacemaking, humility, mercy, and forgiveness, which it is their 
purnose to enforce?' — PreM. 

" In this well-bound and admirably printed volume we have eight tales of a religions 
character, likely to increase the love of the young for religion, and to lead those of 
mature years to serviceable reflections. As aids to serious thought, and as a choice 
contribution to religious literature, we can cordially commend this work."— Pu6{w; 
Opinion. 

" In her choice of characters, Mrs. Power has been remarkably felicitous."— 5f. Jame^s 
Chronicle. 

FILA.TT, Archdeacon. — Scripture and Science not 

at Variance: with Remarks on the Historical Character, Plenary 
Inspiration, and Surpassing Importance, of the Earlier Chaptei*s of 
Genesis. By John H. Fbatt, M.A., Archdeacon of Calcutta; Author 
of the " Mathematical Principles of Mechanical Philosophy." Fifth 
Editiok, with new matter on the Interpretation of Genesis i., the 
Uniformity of Nature and Miracles, the Antiquity of Man, Dr. Colenso 
and the Pentateuch, and other kindred topics. Feap. 8vo. doth, 3t. 6tf. 

" This instructive essay ... is admirably adapted for the designed end. The style is 
Incid and vigorous : the argument solid and oonvucing."— Bscorif. 

" A very seasonable work."— Church of England MagaHne. 

" Written with elegance, talent, and, still better, with a competent knowledge of the 
subject, and excellent Judgment"— JEJcI«c<(o BevietD. 
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FBATEBS, Family and Private. 

Prayers for Private Use. By the Rev. Ashton 

OxENDEir, Rector of Pluckley, Kent. Fifteenth Thousand. ISmo. 
cloth, la. 

A Form of Prayers, Selected and Composed for 

the Use of a Family principally consisting of Toung Persons. 
Fifteenth Edition. 12mo. cloth, 2». 6d. 

A Manual of Family and Occasional Prayers. 

By the Rev. William Sinclair, M. A. ISmo. cloth, I«. 6d. 

A Selection of Prayers and Hymns for the 

Use of her Children. By the OonNTJBsa of Nurthibk.. In Two 
Farts, 12mo. 2a. cloth; or \a. sewed. 

Family Prayers. By the late Henry Thorn- 
ton, Esq. M.P. Forty-third Edition. 12mo. cloth, 3«. 

Family Prayers for One Month. By various 

Clergymen. Arranged and Edited by the Rev. Charles Hodgson, 
M.A. Rector of Barton-le>Street, Yorkshire. Abridged Edition. 
To which have been added, Prayers for Particular Seasona. Fcap. 
cloth, 3<. 6d. 

Seventy Prayers on Scriptural Subjects : being 

a Selection of Scripture Daily Readings for a Year ; with Family 
Prayers for a Month. By Clergymen of the Church of England. 
Fifth Ten Thousand. 12mo. cloth, 2a. 

A Manual of Plain, Short, and Intelligible 

Family Prayers, for the largest or smallest Household^ Schools, 
and other Domestic Congregations. By the Rev. George Mus- 
OBAVB, M.A., B.N.C., Oxon. Fcap. 8vo. cloth. Is. 

Family Prayers. By the late W. Wilberforce, 

Esq. Edited by his Son. Eleventh Edition. Fcap. 8vo. sewed, I». 6d. 

Family Prayers for Every Day of the Week. 

Selected from various portions of the Holy Bible, with References. 
Third Edition. 12mo. boards, 2s. 6d. 

Family Prayers for Every Day in the Week. 

By Clbsicus. 18mo. cloth, U. 

Prayers and Offices of Devotion for Families 

and for Particular Persons, upon most occasions. By Benjamin 
Jenks. Altered and Improved by the Rev. Charles Simeon. 12mo. 
roan. As. 6d.; o^ ISmo. 3«. 

A Course of Morning and Evening Prayers, for 

the Use of the Families of the Poor. I2mo. sewed, 6d. ; or 6s. per 
dozen. 
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FBATERS, Family and Private. 

A Few Plain Short Prayers, intended to be 

sent with each set of Baby Linen lent to Poor Women. 24mo. 
sewed, 3<2. ; or 2«. 6d. per dozen. 

A Companion to the Altar, with Occasional 

Prayers. By Gxobqk A. E. Marsh, A.Iii. Rector of Bangor, 
Flintshire. Third Edition. Boards. U. 6(1. 

Newly- Arranged Manual for Communicants at 

the Lord's Supper, including the Service for the Holy Communion. 
24mo. bound, 3«. 

BAIKES, Rev. H. — Sermons and Essays. By the 

Rev. Hbnkt Raikes, late Chancellor of the Diocese of Chester. 8vo. 

cloth, 9«. 

" It is needless to say that everything in the volume bears the impress of the 
author's mind and character. Sound evangelical doctrine is exhibited in elegant 
language, and iUustorated from the resoiuces of a cultivated understanding and a 
refined taste ; while the whole is pervaded with Christian toleration and sound good 
sense."— JBoafH;e2u;a2 ChrUiendjom. 

BAWNSLET, Rev. R. D. B. — A Course of Sermons 

for the Sundays and other Chief Days of the Christian Year : to which 
are added a few on Special Subjects. By R. Dbumhond B. Rawnsley, 
M.A. late Fellow of Magdalen College, and Rector of Halton Holgate, 
Spilsby, Lincolnshire. Crown 8vo. cloth, 9«. 

" We have had heretofore occasion favourably to notice prodnctious from Mr. Rawns* 
ley's pen. We are glad to say that we find much to commend in the present volume. 
The Sermons it contains are plain, earnest, and devout. We cite a sentence in which 
our readers will see how Mthfully Mr. Bawnsley maintains the doctrine of the atone- 
ment." — Church of Eiigland Mageusine. 

" The matter of the Sermons is simple, mostly derived from Holy Scripture and the 
common occurrences of life ; and the style is plain, yet earnest and afifectionate. The 
practical improvement of the hearers seems everywhere to have been kept in view." — 
Clerical Journal. 

Sermons, chiefly Catechetical. 12mo. cloth, 

"Their plainness brings them within the comprehension of the most illiterate, whilst 
their exposition and illustration of Oospel truth render them a medium of usefulness 
which cannot be without the very best resvlts."— Bell's Mettenger. 

Reading without Tears; or, a Pleasant Mode of 

Learning to Read. By the Author of "Peep of Day," &c. With 
numerous Woodcuts. Sixteenth Thousand. Part I. Square cloth, 2«. 

*^* In this little work the attempt is made, by the cUusiflcation of 
words, removing all perplexity, to prevent tears, and by a succession 
of pictures, furnishing constant entertainment, to preserve the smiles of 
happy childhood while learning to read. 

" That this elementary volume is the work of the authoress of the ' Peep of Day ' will 
be a sure passport to the hearts of thousands, both parents and children. But apart 
from its authorship, the l)ook itself is admirable ; the arrangement, pictures, typo- 

Eaphy, and reading exercises being alike adapted to realise the idea of the title, learn- 
g to read ' without tears.' Teachers are addressed in some valuable prefatory remarks. 
The authoress lays great stress on the exclusion of the element of fiction from tihe 
narratives which she has introduced as lessons."— £«eord. 



Part II. In the press. 
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The Rector in Search of a Curate. Post 8vo. 

cloth, 9«. 

Contents. — I. TheParish— 2. TheCurate — 8. The Temporary Curate — 
4,5. The Evangelicist— 6. The Evangelicals— 7. The Unfortunate Man — 
8. The Scholar— 9. The Millenarlan— 10. The Anglo-Catholic— 11. The 
Approved — 12. The Ordination. 

"A lively and entertaining book.''—C%ri«tian Oburver. 
"Interesting and attractive."— flTpectolor. 

BIFON, Bishop of. — Means of Grace, Lectures 

delivered during Lent, 1861, in St. John's Church, Clapham Rise. By 
the Right Rev. Robert Bickkut£TH, D.D. Lord Bishop of Ripon. 
Fcap. cloth, Zs. 6d. 

" Mr. Bickersteth'g LectureB are very sterling in point of doctrinal teaching and 
practical enforcement."— C/iri«<ian Times. 

** These are plain, tmaflTected, and sensible discourses, setting foith the ereat outlines 
of Christianity and urging the necessity of holiness and obedience."- JSr^lu/i Revteto. 

BUSSELL, Dr. — Tlie History of Modem Europe. 

With an Account of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire ; and 
a View of the Progress of Society, from the Rise of the Modem King- 
doms to the Peace of Paris in 1 763. In a series of Letters from a Noble- 
man to his Son. New Edition, continued to the present time. 4 vols. 
8vo. cloth; 2/. 12<. 

Scenes in our Parish. By a Country Parson's 

Daughter. 2 vols. 12mo. boards, each 5s. 

Sermons and Extracts Consolatory on the Loss of 

Friends. Selected from the Works of the most eminent Divines. 
Third Edition. 8vo. cloth, 12«. 

SHAKSPEABE.— The Plays of William Shakspeare, 

accurately printed firom the Text of the Corrected Copies, a History of 
the Stage, and a Life of Shakspeare. By Alexandee Chalmebs, F.S. A. 
8 vols. 8vo. 3/. 12«. ; or 1 vol. 8vo. 10«. 6d. 

SHEBWOOD, Mrs. — The Golden Garland of Inesti- 
mable Delights. By Mrs. Shebwood. 12mo. cloth, 6«, 

" It possesses greater reality, and even Interest, than some more ambitious-looking 
tales ; everything in ' the Oolden Garland ' bears the stamp of truth."— 5i>ec(a<or. 

" It serves as a vehicle to inculcate the soundest moral precepts," Ac—Herald. 

The Mirror of Maidens in the Days of Good 



Queen Bess. 1 2mo. cloth, 6s. 



— The History of the Fairchild Family; or. 

The Child's ManuaL Twenty-third Edition. 3 vols. 12mo. cloth, 
each bs. 
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SHERWOOD, MrB. — The History of Henry Milner, 

a little Boy who was not brought up according to the Fashions of this 
World. 12ino. cloth, b», 

The History of Henry Mihier, vols. 2 and 3, 

12mo. cloth, each 6«. 

A Sequel to 
18mo. cl. 28. 



— The History of John Marten. 

** The Life of Henry Milner." 12mo. cfoth, 7j. Qd. 

— Julietta di Lavenza. A Tale. 

— Victoria. 12aio. boards, 4«. 

— The Little Moiniere. 12mo. cloth, 2s. 



SHIELEY, Bishop. — Letters and Memoir of the 

late Walteb Augustus Shiolet, D.D. Lord Bishop of Sodor and Man. 
Edited by Thomas Hill, B.D. Archdeacon of Derby. Second Edition, 
revised. With a Portrait, \^q. cloth, 14«. 

Letters to Young People. By the late Right 

Rev. WAX.TSB AuoDSTos, Bishop of Sodor and Man. Fcap. cloth, 3f . 6tf . 

"The TolTune consists of letters chiefly addressed to his son and daughter ; and 
exhibits the writer in a very amiable, affectionate, pions, and sensible lighC Some of 
the epistles to his son contain jndicious advice on study and critical remarks on books." 
'^Spectator. 

** We like the general tone of these letters much. They are cheerfol, unaffected, 
kindly, without overweening conceit or laborious condescension. They refer, too, to real 
incidents and events."— ^(/i«iuntm. 

Sermons preached on Various Occasions. 

12nio. doth, 6f. 

" A direct plainness'of style and purpose, which liad the effect of force, and a sound 
Protestant feeling."— Spectator. 

SIMEOK, Sev. C. — Memoirs of the Rev. Charles 

Simeon, M.A. late Senior Fellow of King's College, and Minister of 
Trinity Church, Cambridge; containing his Autobiography, together 
with Selections from his Writings and Correspondence. Edited by the 
Rot. William Cards, M.A. Canon of Winchester. Third Edition. 
12mo. oloUi, with Portrait and Facsimile, 6s. 

SMITH, E6V. W, M.— Help to District Visitors. 

Being Plain and Practical Remarks on some Portions of the Gospels; 
particularly the Narratives and |>arable8. With an Appendix of 
Prayers selected from the Liturgy. By the Rev. W. Maxwell Smith, 
Rector of Lufton, and Perpetual Curate of Tintinhull, Somersetshire. 
Fcap. 8vo. cloth limp, 2«. 

"Plain, scriptural, and affectionate, it cannot fail to do good, whether read by those 
that visit the poor, or placed in village or parochial Ubvaiies."— UJericoJ Journal. 

" The pieces are short, sensible, and scriptural.*— C'AurcA of England Magazine. 

" These addresses are models of their kind."— Morning Herald. 

*' Many important topics are herein brought home to the simplest mind. The 
district visitor cannot do better than provide himself with the wotk.''— Beacon. 

" We shall be glad to hear that Mr. Smith's valuable work has a large circulation."— 
Wutem Flving Pott. 
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Solace of a Mourner. Fcap. cloth, 4«. Qd. 

Step t/O Reading: for the use of Night Schools. 

Fcap. cloth, \8. M.\ limp cloth, U. 

(50 Copies of the ShiUing Edition at 6d.) 

STEWABT, Rev. J. H.— The Family which Jesus 

Loved ; or the History of Martha, and Mary, and Lazarus. In Seven- 
teen Lectures. By the late Rev. J. H. Stewart. Third Edition. Fcap. 
cloth, 5<. 

STOKES, Rev. E. — Sermons by the late Edward 

Stokes, M.A. Student of Christ Church, Rector of Staines, late 
Whitehall Preacher, and Select Preacher in the University of Oxford. 
Fcap. cloth, d<. 6<2. 

"One great advantage of English sermons over those of most foreign preachers — 
we speak of good specimens of either class — is, that the former will bear reading as 
weU as hearing. Those now before us, by Mr. Stokes, illustrate this good quality ; they 
do not deal with any controverted subject, and very little with doctrine at all; but there 
is a tone of real piety and of love towards Christ pervading them, which stamp them as 
essentially Christian sermons."— Literary Chwchman. 

Story of Ada. By her Mother. Square 16mo. 

with Frontispiece, cloth, U. 6d, 

STOWELL, Rev. H. — A Model for Men of Business ; 

or, Lectures on the Character of Nehemiah. Third Edition. Crown 
8vo. cloth, 58. 

Streaks of Light ; or, Fifty-two Facts from the 

Bible for the Fifty-two Sundays of the Year. By the Author of " Peep 
of Day," &c. With Fifty-two Illustrations. Tenth Thousand. 18mo. 
cloth, d*. 

SUMNER, Archbishop. — The Evidence of Christ- 
ianity, derived from its Nature and Reception. By John Bibd 
Sumner, D.D., late Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. A New Edition, 
revised, with reference to Recent Objections. Ninth Edition, post 8vo. 
bs. i fcap. 3s. 

Practical Reflections on Select Passages of 

the New Testament. Chiefly compiled from Expository Lectures on 
the Gospels and Epistles, by the same Author. Post 8vo. cloth, bs. 6d. ■ 

A Practical Exposition of the New Testa- 
ment, in the form of Lectures, intended to assist the practice of 
Domestic Instruction and Devotion. 9 vols. 8vo. cloth (each volume 
being a separate work), price 9s. each. 
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SUMNER, Archbishop. 

Christian Charity; its Obligations and Objects, 

with reference to the present state of Society. In a series of Sermons. 
Second Edition. 8to. cloth, 9«. ; or 1 2mo. 6f . 

Apostolical Preaching Considered, in an Ex- 
amination of St. Paul's Epistles. Also, Four Sermons on Subjects 

relating to the Christian Ministry, and preached on different occa- 
sions. Ninth Edition, enlarged, 8vo. cloth, I0«. 64/. 

A Series of Sermons on the Christian Faith 

and Character. Eighth Edition, 8to. cloth, 10«. 6if. ; or l2mo. 6«. 

A Treatise on the Records of the Creation 

and on the Moral Attributes of the Creator. Sixth Edition, 8yo. cloth, 

THOMAS, Lady.— The Cross of Light. An Alle- 

gory. By the Ladt Thomas. Limp cloth, \». 6d. 

THORNTON, H. — Female Characters. By the late 

HxNKT Thokntom, Esq. M.P. With Prayers adapted to the Lectures. 
Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, Zt, 

On the Ten Commandments, with Prayers. 



Second Edition. 1 2mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Family Prayers, in a Series for a Month. 

Forty-second Edition. 12mo. cloth, 3tf. 

TRACTS for Distribution. 

The Two Roads. A Tale for Little Travellers. 

18mo. sewed, 6d. 

The Mad Marquess; or, Do thy Best Fcap. 

sewed, 6d. (A story adyocatlng kindness to animals.) 

The German Tree. A Moral for the Young. 

By the Rev. T. Ooodwtn Hatchabd, M.A. Rural Dean, Rector 
of St. Nicholas, Guildford. Is. 

By the same Author ^ 

Seventh Thousand. 

Feed My Lambs. A Lecture for Children in 

"^ords of* One Syllable ; to which is added a Hymn. 82mo. 3d. ; or 
2s. 6d, per doxen. 
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TEACTS for Distribution. 

Fourteenth Thousand. 

Tracts for Children ; or, Fifty-two Facts from 

the Bible for the Fifty-two Sundays of the Year. In a packet 
of Fifty-two Tracts ; or, bound together in a volume, cloth gilt, 
price 2«. 

By the same Author t 
Eighth Thousand. 

The Angel's Message; or, the Saviour made 

known to the Cottager. By the Author of *' Peep of Day." Square 
16mo. price Ad. 

Teaching Myself; or, an Abridgment of 

** Reading without Tears." For the Cottager in his own Home. 
Eighth Thousand. Square 16mo. price Ad. 

The Story of David and Jonathan. A Sunday- 
Book. Fcap. fiewed, 6d. 

Questions on the Old and New Testaments, for 

the use of Parish Schools. By the Rev. Chables Isaac Tobke, M. A. 
18mo. sewed, id. 

By ike tame AtUhdr^ 

Questions on General and Common Things. 

18mo. sewed, 3d. 

Conformity to the World. By the Rev. Edward 

HoABE, Incumbent of Trinity Church, Tunbridge Wells. l8mo. 
sewed, 6i2. 

By the same Author ^ 

Baptism as taught in the Bible and Prayer- 

Book. Sixth Edition. 18mo. sewed. Ad. 
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TRACTS for Bistribution. 

The Teacher's Assistant in Needle-work. 

Seventh Edition. 6<f. each, or fa. per dozen. 

The Knitting -Teacher's Assistant Eleventh 

Edition. 6d. ; or 5«. per dozen. 

A Misfortune Changed into a Blessing. 12mo. 

64. ; or ■!«. cloth. 

Eliezer; or. The Faithful Servant l2mo. 3dL ; 

or 2«. 6d. per dozen. 

How can I go to Church? or, a Dialogue 

between a Lady and a Poor Woman. 3d. each. 

Why should I not go to the Meeting-House ? 

3<l. each. 

Seed -Time and Harvest. Some Account of 

** Schools for the Destitute.** By the Author of ** The Gospel of 
Other Days." Third Edition. 64. 

A Friend to the Sick and Afflicted. BA; or 

2«. M. per dozen. 

Thoughts on the Sabbath. 12mo. 3d. 
Repairing the Church. ZdL ; or 2«. 6(i. per doz. 
The Curate Catechising; or, an Exposition of 

the Church Catechism. By the Rer. W. Thistlethwaite, A.M. 
Sixth Edition. l8mo. U. 



By the same Author ^ 

The Church Communicating ; or, an Exposition 

of the Communion Benrice of the Church of England. l8mo. 6<f. 
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TRACTS for Distribution. 

An Easy Handbook to St. Luke. By Mrs. 

F. J. MlTCHILL. I8IPO. 6(1. 

" This ig a valuable little handbook. It will be ertremelv uoeftil to a very 
large class of people. Many a parochial minister will be glad to pro- 
mote its circulation in his parish."— C/tureA Review, 

" This little manual is a very praiseworthy attempt to assist the class for 
whom it professes to be specially intended. Classes, even beyond the 
poor and unlearned, will not fail to have the thinking faculty assisted 
and exercised by iV—Liierary Chwrehman, 

By the tame Author^ 

An Easy Handbook to the Acts of the Apo- 
stles. 18mo. 6<l. 

The Parochial Minister's Letter to the Young 

People of his Charge on Confirmation. By the Rev. John 
Langlsy, Rector of St. Biary's, Wallingford. l2mo. 2«. per 
dozen. 

A Short Catechism ; or, Plain Instruction, con- 
taining the Sum of Christian Learning, set forth by the authority 
of his Majesty, King Edward the Sixth, for all Schoolmasters to 
Teach, a.d. 1553. 18mo. 6d.; or 5«. per dozen. 

Confirmation : its Nature, Importance, and Be- 
nefits. By the Rer. T. Obiffith, A.M. Ad.\ or 3«. 6d. per 
dozen. 

A Plain and Affectionate Address to' Young 

Persons about to be Confirmed. By the Right Rer. D. Wilson, 
late Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 12mo. Ad, 

By the tame Author, 

A Plain and Affectionate Address to Young 

Persons, previously to Receiving the Lord's Supper. 1 2mo. Ad. 

TUPPER, M. P. — Probabilities : an Aid to Faith. 

Third Edition. Fcap. cloth, 4«. 

" It is difBcult to convey, by extraeta, the charm which is dilTased over this little 
book. There is, in the innnite variety of sabject, a continuous line of thouRht, which 
fixes the attention to its progress, and leaves the mind amused and edified with the 
perusal."— C/ir<«Man Remembraneer. 
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TTTLEB, IVQss A. P. — Leila; or, the Island. 

Ninth Edition. Fcap. 8to. cloth. Am, 6d. 

Leila in England. A Continuation of 



"Leila; or, the Island.*' Seventh Edition. Fcap. cloth, 4«. %d, 

Leila at Home ; a Continuation of " Leila in 

England." By AUN Fkasbk Tytleb. Fifth Edition. Fcap. 8vo. 
cloth. Am. 6tf. 

" ' Leila at Home,' in oontintiation of ' Leila in Encj^d/ la written in the lame 
pleasant istyle, and conveys similar lessons of an instructive and religions tendency."— 
Literary Qazette. 

Mary and Florence; or. Grave and Gay. 



Thirteenth Edition. Fcap. cloth, A», 6d. 

Mary and Florence at Sixteen. Sixth Edition. 

Fcap. cloth, 6j. 

" These works are excellent. Miss Tytler's writings are especially valuable for tbeir 
religious spirit. She has taken a Just position between the Rationalism of the last gene- 
ration and the Puritanism of the present, while the perfect nature and true art with 
which she sketches from Juvenile life, show powers wliicli might be more ambitiously 
displayed, but cannot be better bestowed.*— QuarfarZy Bemev. 

TYTLER, MIbs M. P.— The Wooden Walls of Old 

England: or. Lives of Celebrated Admirals. By Makoaset Frassb 
Tttlee. Containing Biographies of Lord Rodney, Earls Howe and St. 
Vincent, Lords de Saumarez, Nelson, and Collingwood. Sir Sydney 
Smith, and Viscount Exmouth. New Edition. Fcap. cloth, fi«. 

Tales of the Great and Brave. Containing 

Biographies of Wallace, Bruce, Edward the Black Prince, Joan of Arc, 
Richard Coeur de Lion, Prince Charles Stuart, Buonaparte, Sobieski 
King of Poland, Peter the Great, Washing^n, Henry de Laroche- 
Jaquelin, Hofer, and Wellington. New Edition, the two Series in one 
Volume, fcap. cloth, As. 6d. 

VENN, Rev. H. — Memoir and Selection from the 

Correspondence of the Rer. H. Vknn, Bi.A. Edited by the Rev. Henry 
Vbnk, B.D. Prebendary of St. Paul's. Seventh Edition. Fcap. 
cloth, 7s. 

VICTORIA, Bishop of. — Lewchew and the Lew- 

chewans; being a Narrative of a Visit to Lewchew, or Loo-Choo, in 
October, 1850. By Gkobob Smith, D.D. Bishop of Victoria. Fcap. 
cloth, 2s. 6d. 
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VICTORIA, Biflhop of. — Hints for the Times; or, 

the Religions of Sentiment, of Form, and of Feeling, contrasted with 
Vital Godliness. Fcap. sewed, I». 6<f. 

" A Bensible and seasonable little treatise."— CAH«(ian Quoirdian. 



WAINWRIGHT, Eev. S. — Christian Certainty. 

By Samdsl Wainwbight, Vicar of Holy Trinity, York ; Author of 
" Voices from the Sanctuary." 8vo. cloth, 10«. M. 

" That thou mightest know the ckrtaintt of those things wherein thou 
hast been instructecL"— S(. Luke. 

" ' A Synopsis of the Christian Evidences ' would be no untrue title for this work. It 
brinf^R together and presents in one view such an accumulation of proofs of the truth of 
the Bible as we never remember to have met with before." — ChrUtian Observer. 

" Exhibiting much research, the author presents his arguments in a clear and forcible 
manner, and without any personal invecUve he overwhelms with ridicule the deductions 
which infidels draw from scientific evidence. Throughout he preserves a dignified style, 
and while taking great pains to expose the assumption of philosophy, he never neglects 
to attack the lesser, bat no less mischievous assaults of ignorance. As a valiant cham- 
pion, our author is well armed at all points, and uses his weapons dexterously."— Pubitc 
Opinion. 



WALSH, Rev. W. P. — Christian Missions. — Six 

T'iscourses on Christian Missions, preached before the Unlrersity of 
Dublin ; being the Donellan Lectures for the Year 1861 . With copious 
Notes and an Appendix, by Rev. W. Pakbnhaic Walsh, A.M., Chaplain 
of Sandford. Crown 8to. cloth, 6«. 

WEBB, Mrs. J. B. — The Beloved Disciple. Reflec- 
tions on the History of St. John. By Birs. J. B. Webb, Author of 
*' Naomi,*' "Reflections on the History of Noah," &c. Fcap. 8to. cloth, 
is. 6d, 

"Very sensible and well-written reflections on the Hlatoiy of St. John. We can 
safely recommend it."— Christian Guardian. 



WILKS, Rev. S. C— The Present Law of Banns 

a Railroad to Clandestine Marriages. A Memorial respect Ailly 'dedi- 
cated to His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. With Sug- 
gestions for a Remedy. Bff 8. C. Wilks, M.A., Rector of Nursling, 
Hants. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 3s. 

" Banns have of late years furnished the most effectual cover for evasion, deceit 
and fraud, that the ingenuity of man could have devised." — Speech of Dr. Jostph 
Phaiimore, March 92, 1822, on ttfoving for leave to bring in a BUI to amend the 
Marriage Act. 
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WILLTAHS, Miss J. L. — Chillon; or, Protestants 

of the Sixteenth Century. An Historical Tale. By Jane Louisa 

WiLLTAMB. 2 vols. 8tO. clOth, 10<. 

"We think highly of this pathetic stoiy. A true spirit of cheerful piety pervades its 
pages • the characters ar*^ fticely discriminated, and many of the scenes are very vividly 
portrayed. All who read it may derive benefit from its perusal."— Brttannia. 

WILSHEBE, Rev. E. S. — Poems by the Rev. 

E. 8. WiLSHBRB, Incumbent of East Somerset, Cape of Good Hope. 
Foap. cloth, 3s. 6^. 

WOLFE, Rev. C. — Six Plain Sermons, preached to 

a Rural Congregation. By the Rev. Chaelss Wolfk, late Curate of 
Kemsing, Kent. Fcap. cloth, 25. 6d. 

TORKE, Rev. C. J. — Original Researches in the 

Word of God. By the Rev. .0. J. Yobkb, M.A. late Rector of Shen- 
field. Fcap. cloth, 2<. Sd. 

A Key for every Lock ; or, the Apocalypse 

.read by the Light of the General, as distinguished from the Special 
'principle. Fcap. cloth, 3». 6rf. 
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